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TopricaL INDEX 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Confession of Faith and Discipline of the Evan- 
gelical Association was compiled, partly from the systems 
of other Christian denominations, and partly from the 
Sacred Seriptures, by several ministers of the Association 
appointed for this purpose by the first Conference in 1807, 
and re-appointed at several succeeding sessions of the 
Conference. The first edition was published by the Rev. 
George Miller, in 1809. A second edition, improved and 
enlarged by the Rev. John Dreisbach and the Rev. Henry 
Niebel, appeared in 1817. Its arrangement was plain 
and distinct, in accordance with the Word of God, and 
adapted to the edification of the Church, and the benefit 
of all who desire to use it to this end. Since the adoption 
and issue of these first editions many amendments and 
additions have been made to our Book of Discipline by 

the succeeding General Conferences, as will appear upon 
comparing the various editions published. 
Whosoever will take the pains to examine the Confes- 
' sion of Faith and Church Discipline will perceive that the 
Evangelical Association has chosen to serve the Lord in 
the safe and simple way pointed out in the Word of God, 
and to be guided by these Scriptural rules in her labors, 
in co-operation with all true Christians, for the extension 
of the glorious kingdom of God on the earth, according 
to the grace which the Lord imparts. 
_. Although this branch of the General Church has from 
its origin been exposed to much calumny and contempt 
from the world and carnally-minded, nominal Christians, 
which was especially severe in the earlier periods of its 
history, yet it has not suffered itself to be confounded 
in its councils nor deterred from going forward in \in- 
ternal or external improvement, nor in the prosecution 
of the great work which the Lord committed to it, know- 
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ing that all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution, and fully convinced that the reproaches of 

—men can not detract from the character of any man in 
the sight of God, and should not prevent him from exer- 
cising filial trust in His grace. 

Though the Evangelical Association, in her ecclesias- 
tical organization, has copied freely from other well 
organized churches, especially as to her Episcopal form of 
government, yet she hesitates not to confess that. she has 
not inherited nor otherwise received her ordination and 
ecclesiastical authority from others, but, after the man- 
ner of the primitive Christians, has herself introduced 
and established them, through the knowledge, grace, and 
authority given unto her of God, in order thus to ad- 
minister the blessed and indispensable ordinances of the 
New Testament economy, conformably with the injunc- 
tion of the great Head of the Church, and to build each 
other up in faith and love. Even though such as de- 
light in censuring others, not perceiving their own faults, 
may take offence thereat, yet the Evangelical Associa- 
tion appeals with confidence to the fact that nowhere 
in His Word does the Lord prohibit any Christian so- 
ciety from introducing and administering every means 
or ordinance sanctified and ordained by Him, for their 
mutual edification and improvement. He has also vouch- 
safed to bless abundantly all her enterprises, andertaken 
in His name. Therefore, in calm reliance upon Divine 
assistance in the future, the Evangelical Association will 

, continue her appointed work upon the great edifice of the 
Church of Jesus Christ in the earth, and, in Christian love 
and unity with all who love the Lord Jesus Christ we will 
patiently await and hopefully look forward to the final 
accomplishment of the grand design of.God’s kingdom 
in the earth. God speed the undertaking! God speed 
the edifice! 
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Origin of the Evangelical Association. 


Upon the instruction and advice of that godly min- 
ister of the Gospel, Jacob Albright, a number of persons 
_in the State of Pennsylvania, who had become deeply con- 
vineed of their sinful state, through his ministrations, 
and who earnestly groaned to be delivered from sin, 
united A. D. 1800, and agreed to pray with and for each 
other, that they might be saved from sin, and flee the 
wrath to come. Z 

In order to accomplish this work properly, they 
-agreed mutually to spend each Sunday in prayer and in 
the exercise of godliness; also to meet each Wednesday 
evening for prayer; diligently endeavoring to avoid: 
-every thing evil and sinful, and to do all manuer of 
good as God should give them sirength and ability. The. 
number of those disposed to attend these meetings soon 
increased, and grew daily. 

Such was the origin of the Evangelical Association. 
And as Jacob Albright by the grace of God was the 
instrument of their solemn union and holy zeal in the 
exercise of godliness, they were at first frequently called 
‘¢The Albrights.’’ But in the year 1816, they formally 
adopted the name, THE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, which 
is, therefore, an eccelsiastical union of such persons as 
desire to have not merely the form of godliness, but 
strive to possess the substance and power thereof, 
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DISCIPLINE. 
PART I. 
CHAP TART 


Articles of Faith. 


The following Articles contain our unan- 
imous Confession of Christian Faith. 


I. Of the Holy Trinity. 


‘§ 1. There is but one true and living God, 
an eternal BEING, a Spirit without body, indi- 
visible, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; 
the Creator and Preserver of all things visible 
and invisible. And in this Godhead there is a 
Trinity, of one substance and power, and co- 
eternal; namely, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. 


IT, Of the Son of God. 


2. The Son, who is the Word of the Father, 
the eternal and true God, of one substance with 
the Father, took man’s nature in the womb of 
the blessed Virgin, so that both natures, the 
Divine and human, are perfectly and inseparably 
united in Him (as in one person) ; therefore He 
is Christ (the anointed), very God and very man, 
even He who suffered, was crucified, dead and 
buried, in order to reconcile the justice of the 
eternal Father to us, and to present Himself a 
sacrifice for both our original and actual sins. 
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III. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 

7 3. Christ did truly rise from the dead, and. 
took again His body, with all things appertain- 
ing to the perfection of man’s nature; and with 
the same body He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated there until He return, at the fas day, to 
judge all men. 

IV. Of the Holy Ghost. 

74. The Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, as the true and eternal God, — 
of one substance, majesty, and glory with the 
Father and the Son. 


V. Of the Holy Scriptures. 


7 5. The Holy Seriptures contain the will of 
God, so far as it is necessary for us to know for 
our salvation; so that whatsoever is not con- 
tained therein, nor can. be -proved thereby, is not 
to be enjoined on any as an article of faith, or as 
a doctrine essential to salvation. 

By the Holy Scriptures we understand those 
canonical books of the Old and New Testaments, 
which the Church has at all times indubiously 
received as such. 

6. THE NAMES OF THE CANONICAL BOOKS 

(a) The Old Testament. 


Genesis. The First Book of Kings. 
Exodus. The Second Book of Kings. 
Leviticus, The First Book of Chronicles. 
Numbers. The Second Book of Chron- 
Deuteronomy. icles. 

Joshua. The Book of Ezra. 

Judges. The Book of Nehemiah. 

Ruth. The Book of Esther, 


The First Book of Samuel. The Book of Job. 
The Second Book of Samuel. The Psalms. 
14 
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The Proverbs of Solomon. Amos, 


-Eeclesiastes. Obadiah. 
The Song of Solomon. Jonah.- 
Isaiah. 4 Micah. 
Jeremiah. Nahum. 
Lamentations. Habakkuk. 
Ezekiel. Zephaniah. . 
Daniel. Haggai. 
Hosea. : Zechariah. 
Joel. ‘ Malachi. 
(b) The New Testament. 
Matthew. I. Timothy. 
Mark, © Il. Timothy. 
Luke. Titus. 
John. Philemon. 
The Acts. : Hebrews. 
Epistle to the Romans. Epistle of James. 
“I. Corinthians. I. Peter. . 
- II. Corinthians. II. Peter. 
Galatians. I, John. 
Ephesians. II. John. 
Philippians, III. John. 
Colossians. Jude. 
I, Thessalonians, Revelation. 


Il. Thessalonians. t 
VI. Of the Old Testament. 


_ 7. The Old Testament is not contrary to 
the New. In both the Old as well as the New 
Testament, everlasting life is offered to mankind 
by Christ, who being both God and man, is the 
only Mediator between God and man. 

We are, therefore, not to listen to those who 
‘teach that the fathers of the ancient covenant 
grounded their expectations only on the temporal 
promises. Though the law given from God by 
Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, does 
not bind Christians, nor ought the civil percepts 
thereof necessarily be received in any common- 

/ 15 ; 


q 8-11 Articles of Faith. 


wealth; yet no Christian is exempt from obey- 
ing the ten commandments, which are also called 
the moral law. 


VII. Of Original Sin. 


7 8. Original sin consists not in the following ~ 
of Adam (as some falsely pretend), but it is that 
corruption of the human nature, in which every 
offspring of Adam appears in this world; a cor- 
ruption, whereby man is very far gone from ori- 
ginal righteousness, and of his own nature in- 
elined to evil, and that continually. 

VII. Of Free Will. 

79. The condition of man since the fall of 
Adam is so wretched, that he cannot turn to God 
by the mere powers of his nature; and hence we 
eannat, by our own natural strength, do any 
good works, pleasing and acceptable in the sight 
of God, without the grace of God by Christ assist- 
ing us and influencing us, that we may have a 
good-will, and working with us, when we have 
that good-will. 


IX. Of Justification by Faith. 


7 10. We are never accounted righteous be- 
fore God on account of our works or merits, but 
only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and by faith in His name. Wherefore, ic 
is a most wholesome doctrine, and full of com- 
fort, that we are justified by faith only. 


X. Of Good Works. 


11. Although good works are the fruits of 
faith and follow justification, they have not the 
16 
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virtue to put away our sins, or to avert the Judg- 
ment, or endure the severity of God’s justice; 
yet they are pleasing and acceptable to God in 
Christ, spring from a true and living faith, for 
through and by them a living faith may be as 
evidently known, as a tree is es by its 
fruits. , 


XI, Of Sin after Fenn, 


12. Not every sin willingly committed after 
justification, is therefore the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, which is unpardonable. They cannot all 
be precluded from repentance who fall into sin 
after justification, nor can reacceptance straight- 
way be denied them. After we have received the 
Holy Ghost, it may happen that we depart from 
grace, and fall into sin; and we may even then, 
by the grace of God, rise again and amend our 
lives. Therefore the doctrine of those is to be 
rejected, who say that they can no more fall into 
sin as long as they live. here, or who deny for- 
_ giveness to such as truly repent. 


XII, Of the Church. 


713. The visible Church of Christ is the 
community of true believers, among whom the 
word of God is preached in its purity, and the 
means of grace are duly administered, according 
‘to Christ’s own appointment. 


AIL. Of the Language to be Used in Public 
Worship. 
9 14. Public prayers in the Church, and the 


administering of Baptism and of the Lord’s Sup- 
17 ; 
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per, in a language not understood by the people, 
are plainly repugnant to the word of God and 
the customs of the primitive Church. 


XIV. Of the Sacraments. 


7.15. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, or- 
dained by Christ, are not only pledges or tokens 
of Christian men’s profession; but they are 
rather certain signs of God’s grace and good-will 
toward us, by which He works invisibly in us, 
and also strengthens and confirms our faith in 
Him. 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were or- 
dained by Christ that we should duly use, but not 
abuse them. And in such persons only as worth- 
ily receive the same, they produce a wholesome 
effect; while such: as receive them unworthily 
bring upon themselves condemnation, as Paul 
writes in reference to the Lord’s Supper.—I. 
CoP axaee er, ~ 

(a) Holy Baptism. 

16. Baptism is not merely a token of the 
Christian profession, whereby Christians are dis- 
tinguished from others, and whereby they obli- 
gate themselves to observe every Christian duty; 
but it is also a sign of internal ablution, or the 
new birth. 

(b) The Lord’s Supper. 


17. The Supper of the Lord is not merely 

a token of love and union,that Christians ought 

to have among themselves, but is rather a mys- 

tery or a representation of our redemption by 

the sufferings and death of Christ; imsomuch, 
3 18 
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- that such as rightly, worthily and faithfully re- 


ceive the same, partake of the body and blood of 
Christ by faith, as the imparting means, not in 
a bodily, but in a spiritual manner, in eating the 


-broken bread, and in drinking the blessed cup. 


The changing of the bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ, cannot be supported 
by Holy Writ, but is contrary to the ee words 
of the Scriptures. 


XV. Of the One Oblation of Christ. 


7 18. The offering which was once made by 
Christ on the Cross, is the perfect redemption, 
propitiation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 


whole world, both original and actual; so that 


there is no other satisfaction required but that 
alone. 


- XVI. Of the Rites and Ceremomes of the Church. 


1 19. It is by no means necessary that cere- 
monies and rites should in all places be the same; 
for they have always been different, and may be 
changed according to the diversity ‘of countries, 
times, and national customs, provided that noth- 


ing be introduced contrary to God’s ordinances. 


Whosoever, through his private judgment, will- 
ingly and purposely breaks the ordinances, cere- 
monies and rites of the Church to which he be- 


- longs (if they are not contrary to the word of 
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God, and are ordained by proper authority), 

ought to be rebuked openly, as one that offends 

against the order of the Church and wounds the 

consciences of the weaker brethren, in order that 

others may be deterred from similar audacity. 
19 
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Every particular church has the privilege to 
introduce, change, and abolish rites and cere- 
monies; yet so, that all things may be done to 
edification. 


XVII. Of Cwil Government. 


7 20. The President, the Congress, the Gen- 
eral Assemblies, the Governors, and the Councils 
of State, as the delegates of the people, are the 
rulers of the United States, according to the 
regulation and transfer of power, made to them 
by the Constitution of the United States, and by 
the Constitutions of their respective States. And 
these States are a sovereign and independent 
nation, which is not, and ought not to be, subject 
to any foreign jurisdiction, though we believe 
that wars and bloodshed are not agreeable to the 
Gospel and Spirit of Christ. We also acknowl- 
edge the respective governments of other nations, 
under whose protection we may reside. 


XVIII. Of Christians’ Property. 


J 21. The property of Christians is not to be 
considered as common, in regard to the right, 
title, and possession of the same, as some do 
erroneously pretend, but as lawful possesions. 
Notwithstanding, every one ought, of the things 
he possesses, to give to the poor and needy and 
manifest Christian love and liberality toward 
them. 
ba ATX.. Of the Last Judgment. 


{ 22. We believe that Jesus Christ will eome 
in the last day to judge all mankind by a right- 
eous judgment; that God will give unto the 
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believers and elect eternal life and happiness, 
and rest, peace, and joy without end. But God 
will bid the impenitent and ungodly depart to 
the devil and his angels, to endure everlasting 
damnation, punishment and pain, torment and 
misery. We are, therefore, not to agree to the 
doctrine of those who maintain that devils and 
ungodly men will not have to suffer eternal 
punishment. 


CHAPTER II. 


The Doctrine of Entire Sanctification and 
Christian Perfection. 


How we may experience true holiness of heart 
in this life. 


7 23. The Lord Jesus expressly says, St. 
Matt. 5: 48: ‘‘Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father who is in heaven is perfect.’? And 
the Apostle Paul exhorts: 1 Thess. 5: 16-18: 
‘‘Rejoice evermore; pray without ceasing; in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”’ 


He that would fully comply with these ex- 
_hortations at all times, must be wholly resigned 

to the will of God; consequently all self-will and 
selfishness must be perfectly subdued; he must 
pear everything that may befall him, as from the 
hand of the Lord, or he cannot meet every adver- 
sity with acquiescence and resignation, much less 
with gratitude. A Christian must stand upon 
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his guard so firmly and immovably, that he can 
parry, and gain the victory over every temptation 
the moment it may present itself, without 
yielding more or less, either voluntarily or neg- 
ligently, as is sometimes the case with weak 
Christians. If this rest, peace and joy in God, 
are no more interrupted by any such vicissitudes 
or occurrences, he must indeed be firmly rooted 
and grounded in God; and of a truth, he must 
_love God with all his heart, with all his mind, 
and with all his strength; sin has lost its power 
over such an one, he being surrounded by the 
love of God as with a wall of fire. The world, 
the flesh and the devil are under his feet, and he 
rules over his enemies, yet in watchfulness. 

This is the state which the Evangelical Asso- 
ciation denominates CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

7 24. That such a state of grace is attainable, 
even in this life, is very evident, for Christ and 
all His apostles exhort thereto; yea, from this 
we learn that it is every Christian’s bounden 
duty to strive thereafter. And how ean he be a 
Christian, who does not desire to submit wholly 
to God, and to love Him, in truth, with all 
his heart, and with all his strength and with 
all the soul ? 

By experience we are fully persuaded that 
such a state of grace is attainable, and has been 
attained, by many, who have happily perse- 
vered therein for many years, even to the end 
of life. Many others had, indeed, obtained it, 
but for want of watchfulness lost it again. This 
also we have learned through sad experience. 
But experience has likewise taught that this 
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blessed state, after it has been lost through neg- 
ligence, may again be obtained by the grace of 
God, and that a person may finally, after having 
been as a reed shaken by the wind, become as a 
firm and immovable pillar in the temple of God. 
With many others this work has never come 
to a perfect clearness; a great degree of grace 
was, indeed, visible, yet, at the same time, in- 
firmities were also discernible, which could not 
be properly distinguished by those who look upon 
externals only, as to whether they were merely 
involuntary, natural infirmities, or slighter vol- 
untary deviations or overcomings of sin. 
{| 25. Experience has moreover taught, that 
- ordinarily “this state of Christian perfection is 
attained gradually, by an upright course of life 
in following Christ; however, during this grada- 
tion, this work is perfected in the soul, sooner 
or later, by a sudden and powerful influence of 
grace and outpouring of the Divine Spirit. 
Those who have actually experienced it, describe 
this effusion of the Divine life as being similar — 
to the grace of justification, yet far exceeding 
it. This grace is called ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 
J 26. This Sanctification is the basis of Chris- 
tian perfection. By it, God writes His law of 
love with quickening power into the heart, ac- 
cording to His precious and faithful promises. 
| 27. Nevertheless, since all created beings 
will ever remain finite, and circumscribed, and 
according to their nature, are forever less than 
God Himself; the most perfect man, (or angel) 
will ever be inferior to God, though he become 
a partaker of the Divine nature by justification, 
23 
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and through sanctification be much more fully 
assimilated to the Divine Being; therefore he 
may, after having obtained this degree of sancti- 
fication, grow and increase yet more and more in 
grace, and proceed from one degree of glory to 
another. And where this progression should 
“cease, cannot be conceived; rather may we sup- 
pose a continual advancement and progression to 
all eternity. Nevertheless, the. happiest, spirit 
will ever remain greatly inferior to God Himself. 

7 28. It is further to be considered here, that, 
this sanetifying grace does not take away the 
natural infirmities of man, yea, it does not even 
cover them; but on the other hand it sometimes 
even manifests and exposes them. Among such 
infirmities are, a feeble and morbid body, weak- 
ness of understanding, of memory, of judgment, 
or, of the mind in general. Therefore such an 
individual may be imposed upon by false appear- 
ances, and through a misdirected judgement 
think more highly or derogatively of other per- 
sons than they really deserve. He may be in- 
distinct, yea confused in expression; give im- 
proper advice; and through various kinds of 
such weaknesses, which God never imputes as 
sins, render himself ridiculous before a con- 
ceited world. Such an one should, therefore, 
never refuse to receive instruction and good 
counsel from others who do not possess the same 
degree of grace as hé, so far as he sees that God 
designs to instruct him in this way. 

This much it has been deemed necessary to 
state here, to prevent all misunderstanding of 
the subject, and to enable the reader to see this 
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doctrine in a clear light, and to form a just. con- 
ception thereof. 

{ 29. Whereupon the Hivangelical Association 
further declares: Let us then, seriously and ex- 
plicitly admonish all believers to strive ardently 
for Christian Perfection. And.in order that we 
may teach with uniformity upon this point, let 
us determine once for all that we will unan- 
imously defend and maintain this doctrine, un- 
derstanding by the term Christian Perfection 
nothing else than a total deliverance from all 
sin, in the proper sense of the word, which is 
accomplished by means of the love of God being 
perfected in the heart. 

- 30. Some indeed say: ‘‘This ean not be ob- 
tained till we have passed through purgatory.’’ 
Others assert that this ‘‘is accomplished at the 
moment of death when body and soul are ‘sepa- 
rated.’’ Still others say: ‘‘We cannot obtain 
deliverance from all sin until just before we die; 
one minute afterward is too late.’’ But we are 
unanimous that we may be redeemed from all 
sin long before we die; that is from all evil affec- 
tions and desires. So this point remains settled. 

7 31. The next inquiry is: Is this happy 
change wrought gradually or instantaneously ? 
Both take place. We must, then, insist upon the 
one as well as the other in our. preaching. We 
must certainly insist upon a gradual change, and 
this zealously and continually. And we have 
equally good reasons for insisting upon an in- 
stantaneous change, wrought by the effusion of 
grace in an instant. If we may expect such a 
blessed change, we should earnestly exhort all 
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believers to seek it. And the more so, because 
the more earnestly this instantaneous. work of 
grace is sought, the more it is longed for, the 
more rapidly and steadfastly will the gradual 
work of grace progress in the soul. The more the 
believers are concerned about such a change, the 
more punctual will they be in observing the Di- 
vine ordinances; whereas, on the other hand, 
the contrary may be observed in all those who are 
not expecting this work of grace. They are 
blessed in the hope and expectation of a total 
change, while gradually growing in grace. _ But 
where this hope falls away, the work of grace 
begins to stagnate, if it does not apparently de- 
crease. Therefore, whosoever is concerned to 
promote the gradual progress of this work, 
should encourage believers in the hope of such 
an immediate influence of grace. 


26 


General Rules. 4 32, 33 


PART II. 


RULES FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION. — 





is CHAPTER, I. 
General Rules. 


- § 32. In order to be-admitted into the Evan- 
-gelical Association, but one condition is required, 
to wit: that persons who seek admittance have an 
- earnest desire to be saved from sin and to flee the 
wrath to come. All those who entertain such a 
- desire will show it by their fruits. It is there- 
fore expected of all who are truly serious about 
their soul’s salvation that they make proof of 
their sincerity in the following manner, namely: 
That they avoid everything evil, as the Lord has 
_ forbidden in His Word; and on the contrary, 
endeavor by the grace of God, to do all manner 
of good. 
. § 33. Therefore, let all examine themselves 


whether they earnestly desire to be delivered by © 


Christ from each and every sin. To wit: 

1. To avoid all manner of indifferent and 
designed neglect of Divine service; and to ab- 
hor everything that may be or have the appear- 
-ance of idolatry (Ex. xx: 2. 3). Also to avoid 
the hearing of such doctrines as divert from God 
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to things transitory, and to refrain from the 
singing of all kinds of vain or jocular songs, or 
the reading of such books as do not tend to the 
knowledge of God; and to keep separate from 
ungodly society (Psa. i: 1; 2 Cor. vi: 16, 17) ;: 
and in general to avoid such diversions as can 
not be practiced in the name of Jesus (Col. ii: 
17; St. Matt. xii: 36; Eph..v: 15-20). 


2. To avoid strictly all manner of profaning’ 
the name of God (Ex..xx. 7), such as cursing, 
swearing, enchanting, lying, defrauding, or any- 
thing whereby the name of God the Father, the ~ 
Son, or the Holy Ghost, is used in vain (Lev. 
xxiv 14; AGscmiea 2: 

3. To avoid the profanation of the day of the 
Lord, in any manner whatever (Ex. xx. 8-11), 
such as buying and selling, engaging in or trans-. 
acting business, making unnecessary visits, and 
taking pleasure excursions, as well as all other 
worldly reflections and plans on the Lord’s day 
(Isa. lviii. 13). 

4. To avoid all manner of unkindness of 
speech and conduct toward our parents (Ex. xx: 
12; Eph. vi: 1-3; Prov. xxiii: 22), or guardians 
(1 Pet. 11: 18), as well as toward those who are in 
offices, whether ecclesiastical (Heb. xiii: 17), or 
civil (Rom. xiii: 1-7), and in general to avoid 
doing unto others as we wish them not to do unto 
us (St. Matt. vii: 12). 

5. To avoid all manner of violent, tyrannous, 
unmerciful or inconsiderate conduct, whereby 
we or others might suffer either in body or soul 
(Gen. ix: 6; Num. xxxv: 16), such as quarrel- 
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ling, brawling and hatred, brother going to law 
with brother (1 Cor. vi: 5, 6), reeompensing evil 
for evil, rendering railing for railing (Rom. xii: 
17, 19), or traffic in human beings whereby slav- 
ery is introduced or promoted. So also to avoid 
intemperance and uncleanness of every kind; 
especially drunkenness and the unnecessary use 
of strong drink (Eph. v: 18). 


6. To avoid adultery, fornication and lewd- 
ness (Ex. xx: 14; Eph. v: 3), especially trivial 
and impudent familiarity between males and 
females regardless of modesty and good breed- 
ing. Also to avoid all manner of wrong and in- 
solent deportment, and tale-bearing, which may 
“cause dissension or separation between husband 
and wife. 

7. To avoid all manner of theft and fraud 
(Ex. xx: 15; Lev. xix: 11), and unjust usury 
(Psa. xv: 5), accepting any kind of bribes and 
gifts to subvert judgment (Isa. xxxiii: 15), not 
fulfilling of contracts, taking advantage in deal- 
ings to lay up treasure on earth (St. Matt. vi: 
19), contracting debts without a well founded 
probability of being able to pay them; or to 
make use of many words in buying or selling; the 
putting on of costly apparel or gay attire; in 
general to avoid all kinds of extravagance, and 
idleness, as being the fountains of many evils 
Vine. 1s Ot Pet; 1112 3). 

8. Strictly to avoid bearing false witness, 
speaking evil, or back-biting, levity and impure 
conversation, and lying of every species (Ex. 

Px 16.)', 
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9, To avoid, with firm resolution, all sin; 
especially not to covet our neighbor’s goods, or 
anything forbidden (Ex. xx: 17; Rom. vii: 7) ; 
not to be envious of our neighbor’s prosperity, 
or his honor; and above all to flee avarice which 
is a root of all kinds of evil (1Tim. vi: 10, 
Kae Ves 

J 34. On the contrary— 

1. To serve God with all our heart, with all 
.our powers, and with all our mind, especially 
discharging every duty reasonably belonging to 
the service of God. Such are:—faithful attend- 
ance upon the public worship of God, ealling 
upon God in prayer with others and praising 
Him in singing, in the congregation (Ps. lxviil: 
26; Heb. x: 25); to be faithful in observing the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; in reading and 
searching the Scripture (John vi: 39) ; in secret 
prayer, and family worship in the morning and 
evening; in fasting and abstinence, and giving 
thanks before and after meals (1 Cor. x: 31). 
Also to be ready at all times to do good by works 
of love and mercy toward our needy fellow men, 
both in body and soul (James ii: 15, 16; St. 
Matt. v: 44; Rom. xii: 20). 

2. Especially to hallow the name of the Lord 
(Isa. Ivii: 15), and to keep the day of the Lord 
holy, by true religious devotion (Ex. xx: 8). 

3. To be courteous unto all (1 Pet. ii: 17), 
especially toward those who are our rulers, 
whether according to Divine or human institu- 
tions (1 Pet. ii: 13-18). 

4, To be kind and charitable unto all men, 
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without exception (1 John iii:18), and as much 
as lies in us, to maintain and promote peace 
(Rom. xii: 18; Heb. xii: 14). 

5. To practice chastity, temperance, and 
sobriety (1 Pet. iv: 8) ; especially to conduct our- 
selves modestly and circumspectly in our inter- 
course with persons of the other sex, as becometh 
Christians, who always have God before their 
eyes (St. Matt. v: 27-82; Heb. xiii: 4). 

6. To be honest in all our dealings, trans- 
acting all our business as upright Christians, 
without cunning tricks or artifice (1 Thess. iv: 
6); to be industrious and economical (Eph. iv: 
28), and always to give employment first to 
those who are of the household of faith, or 
anxiously desire to belong to it, and to assist 
them with care and fidelity in their business 
(Gal. vi: 10). 

_ 7. In all our conversation to speak the truth, . 
and nothing but the truth, as touching ourselves 
‘or others (St. John iii: 21), and to act in good 
faith, performing all our promises, as those who 
heartily seek to be delivered from all sin in this 
life, through Christ the eternal Truth; so that 
no sin, whether inward or outward may reign 
over us (St. John viii: 32), and that we do good 
with joy and pleasure (Gal. vi: 9). 

_ § 35. These are the General Rules of our 
Church, to observe all of which God has taught 
-us in His written Word; and these rules, in addi- 
tion to the passages of Scripture cited, shall, by 
the grace of God, serve us and ours, or any one 
who desires to know his duty, as an admonition 
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and as an introduction to the Sacred Scriptures, 
which are our only and sufficient guide, both as 
to faith and practice; and we are assured, that 
the Spirit of God will inscribe these regulations 
on every truly awakened heart. 

Should there be any among us who do not 
observe these rules, or who habitually violate 
any of them, let it be made known unto those 
who are appointed to watch over such, and who 
must give account of them. ~We will in love point 
out their fault, and without delay admonish 
them to reform, and will bear with them for a 
season; but if reformation does not follow, then 
for such there is no more place among us, and 
our souls shall be clear of their blood (Ezek. 
50-60-08) eae 


CHAPTER IT. 
Marriage. 


7 36. There is undoubtedly an evil existing 
in our Societies in respect to marriage. Inas- 


rauch as some of our members have been married 


to unconverted persons, it 1s evident that in 
most cases such have thereby placed obstacles 
in their own ‘way; and it is to be feared that 
some have been hindered during life in serving 
the Lord,—yea some have even turned back to 
the world and Satan. 

J 37. Our preachers shall make plain to every 
unmarried person in the Society how dangerous 
this is in many respects, by referring them to 
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_ the following Scriptural incidents and passages, 
to wit: Eiger 

1. The displeasure which God manifested to- 
_ ward the Israelites on account of inter-marriages 
with heathen, by whom they were seduced into 
idolatry. 

2. It is remarkable that Samson, the great 
champion, lost his sight and strength by the se- 
ductions of a Philistine woman. 

3. And Solomon, the wise king of Israel, was 
incited to idolatry by his strange wives, for which 
he was so signally punished. 

4. The apostle Paul exhorts us to have no > 
fellowship with the ungodly, and not to be un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers (2 Cor. 
vi: 14 et-seq.). 

These and many other Scriptural accounts 
may serve to warn those who will take warning, 
and who reflect seriously. 

7 38. We exhort all our members, who intend 
to enter the bonds of holy matrimony, to pray 
earnestly unto God for His blessing, and ask the 
good advice of faithful friends before taking so 
important a step. 


_ CHAPTER IIL 
Dress, 


7 39. It is also by all means necessary to give 
instructions relative to dress. For the apostle 
Paul writing to Timothy admonishes, that they 
““sdorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
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shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broid- 
ered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;’’ 
and the apostle Peter exhorts that the adorning 
shall not be outward, with ‘‘ plaiting of hair, and 
wearing of gold, or putting on of apparel;’’ for 
splendid clothing is always expensive, and we 
may become spendthrifts in dress as well as in 
eating and drinking. Let us take the rich man 
as a warning (Luke xvi: 19-24). 

7 40. There prevails even now unnecessary 
extravagance in dress, which we must unitedly 
oppose. é - 

Although we are persuaded that dress, how- 
ever plain, can save no one, if we be not clothed 
with the garment of salvation, and covered with 
the robe of righteousness, through Christ, yet it 
is undeniable that extravagant attire is unbecom- 
ing and harmful to Christians; and, in order 
that each of our members may be apprised there- 
of be it known that none shall be permitted to 
wear any of the articles named and prohibited in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

7 41. On the other hand we insist upon neat- 
ness, cleanliness and decency, and urge all to 
dress modestly and well, as the apostle teaches, 
‘‘with shamefacedness and _sobriety.’’ 


Intoxicating Liquors. 


42. None of our members shall be permit- 
ted to manufacture, to buy or sell, nor to use as 
a drink, spirituous or any other intoxicating 
' liquors, except as a medicine. 
4 43. Much less shall any of our preachers be 
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permitted to practice any of the above particulars 
prohibited; neither shall they be allowed in any- 
wise, to countenance or encourage the manufac- 
ture or traffic in such liquors. 


Slavery. 


44. We have long since been convineed that 
the traffic in human beings, and the institution 
of slavery, are great evils, which ought to be 
abhorred by every Christian; none of our mem- 
bers shall be permitted to hold slaves or traffic 
in. them, under any pretext or condition what- 
ever. 


CHAPTER IV. 
Praying and Singing. 


9 45. Praying and singing are parts of wor- 
ship which shall be conducted in the public con- 
eregation and the family. Every Christian who 
is eoneerned about his own salvation will do this 
_ to the honor of God and the upbuilding of him- 
self on his most holy faith. It is not enough for 
him to have sung and prayed publicly, but he 
also invokes and receives a blessing from his 
heavenly Father. The scattering of thoughts 
and unprofitable conversation, in consequence of 
which the heart is turned away from God, hinder 
him in these religious obligations. Secret prayer, 
as also fasting and abstinence, will be especially 
helpful in the use of spiritual pivileges of public 

prayer and singing in fostering the religious 
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life, in serving God in spirit and in truth, pre- 
senting himself as an acceptable sacrifice unto 
Him. 

(a) Prayer. ose 

7 46. 1. When we draw nigh unto God, we 
must believe that He is, and that He is a re- 
warder of them that diligentiy seek Him (Heb. 
x1:, 6). 

2. Have clear views of His majesty and in- 
finite merey in Christ Jesus, and of our nothing-: 
ness without His grace, humbly acknowledging 
our dependency upon God, and approaching 
Him in sincerity of heart with supplication, 
prayer, intercession and thanksgiving; for ‘* God 
is a spirit, and they that worship Him, must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth’’ (St. John 
iv: 24). 

3. In order to realize the fufillment of the 
promises of God, we must believingly persevere 
in prayer; as the apostle exhorts: ‘‘ Pray without 
eeasing’’ (1 Thess. v: 17). Likewise our Saviour 
says: ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you’’ (St. Matt. vii: 7). The apostle also 
further assures us that ‘‘ All the promises of God 
in Him are yea, and in Him amen, to the glory 
of God: by:-“us’’=(2) Cor:-47 20). 

4. By watchfulness and prayer we must pre- 
serve the grace already obtained, and by believ- 
ing prayer, daily seek to gain more grace. 

5. Hence it is earnestly recommended to all 
our members, that they persevere in fervent 
prayer, and ‘that by day and by night, in the 
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closet and in the public services, as also in the 
morning and evening worship with our families. 
“*Then shall our light break forth as the morn- 
ing, and our health shall spring forth speedily ; 
and our righteousness shall go before us; the 
glory of the Lord shall be our rereward.’’ (Isa. — 
Ivili: 8). 
(b) Singing. 
| 47. The singing of hymns has always con- 
stituted an important part of publie and private 
worship among the pious, and affords no incon- 
siderable degree of edification to the mind, if it 
be performed, not merely according to form and 
with the lips, but also in the spirit of true devo- 
tion to the praise and glory of God. For the 
Psalmist says: ‘*I will sing unto the Lord as” 
long as I live, and praise my God while I have 
my being.’’ And again: ‘‘Sing unto the Lord a 
new song; let all the earth sing unto the Lord.’’ 
To confine singing in public worship to ehoirs, 
we therefore deem improper and injurious. 
Singing is to be performed in accordance with 
the admonition of the apostle: ‘‘Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns, and spiritual — 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart, 
to the-Lord’’ (Eph. v: 19). That is, not only 
with the lips but with the heart also, for this is 
the melody that is well pleasing unto the Lord. 
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PART IIL. 
ECCLESIASTICAL ORGANIZATION. 





CHAPTER. lL 
Classes and Class-Leaders. 


7 48. In order that it may be the more 
easily discerned whether the members of our 
societies are earnestly engaged in working out 
their own salvation they are formed into smaller 
divisions called classes. 

7 49. <A class consists of a number of mem- 
bers who may meet twice a week for social wor- 
ship. One of their number is styled the Class- 
leader who is elected for two years, by ballot, 
by a majority of the class, with the approval of 
the Preacher-in-charge. In case a vacancy oc- 
curs it may be filled for the unexpired term. 

7 50. The duties of the Class-leader are: 

1. That he never cease to pray for, and watch 
over himself, in order to obtain such a measure 
of grace from God, as will enable him to be a 
leader indeed, in observing these rules according 
to the commandment of God, both by giving his 
brethren and sisters good instruction, and by his 
own example (1 Pet. v: 2-3). 

2. That he cordially love the members of the 
class committed to his charge, frequently pray 
for them in secret, and visit. them ; that he hold 
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the weekly public prayer-meetings, in order to 
_ pray for himself as well as for and with them; 
and that he be diligent in supplication, in inter- 
— cession, in confession, and in thanksgiving, such 
exercises being commanded by Jesus Christ and 
His apostles. 

3. That he hold a class-examination at least 
once a month. 

4. That he do not seek to domineer over his © 
_ brethren and sisters, but watch over them in love, 
and see that they make progress in the divine 
life, not only according to the form, but that 
they grow in the true knowledge and in the love 
of God. He should, in love, advise, teach, re- 
preve, comfort and admonish them, as circum- 

stanees may require. 

5. That he be careful to have all ine: con- 
ducted in his class according to divine and 
human order; to inform the Preacher-in-charge 
of such members as lead a disorderly life, and 
will not heed admonition; also of those who pur- 
posely or habitually neglect their duty of doing 
good. He shall also give the Preacher-in-charge 
information concerning the sick and the poor, if 
there be any; and he is to visit and assist them 
‘in time of need. 

6. Especially shall he be concerned for the 
families of faithful preachers, who are daily en- 
gacved in the work of the Lord, and who con- 
sequently can not do much for their temporal 
support; so also, for the widows and orphans of 
such faithful ministers as have devoted their 
lives to the preaching of the Gospel. Moreover, 
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the Class-leader shall warn the class committed. 
to his charge against unkind, indifferent and 
violent conduct toward such destitute ones, and 
admonish his members to be merciful and ready 
to serve them, in order to make himself and his 
class worthy of the blessings of God. 

7. He shall assist the Steward in collecting 
the weekly, monthly or quarterly contributions 
from his class and such other persons as may 
be disposed to contribute to the support of the 
preachers and their families. 

2. It is each Class-leader’s duty to make him- 
self familiar with the Rules of our Church 
(J 32-35,) and to refer to the passages of Serip- 
ture there cited, in order to be more fully con- 
vineed of his duty, and to explain these passages 
of Seripture to every one in his elass. And, 
if the circumstances require, or if the conduct of 
any person should prove to be contrary to the 
commandments of God, either through ignorance 
or from indifference, as though they were of 
little importance, he is to instruct him in the 
passages cited, and inculcate these Rules with 
calmness, yet with so much energy that improve- 
ment may be expected. For he that is indiffer- 
ent to the close observance of duty, is in danger 
of falling into an evil way. 


CHAPTER II. 
Exhorters, 


{ 51. There shall be an Exhorter in each 
class. 
40 
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{| 52. The Exhorter shall be elected by ballot, 
by a majority vote of the class, for a term of 
two years, with the consent of. the Preacher-in- 
charge. In case a vacancy occurs w may be filled 
for the unexpired term. 

{| 53. The duties of the mvibrtes are as fol- 
lows: — 

a) Always to assist the Class-leader in hold- 
ing prayer-meetings and class examinations, to 
read a portion of Sacred Scripture, or of our 
~ Church Disciphne, to exhort, and, in the absence 
of the Class-leader, all the duties of the latter 
devolve upon him.. He is also to assist in col- 
lecting the weekly, monthly, or quarterly con- 
- tributions. 

b) He must be diligent in visiting the sick, 
and in assisting the widows and orphans. | 

ce) He is to be prepared to exhort in assem- 
blies whenever called upon. 

d) Above all, he is to fast, watch and pray, 
and continue in reading and meditation upon the 
Word of God; so that he will not be unfruitful 
among his brethren. 


CHAPTER. III. 
Stewards. 


J 54. On each charge there shall be from one 
to twelve Stewards who shall elect one of their 
number as Recording Steward. 

q 55. The Stewards shall be persons of solid 
piety, who are familiar with our Rules of Disci- 
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pline, and possess the abilities necessary to trans- 
act temporal business. 


{ 56. The election of Stewards is to take 
place annually. The Preacher-in-charge shall 
have the right of nomination; but the Quarterly 
Conference shall confirm such nomination by a 
majority of votes. 


J 57. The duties of the Stewards are: 

- a) As soon as practicable after the session of 
the Annual Conference, the Stewards shall meet 
and inquire of their preachers what are their 
Disciplinary claims for the current year, and re- 
port to the first Quarterly Conference. They 
shall see that each class contributes weekly, 
monthly or quarterly its proportionate amount 
in order to meet such claims. 

b) For this purpose they shall receive weekly, 
monthly or quarterly voluntary contributions | 
from the members of their class or district, and 
from such other persons as may be disposed to 
contribute toward the support of the preachers 
and their families, and regularly pay them to 
the preachers. These contributions shall be se- 
cured by subscriptions which “are to be entered 
in the Stewards’ record, and the payments on 
these subscriptions are to be properly credited. 
But in case any person should not be disposed 
to subscribe the sum he is willing to. give, such 
person may pay the same to the Steward or 
Preacher, weekly, monthly or quarterly. 

ec) They shall provide the bread and wine for 
the Lord’s Supper. < 
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a) They shall procure dwellings for the mar- 
ried preachers or assist in procuring them. 
5. The Stewards are responsible to the Quar- 
_ terly Conference of the Charge to which they 
belong. 


“a CHAPTER IV. 
Of the Conferences in General. 


{7 58. Our Conferences are: 1. The Quarterly’ 
Conference; 2. The Annual Conference; and 3. 
The General Conference. The first named, is 
held quarterly on each charge; the second, an- 
nually on each conference district; and the third, 
onee every four years, for the whole Church. 

59. Every member of our conferences is to 
observe the following: 

1. All deliberations and transactions on these 
oceasions sliall be conducted as in the immediate 
presence of God, and as in His sight. He that 
has aught to say, let him utter the sentiments of 
his heart freely. And in all our conversation, 
and transactions, it must be our chief concern 
to have God before our eyes. 

2. Especially should we pray for one another, 
and fervently implore God for a general bless- 
ing upon all our transactions. 

3. The intervals between the daily sessions,* 
shall be spent as much as possible by every one 
in religious devotions. 

4, Whenever we meet in Conference, the pre- 


* Numbers 3, 4 and 5 are applicable only to the An- 
nual and General Conferences. 
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sident shall read a portion of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; whereupon in the case of an Annual Con- 
ference, the secretary shall read the ‘‘General 
Rules and Directions for Preachers,’’ contained 
in our Church Discipline, one Direction after 
another, until the whole is read. After reading, 
prayer is to be offered by the president, or by 
some one appointed thereto. And at each ad- 
journment public prayer shall also be offered. 

5. There shall be preaching or other religious 
services daily during our sessions. 


CHAPTER V. 


The Quarterly Conference. 


g 60. All Itinerant and Local Preachers, 

Class-leaders, Exhorters, Stewards, Sunday- 
school Superintendents; Presidents of the 
Young People’s Alliances, Missionary Auxiliar- 
ies, and Woman’s Missionary Societies; and a 
representative of each of the Boards of Trustees 
and Ladies’ Aid Societies (or by whatever other 
name these Societies may be designated) be- 
longing to the Charge are the members of the 
Quarterly Conference. 
* § 61. The Presiding Elder shall appoint the 
time, and the Preacher-in-charge the place for 
the holding of the Quarterly Conference. But 
if the Presiding Elder fail to give notice of the 
time, or if there be no Presiding Elder, the 
Preacher-in-charge shall also fix the time. 

62. The Presiding Elder shali act as Presi- 
dent of the Quarterly Conferences of his Dis- 
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trict. If there be no Presiding Elder present, 
and in case he has not appointed | an Elder as 
substitute, then the Preacher-in- charge shall 
preside in his stead. 

| 63. The President shall appoint a Secre- 
tary, who is to record correctly all the transac- 
tions of the Conference in a book kept for that 
purpose, which shall then be submitted to the 
Annual Conference at its next session for ex- 
amination. 

J 64. THe TRANSACTIONS OF THE QUARTERLY 
CONFERENCE. 

1. Inquiry shall be made whether the Local 
Preachers, Class-leaders, Exhorters, Stewards, 
Sunday-school Superintendents; Presidents of 
the Young People’s Alliances, of the Missionary 
Auxiliaries and of the Woman’s Missionary 
Societies; and the Trustees and representatives 
of the Ladies’ Aid Societies have been faithful, 
godly, and unblamable in their conduct; and 
further whether the persons entrusted to their 
eare, and who are present in the congregation 
and expect to participate in the Lord’s Supper, 
have conducted themselves faithfully and godly, 
so that they may be permitted to commune with 
us without giving offense. 

2. If charges are preferred, duly to investi- 
gate and decide upon them by a majority of 
votes in accordance with the directions of our 
Church Discipline. 

3. In all cases, however, where circumstances 
require that charges preferred against a person 
should be investigated by a committee, such per- 
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son shall be prohibited from participating in the 
communion of the Lord’s Supper until the char- 
ges shall have been thoroughly investigated at 
the proper place, and decided upon according 
to our Church Discipline. 

4. The President shall carefully inquire of 
the Preacher-in-charge concerning the condition 
and success of the catechetical classes; of the 
Presidents of the Young People’s Alliances, of 
the Missionary Auxiliaries, and of the Woman’s 
Missionary Societies and of the representatives 
of the Ladies’ Aid Sccieties as to the condition | 
of these respective Organizations; of the Sun- 
day-school Superintendents into the condition 
and wants of the several Sunday-schoo!s and 
concerning the participation of the members of 
the church therein, and at the last Quarterly 
Conference he shall have an accurate statistical 
report of each school and alliance placed in his 
hands, which he shall compare with the report of 
the previous year, so that he may know whether 
or not the schools and alliances are in a prosper- 
ous condition. 

5. Examine candidates for the ministry, in 
reference to their moral character, their doctrinal 
views, and general qualifications; after a proper 
investigation, according to the directions of our — 
Church Discipline (ff 114-117) a majority of 
votes recommends them to the Annual Confer- 
ence for license. 


6. If necessary, the election of Stewards shall 
‘also be held. 
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{| 65. ORDER oF PROCEDURE. 

1.- The President shall open and close the 
session with devotional exercises. 

2. After the opening he shall appoint a 
Secretary, who shall call the roll of members, 
and read the minutes of the preceding session 
for information. 

3. Thereupon the President shall inquire as 
follows: 

(1) Have the members of the Quarterly Con- 
ference been faithful to their duty and godly 
in their demeanor ? 

(2) Are there any persons under your watch- 
eare who cannot unite with us in celebrating 
_the Lord’s Supper without giving offense ? 

(3) Are there any appeals to this Confer- 
ence? 

(4) What is the condition and success of 
the catechetical classes ? 

(5) What is the condition of the prayer- 
meeting ? 

a. How many members are there in each 
class? 

b. What proportion are regular in their at- 
tendance? ; 

ce. What is being done bak secure a full at- 
tendance ? 

(6) What is the number and condition of 
the Sunday-schools? 

(7) What literature is being used in the 
Sunday-school ? 

(8) Are there opportunities for opening new 
Sunday-schools, or taking up new appointments 
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for preaching whereby the Lord’s work might 
be extended? 

(9) Is the annual Sunday-school report 
ready ? 

(10) What is the condition of the Young 
People’s Alliance? What is the annual report? 

(11) What is the condition of the Mission- 
ary Auxiliary? What is the annual report? 

(12) What is the condition of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society? What is the annual report? 

(13) What is the condition of the Ladies’ 
Aid Society? What is the annual report? 

~ (14) Has a candidate been nominated for 
election by the Annual Conference as lay-dele- 
gate to the General Conference? 

(15) Are there any candidates for the-min- 
istry to be recommended to the Annual Con- 
ference? : . 

(16) Have the claims for the support of the 
ministers and Presiding Elder been agreed upon 
and provided for? — 

(17) Has the money for the Episcopal Fund 
been paid into the treasury ? 

(18) Are the Conference collections and be- 
nevolences provided for? 

(19) Have the Church records been revised ? 

(20) Are the Stewards appointed, and what 
is their report? 

(21) What is the number of subscribers for 
our Church periodicals? 


(22) Are the absentees of the last session to 
be excused ? 


(23) What is the report of the Trustees? 
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(24) Are bread and wine provided for the 
Lord’s Supper? In the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper unfermented wine shall be used when- 
ever possible. 

(25) Is there any other business to be trans- 
acted, pertaining to the spiritual or temporal 
interests of the charge, its churches or parson- 
ages? 

(26) The Secretary shall read the minutes 
for approval. 


CHAPTER VI. 


The Annual Conference. 


| 66. The ordained preachersyin the Itiner- 
ancy and the Lay-representatives who have been 
elected in accordance with the provisions of [J 
68-69 of the Discipline are the members of the 
Annual Conference. Reception into the Itiner- 
ancy is by a majority vote of the Annual Con- 
ference. It is likewise the duty of all other Itin- 
erant Preachers, as well as the officers elected 
by the General Conference to attend the annual 
sessions of that Conference to which they belong. » 

{ 67. Those of our preachers who have been 
elected to office by the General Conference, and 
those who are appointed to serve in our institu- 
tions (including Assistant Editors and Profes- 
sors) may remain members of the respective 
Annual Conferences in which they were mem- 
bers at the time of such election or appointment. 

| 68. There may be lay-representation in the 
Annual Conference. One layman for every five 


49 


‘ 


J 69 The Annual Conference. 


hundred church members and major fraction 
thereof on each presiding elder district may be 
elected. The method of election shall be as fol- 
‘lows: At least four months prior to the session 
of the Annual Conference immediately following 
the session of the General Conference, each Quar- 
terly Conference of a Presiding Elder district 
shall elect one representative. 

These representatives shall meet in district 
convention prior to the session of the Annual 
Conference, and by a majority vote of those 
~ present elect the required number of laymen of 
' the district who shall be members of the An- 
nual Conference in the four sessions of the 
quadrennium. An equal number of alternates’ — 
shall also be elected. Should any vacancy oc- 
cur among the lay representatives in the An- 
nual Conference during the quadrennium it 
shall be filled from among the alternates who 
shall serve in the order of their election, due 
notice to be given them by the Presiding Elder. 
The Presiding Elder of the district shall eall - 
said convention, fix the time and place, and ce 
side at its session. 

No layman shall be eligible to cuneate 
in the Annual Conference, “who is under twen- 
ty-eight years of age, and who has not been a 
member of the Church in good standing for the 
two consecutive years immediately. preceding 
the election. 


7 69. The lay members of the Annual Con- 
ference shall participate in all deliberations, 
and vote upon all measures, excepting on the 
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granting of license and orders to preachers. 
They shall not vote on- any question affecting 
- the character and official conduct of ministers. 
They may serve on all committees excepting 
those on boundaries, and for the trial of min- 
isters. 


As soon as-the Bishops of the Church have 
declared that the foregoing has become a law, 
then the question of lay-representation shall be 
submitted to the Quarterly Conferences by the - 
Presiding Elders of their respective districts: 
The Presiding Elders shall report to the presid- 
ing Bishop, the ‘decision of the Quarterly Con- 
ferences. As soon as the Quarterly Conferences 
within the bounds of the Annual Conference have 
- acted on the question, the presiding Bishop and- 
the Presiding Elders of the Annual Conference 
shall declare the result by public announcement. 
As soon as possible after the official declaration 
has been made that a majority of the Quarterly 
Conferences within the bounds of an Annual 
Conference have decided in favor of lay-repre- 
sentation in the Annual Conference, the Quar- 
terly Conferences shall proceed to elect their 
- delegates to a district convention as provided for 
in the foregoing paragraph. The lay-represen- 
tatives thus elected to the Annual Conference 
- shall be members thereof in the remaining: ses- 
sions of the quadrennium. 3 

7 70. The presiding Bishop together with - 
the majority of votes of the Conference shall 
. appoint the time and place of the next annual 
ol ; 
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session. But if there be no Bishop present, then 
shall each Conference itself appoint the time and 
place of its next ensuing session. 
q 71. At the Annual Conference a Bishop 
shall act as President. If there be no Bishop 
present, the Conference shall elect one of the 
Itinerant Elders as Chairman. But before such 
election is held, it is the duty of every member 
of the Conference, if he knows of any immoral 
conduct on the part of any preacher, to apprise 
the Conference of the fact; for an immoral 
preacher shall not be accounted worthy to vote, 
much less to act as Chairman. Such election 
shall be by ballot, and the Itinerant Elder who 
receives the majority of votes shall officiate as 
Chairman. At an Annual Conference in non- 


‘Christian lands a Bishop shall preside, or in his 


\ 
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absence the Superintendent of the Mission. In 
the absence of both the Bishop and the Mission- 
ary Superintendent, the Conference shall elect 
one of the Itinerant Elders as chairman. ¢ 

{ 72. The President shall appoint a Secre- 
tary, who may, if necessary, add assistants, in 
order to record correctly all accounts and trans- 
actions of the Conference, which record shall 
be submitted to the next General Conference 
for examination and approval. 

| 73. The Presiding Bishop with the assist- 
ance of the Presiding Elders shall assign to the 
preachers their respective fields of labor. If 
there be no Bishop present, the Chairman and 
Presiding Elders shall do it. The Presiding — 
Elders shall be appointed to their districts by 
the Conference. 

De 
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74. A Presiding Elder shall not be per- 
mitted to remain more than four consecutive 
years on one district, except in those Conferences 
having only one district, nor a preacher more 
than seven consecutive years on one Charge. 

75. Foreign missionaries may be appointed 
or stationed for an indefinite time; and, accord- 
ing as circumstances may require, the Board 
may transfer or recall them. So may also An- 
nual Conferences, in non-Christian countries, in 
ease of urgent necessity, station their preachers 
for an indefinite time. 

| 76. An Itinerant Preacher who is consid- 
ered, by two-thirds of the members present at 
his Annual Conference, to be disqualified for the 
Itinerant ministry, on account of deficiency in 
‘talent, or want of activity and diligence, or for 
other well founded reasons, shall receive no ap- 
pointment, but shall be located by the Confer- 
ence. A Local Preacher thus judged to be dis- 
qualified for his office shall be deposed. 


| 77. None of our preachers shall be permit- 
ted to remain longer than two consecutive years 
in the Itinerancy without an appointment. A 
preacher who desires to go from one Conference 
to another in our,Chureh shall, upon vote of 
the Conference to which he belongs, be granted 
a certificate of his membership, order and rela- 
tion in the Conference. (See Appendix IV.) 

| 78. No Annual Conference shall give an 
appointment to a minister who has been licensed 
by another Annual Conference and is continued © 
on its records, without the consent of such Con- 
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ference. Nothing in this shall, however, be so 
eonstrued as to prevent a Bishop or a Presiding 
Elder, in the intervals of the Annual Conference 
sessions, from appointing such minister any- 
where. 

- § 79. A Missionary Conference shall be con- 
stituted and organized in the same manner and 
with the same rights and powers as an Annual 
Conference, excepting— 

1. That such Conference shall have no lay 
representation in the General Conference. 

2. The presiding elders shall be appointed by 
the Board of Bishops for a period of four years. 
_. 8. A Presiding Elder may serve on the same 
district for a longer period than four, and a 
Preacher-in-charge on the same field of labor. 
for a longer period than five consecutive years, 
at the discretion of the Presiding Bishop and 
the Presiding Elders. 

4. A Missionary Conference shall be repre- 
sented in General Conference by only one min- 
isterial delegate. 

The General Conference only, can create a 
Missionary Conference. It can also at any time 
constitute a Missionary Conference, a regular 
Conference. An Annual Conference can be 
changed into a Missionary Conference only by 
the action of the General Conference. The Pre- 
siding Bishop of an Annual Conference shall 
have “the right to transfer preachers from any 
Conference into .a Missionary Conference, with 
the consent of the Presiding Elder of the dis- 
trict, during the interim of the Conference ses- 
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sions, and at the Annual Conference session, 
with the consent of the preacher. 


ORDER OF PROCEDURE. 


| 80. Every preacher shall be examined in 
reference to his moral and official conduct; and 
if charges are preferred, the defendant shall be 
granted-a hearing in the presence of the Con- 
ference, or before a select committee of not less 
than five members of the Conference, and ap- 
pointed by the Conference, which committee 
shall have full power to hear and determine the 
“ease, and shall make a report in writing of its 
proceedings and deliver all the records and docu- 
_ ments of the trial to the Conference. When a 
ease cannot be tried during the session, an An- 
nual Conference may refer it to the Bishop or 
one of the Presiding Elders who shall proceed 
as directed by the Discipline. 
' 81. The further proceedings shall be trans- 
acted upon the basis of the following questions: 
1. Who of our preachers have been sus- 
pended ? 
. Who have been deposed ? 
. Who have been expelled from the Church ? 
. Who have withdrawn from the Church? 
. Who have died during the past year? 
. Who are to be located? 
. Who are to be considered as Supernumer- 
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ary? 
. 8. Who are the Superannuated, or worn-out 
- preachers? 
9. Have the Standing Committees been ap- 
pointed by the Chairman? To wit: 
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Committee on Worship. 

Committee on Letters and Documents. 

Committee on Boundaries. . 

Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee on Conference-Relations. 

Committee on Episcopal Fund and Apportionment. 

Committee on Quarterly Conference Records. 

Committee on Statistics. 

Committee on Ways and Means. 

Committee on Finance. 

Committee on Education. 

Committee on Temperance and Sabbat 

Committee on Catechetical Instruction, Sunday- 

Schools, Young People’s Alliance, ete. 

10. Are there applicants for the ministry, 
present ? 

11. Who are the Preichen willing to travel 
this year, according to the directions of the Con- 
ference, and our Discipline? 

12; Who are the Presiding Elders? Are any 
to be elected ? 

13. Who are the Itinerant Elders? 

14. Who are the Itinerant Deacons? 

15. Who are the Preachers on Trial? 

16. Who are the Preachers newly admitted on 
trial? 

17. Who are the Local Preachers: a) Elders ; 
b) Deacons; ¢) Preachers on Trial? 

18. Have the Presiding Elders been appoint- 
ed to their Districts? 


19. Have the transactions of the Quarterly 
Conferences been examined and approved? =. 


20. Have the additional members of the Con- 
ference Board of the General Board of Church 
Extension been elected ? 
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21 Has the Conference Sunday-school Board 
submitted its annual report? ; 

22. What are the statistics of this Conference? 

23. What is the amount contributed for the 
support of preachers, and how has it been appro- 
priated ? 

24. Has the apportionment for the Episco- 
pal Fund, to be raised by the Quarterly Con- 
ferences, been paid into the treasury ? 

2D. Have the Bishops’ salaries been appor- 
tioned among the Quarterly Conferences? 

26. What is to be done in the missionary 
cause? Are any new missions to be established, 
_ or old ones discontinued, changed, or turned into 
circuits or stations? 

27. What is to be done in regard to institu- 
tions of learning, and the cause of education? 

28. Have all the Committees reported ? 

a) The Standing Committees? 
b) The Special Committees?” 

29. Where and when shall our next Confer- 
ence session be held? 

30. Have all the Preachens received their 
licenses ? 

_ 31. Have the charges been assigned to the 
preachers? 

32. Have the preachers given their successors 
sufficient information and a written schedule of 
the appointments on their respective charges? 

_ 83. Have the newly elected Deacons and EI-. 
ders been ordained ? 

34. Is there.any other business to be trans- 
acted ? 
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35. Have the proceedings of this Conference 
been correctly recorded, and duly signed by each 
member as a testimony of acquiescence and 
obedience, as in the sight of God? Then, after 
the conclusion, let every one in the name of God, 
cheerfully and in peace ote to his charge. 


CHAPTER VII. 
The General Conference. 


J 82. The General Conference shall consist: 

a) Of Itinerant Elders elected as delegates 
by the Annual Conferences as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

b) Of the Bishops when not in the Chair, 
the Publishing Agent, the Editors, respectively, 
of the Christliche Botschafter, the Evangelical 
Messenger, the Evangelische Magazin and Ger- 
man Sunday-school Literature, the English Sun- 
day-school Literature and the Executive Seere- 
tary of the Missionary Society, provided they are 
Elders, who shall be members ex-officio. 

ec) Of Laymen elected as delegates as here- 
inafter provided. 

J 83. The basis of representation by ministe- 
rial delegates in the General Conference shall be, 
one delegate for every fourteen or surplus of 
seven or more members of the Annual Confer- 
ence, said delegates to be elected from among 
the Itinerant Elders,:by ballot by a majority of 
votes of each Annual Conference. Each Confer-. 
ence, however, shall be entitled to at least one 
delegate. Likewise each Annual Conference shall 
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"elect a sufficient number of alternate delegates 


to supply vacancies which may occur in their re- 
ppewe delegations. ; 

§ 84. In ascertaining the number of delegates 
to Which an Annual Conference is entitled, the 
Ex-officio members of the General Conference 
shall not be counted in such basis of representa- 


‘tion in the Annual Conferences to which they 


belong. But the Superannuated Preachers shall 
be counted in said basis in that Annual Confer- 
ence from which they draw support, although 
they may be members of another Annual Confer- 


rence. 


§ 85. When a preacher transfers his member- 


_ ship from one Annual Conference to another, his 


rights, privileges and responsibilities shall begin 
in the Conference to which he removes, on the 


_ date of his reception, unless otherwise provided 


for; but it shall not be lawful for such member 
of an Annual Conference to vote twice on the ° 
same constitutional question, nor to be counted 


twice in the same year in the basis for the elec- 


tion of delegates to the General Conference, nor 
to vote for delegates to the General Conference 


in a Conference in which he is not included in 


such basis of representation. 

§ 86. The basis of lay-representation in the 
General Conference shall be one delegate for 
every three thousand lay-members, or a surplus 
of two thousand, within the bounds of an An- 
nual Conference, provided that every Annual 
Conference shall be entitled to at least one lay- 
delegate. The statistics reported to the third 
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Annual Conference session of the quadrennium 
shall be the basis upon which the representation 
shall be computed. 

Each Quarterly Conference shall, prior to 
the session of the Annual Conference immediate- 
ly preceding the session of the General Confer- 
ence, nominate one layman, whose name shall 
be sent in to the Annual Conference aforesaid, 
by the secretaries of the Quarterly Conferences. 
From among these nominees the Annual Confer- 
ence shall elect the number of delegates and al- ' 
ternates to which it is entitled, a majority of all 
yotes cast being necessary to an election. The 
secretary of the Annual Conference shall imme- 
diately notify the laymen thus. chosen of their 
election. 

No layman shall be eligible as delegate to the 
General Conferenee who is under thirty years 
of age, and who has not been a member of the 
Church in good standing for the two consecutive 
years immediately preceding the election. 

The lay delegates shall have the right to 
participate in all the transactions of the General 
Conference excepting in the examination of a 
bishop or preacher. 


| 87. The time and place of the General Con- 
ference shall be appointed by the Bishops with 
the consent of the majority of the Conference: 
should it, however, for some cause be impracti- 
cable for General Conference to do this during its 
session, it shall make provision that the appoint- 
ment be duly made and the Annual Conferences 
be informed thereof. Should it, however, be- 
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come necessary in the interval of General Con- 
ferences, to change the time or place for holding 
the General Conference, the Board of Bishops 
shall be authorized to effect such change. 

7 88. At the General Conference a Bishop 
- shall preside; but if there be no Bishop present, 
a Chairman shall be elected in like manner as 
_at the Annual Conferences. (§ 71.) The Bish- 
ops shall appoint the Secretary, who may add 
the necessary assistants to record correctly all 
transactions of the General Conference. 

7 89. A majority of the aggregate number 
‘of members shall constitute a quorum. 

7 90. The General Conference shall have 
’ power to make rules and arrangements for our - 
Church, under the following restrictions: 

1. The General Conference’ shall have no 
power to alter, detract from or add to any of our 
Articles of Faith, except that nee Civil 
Governments. (Art. xvii.) 

2. It shall have no power to alter any of the 
rules or forms in our Church Discipline, (the 
rules of Temporal Economy excepted) unless 
such alterations are previously recommended by 
two-thirds of the members of all the Annual Con- 
ferences, who may be present at the sessions 
thereof; after which the General Conference 
shall have power, by a majority of three-fourths, 
to alter any of our rules or forms, excepting the 
_ Articles of Faith. 

~§ 91. It shall also have power, by three- 
fourths of its votes, to recommend to the Annual 
Conferences an alteration of any one of said rules 


61 


J 92-94 The General Conference. 


or forms; and, after such alteration shall have 
been approved by two-thirds of the members 
present at the sessions of all the Annual Con- 
ferences, it shall be declared to be law by our 
Bishops, and incorporated into our Church Dis- 
cipline. 

J 92. The General Conference is the Supreme 
Court of Law in the Church. As such it shall 
decide upon the legality of all acts of Annual 
Conferences, and upon all such cases as may 
arise between Conferences, and such as may 
arise between any incorporated society of the 
Church and its officers, or any Annual Confer- 
ence. In its judicial capacity it shall decide, 
render verdict and declare judgment, only on 
such eases as are lawfully brought before it for 
adjudication. 

7 93. It shall also have power to make such 
rules and regulations as will enable it to execute 
the powers conferred upon it. 


ORDER OF PROCEDURE. 


J 94. The following questions in their order 
constitute the order-of the proceedings of the 
General Conference. 

1. Who are the members of the Conference 
and what is their number ? 

2. Let the conduct of the Bishops and the 
other members be investigated. 

3. Has the Episcopal Message been delivered 
to the Conference ? 

4. Have the Standing Committees been ap- 
pointed by the President? 
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On Worship. = 

. On Letters and Documents. 

On the Proceedings of the Annual’ Conferences. 

On Missions. 

On the State of the Ciurch. 

On Episcopacy. 

-On Revision. 

On Boundaries. 

On Ways and Means. 

-On Statistics. 

. On the Proceedings of the Board of Missions. 

On the Puklishing House. 

.On Christian Benevolence. 

. On Education. 

. On Church Extension. 

. On Sunday-schools, Catechetical Instruction, and 

Young People’s. Alliance. 

. On the Family, Publie Morals (Temperance, 
Sabbath Observance, etc.) 

. On the Charitable Society and the Sunday-school 
and Tract Union. 

s. On Memorials (if necessary). 

t. On Superannuation Fund. 

u. On Church Federaticn and Union. 

vy. On Resolutions. 

5. What are the summary statistics of our 
Church ? 

6. Have the transactions of the Annual Con- 
ferences been examined and decided upon? 

7. Are there any recommendations from the 
Annual Conferences to this Conference with re- 
gard to the rules, formulas and regulations of 
our Church to be acted upon? 

8. Is any change necessary in the rules and 
regulations of the Temporal Economy of our 
Church ? 
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9. How are the bounds of the Annual Con- 
ference districts arranged and how are they 
named ? 

10. What books are to be published? And 
what is the report concerning the Publishing 
House, and our publications in general? 

11. Have the Bishops been elected? 

12. Have the general officers of the Church 
been elected? Namely: 

The Publishing Agent. 

The Editor of the Christliche Botschafter. 

The Editor of the Evangelical Messenger. 

The Editor of the Evangelische Magazin, 
and German Sunday-school Literature. 

The Editor of the English Sunday-school Lit- 
erature. 

The Executive Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Missionary Society. 

The Field Secretary of the Missionary So- 
ciety. 

The Members of the Board of Publication. 

The Members of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. ‘ 

Lay-members of the Board of Missions. 

The General Statistical Secretary. 

The Corresponding Secretary of the Board of 
Chureh Extension. 

The Court of Appeals and Trial Court for 
General Conference officers. 

The Publisher of our Branch Publishing 
-House in Europe. 

The Editor of the Evangelische Botschafter 
‘and other European publications. 
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‘The Bock Committee of our European Pub- 
lishing House. 

The General Secretary of the Sunday-schools 
and the Young People’s Alliance. 

The Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund. 

13. Have the salaries of the Bishop been ap- 
portioned among the various Annual Confer-. 
ences ? : 

14. What is to be done in the cause of mis- 
sions? Are any preachers present who may be 
sent abroad as missionaries where the pure doc- 
trine of the Lord Jesus Christ is yet unknown? 

15. What is to be done in the cause of Sun- 
day-schools, the Young People’s Alliance, and 
‘Tract distribution ? 

16. What is the condition of our educational 
institutions, and what can be done to increase 
and improve them ? 

17. Where and when shall the next General 
Conference be held? 

18. Have the Bishops received their licenses ? 

19. Have the ad interim decisions of the 
Board of Bishops been approved ? 

20. Is there any other business to be trans- 
acted ? 

21. Have the proceedings of this Conference 
been correctly recorded and signed by every 
member as a sign of acquiescence and obedience 
as in the sight of God? 

If so, then, after the conclusion let every one 
cheerfully in the name of God and in peace, at- 
tend to his Charge. 
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PART IV. 


THE CHURCH AND THE YOUTH. | 





CHAPTER I. 
The Relation of Children to the Church. 


{ 95. Children belong to Christ and are un- 
der Him as the Head of redeemed humanity, 
namely, the holy universal Church of God. 
Christ Himself has placed them within the in- 
ner circle of His Church by His declaration: 
‘‘Of such is the kingdom of God.’’ Therefore 
they are to be received by the Church into her 
visible organic union by holy baptism and to be 
regarded as belonging to her fold, and as ob- 
_ jects of her solicitude and pastoral eare. 

Therefore, also, the children of our Church- 
members, who have received holy baptism, are 
to be specially regarded as belonging 10 our own 
Chureh, by Christian instruction and godly 
training to be led unto living faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to the conscious experience 
of salvation, and then, upon their own free-will 
and choice, be received as members into our 
Church communion, in accordance with the rules, 
regulations and order of our Church for the re- 
ception of members. 
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C HAPTER CEE 
Sunday-Schools, 


{| 96. In each of our societies a Sunday-school 
shall be maintained, which shall, if possible, 
meet on each Sunday of the year at an appro- 
priate hour, for religious instruction, under the 
_ supervision of the Preacher-in-charge. 

§ 97. The Sunday-schools shall be under the 
management of a General Board, consisting of 
eleven persons, who are to be elected quadren- 
nially by the General Conference.” Its purpose 
shall be to lead the Sunday-schools onward to a 
higher degree of usefulness in their educational 
-and evangelistic efforts by the most effective 
means and methods. This Board shall be con- 
stituted as follows: 1. One Bishop, who shall be 
elected by the Board of Bishops, as their repre- 
sentative; 2. The two editors of our German and 
- Exelish Sunday-school literature; 3. The Gen- 
eral Secretary of our Sunday-schools and 
Young People’s Alliances; 4. The Publisher of 
our publishing concern; 5. One Pastor and five 
laymen, experienced in Sunday-school work, who 
shall represent as fully as possible the various 
sections of our Church. These shall be elected 
by the General Conference on nomination by the 
Quadrennial Convention. This Board shall meet 
annually in Cleveland, Ohio, or at some other 
- suitable place, if possible, at the time when the 
Board of Control of the Young People’s Alli- 
ance meets, to transact its business. It shall 
also constitute the Board of Control of the Sun- 
day-school and Tract Union. The General Secre- 
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tary of Sunday-schools and Young People’s Al- 
liances shall be the Executive Officer of this 
Board and shall labor under its direction, as well 
as the direction of the Board of Control of the 
Young People’s Alliance. 


| 98. The Sunday-school cause in the Annual 
Conferences shall be under the management of 
Conference Sunday-school Boards, which are 
auxiliaries to the General Board. These Boards 
of the Annual Conferences shall consist of one 
preacher and two laymen from each Presiding 
Elder district, or Sunday-school district, if the 
Conferences deem it advisable to divide their ~ 
boundaries into Sunday-school districts. These 
representatives shall be elected either by the 
preachers and laymen (members of the Annual 
Conference) of the Presiding Elder districts, or 
by the Sunday-school conventions held on the 
Sunday-school districts. These Boards shall 
transact their business during the time of the 
Annual Conference session; they shali devise 
plans to proraote the Sunday-school work with- 
in the bounds of the Conference, and shall ap- 
point a Sunday-school secretary, who shall be 
the secretary of the Board and report the pro- 
ceedings of the Board as well as the condition 
of the Sunday-schools to the Conference. 


{ 99. The management of the local Sunday- 
school shall be entrusted to a Local Board, 
wherever possible, and this shall consist of the 
Preacher-in-charge and the officers of the Sun- 
day-school, and the Superintendents of the vari- 
ous divisions and departments appointed by the 
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Preacher-in-charge and the officers. The divi- 
sion and department superintendents and teach- 
ers shall be appointed by the Preacher-in-charge, 
the Superintendent, and Assistant Superintend- 
ent. The local Board shall devise plans and 
programs for workers’ conferences, procure the 
necessary literature, manage funds and transact 
the business of the school. The officers of the 
Sunday-school constitute the officers of this 
Board. Where this is not -possible the School 
shall be under the management of the Super- 
intendent. These Boards shall be auxiliaries to 
the Conference Boards. The Superintendent 
shall be elected annually at a regularly an- 
-nounced meeting of the members of the society, 
by a majority of the votes of the members pres- 
ent, with the approval of the Preacher-in- 
charge. At the same time the officers, Assistant 
- Superintendent, Secretary, Treasurer and Libra- 
rian, shall be elected in the same manner. The 
Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer must be members of the 
Evangelical Association. 

The Workers’ Conferences shall consist of the 
members of the local Sunday-school Board, the 
Sunday-school teachers, the members of the Re- 
serve Class, the Teachers’ Training Class, and 
the members of the various Committees appoint- 
ed by the Board. The officers of the local Board 
shall serve as the officers of this Conference. 
It shall hold regular monthly or quarterly 
- meetings to discuss practical problems of the 
school and serve in an advisory capacity in 
relation to the Board. 
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¢ 100. In the formation of Sunday-schools 
at places where we have no societies, the Preach- 
er-in-charge shall appoint the officers and teach- 
ers, according to his best judgment. 

Constitutions shall be provided for the Board 
of Sunday-schools of the Church, for the Boards 
of Sunday-schools of Annual Conferences, and 
for the local Boards of Sunday-schools, setting 
forth their name, purpose, membership, meet- 
ings, election of officers and work. These Con- 
stitutions must have the approval of the General 
Conference. 


{ 101. The duties of the Superintendent are 
as follows: He shall see that the School is regu- 
larly opened, conducied, and closed; that each 
elass is provided with a teacher of Christian 
character and principles; and that everything 
in the School is done in a Christian manner. 
He shall also furnish the Quarterly Conference 
with all necessary information coneerning the 
School, and annually with a statistical report. 


§ 102. In the absence of the Superintendent 
the Assistant Superintendent shall oceupy his 
place. The duties of the other officers are such 
as belong to their respective positions. 

§ 103. The Preacher shall meet the officers 
and teachers of the School once each week for a 
thorough discussion of the lesson for the follow- 
ing Sunday with them. If he can not be present, 
the Superintendent shall take his place. 


J 104. It is the duty of each teacher to in- 
quire into the reasons for the absence of any of 
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his scholars, and, as circumstances and ability 
will warrant, give reproof, advice, and aid. 


7 105. In ease of neglect of duty on the part 
of an officer or teacher the Superintendent shall 
admonish him in love, and in case there is no 
improvement, he shall request the Preacher to ~ 
admonish such delinquent as to his duties. 


106. The Preacher-in-charge shall preside 
at the election of Officers of the Sunday-school 
and at all business meetings of the Society per- 
taining to the Sunday-school. 


CHAPTER III. 
Religious Instruction of the Youth. 


‘4 107. It is the duty of every preacher to 
impart catechetical instruction, during at least 
six months of the Conference year, in every 
society on his field of labor. The two years’ 
course of instruction shall be so arranged as to 
embrace the whole of the ‘‘Smaller Catechism 
of the Evangelical Association’’; but on charges 
where this is impracticable on account of too 
great a number of societies, a three years’ 
course shall be provided. 


7 108. It is the duty of our members to send 
their children, who have attained the age of ten 
years, to catechetical instruction, at least two 
years, or until the preacher shall deem them 
sufficiently advanced, to be dismissed from 
further attendance. 
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q 109. The meetings for catechetical instruc- 
tion shall be opened with prayer. 

7 110. At the completion of the course of in- 
struction an examination of the catechumens 
shall be conducted in the presence of the so- 
ciety. This examinaticn shall embrace a re- 
view of the principal portions of the catechism, 
and shall consist of from fifty to sixty questions. 
The singing of suitable hymns, prayer and an 
appropriate address by the minister, in connec- 
tion with the examination, should be such as 
to give it the character of a devout religious 
service. It shall not be permitted to require 
the children to take upon themselves any vows, 
nor the laying on of hands. 

q 111. It shall be left to the conscientious 
judgment of the preacher, whether the catechu- 
mens have sufficient knowledge of the subject 
for the purpose of this examination ; where this 
is not the case they shall not be permitted to 
participate in said examination, but shall be re- 
quired to attend further instruction. 

f{ 112. This examination has no connection 
with the reception of members into our Church, 
rules for that purpose being given at the proper 
place in our Book of Discipline. 


CHAPTER IV. 
Young People’s Alliance. - 

] 113. 1. The Church fully appreciating 
her responsibility for the spiritual nurture of 
her youth, and recognizing the importance of 
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- present day movements for winning and effec- 
tively utilizing for efficient Christian service her 
youthful forces, encourages all such ‘organiza- 
tions in the Church as will promote the work 
among our young people. 

2. There shall therefore be a young people’s 
organization in the Church to be known as the 
Young People’s Alliance of the Evangelical 
Association, with a Conference Branch in the 
bounds of each Annual Conference, and Auxil- 
iary Senior and Junior Alliances in the local 
churches. 

3. The object of the Young People’s Alliance 
is to promote the religious, intellectual and social 
culture of the young-members and friends of 
the Church and to train them for effective 
Christian service. It shall be the special duty 
of the General Alliance and the Conference 
Branches to unite the Alliances of the entire 
Church for mutual helpfulness, to aid them in- 
earrying on their work and to organize new 
societies wherever practicable. 

4. There shall be a constitution for the Gen- 
eral Alliance, the Conference Branches and the 
local Alliances, setting forth the name, purpose, 
membership, meetings, election of officers and 
work of the Alliances. These Constitutions 
must have the approval of the General Con- 
ference. 

5. Each Conference Branch, through its cor- 
responding secretary, shall annually render a 
report to its Annual Conference on the condi- 
tion of the Young People’s Alliances in the 
Branch. 
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PART V. 
THE MINISTRY. 


CHAPTER TI. 
Reception and Ordination of Preachers. 


114. A candidate for admission into our 
ministry must be able to present a good recom- 
mendation from the class to which he belongs, 
in the following form: 

_ ‘We, the undersigned members of ClassA recommend 
dur brother B.—C.—, as a suitable person for the office 
of the ministry, and do hereby give him a~ good testi- 
many respecting his Christian conduct, believing him to 
be possessed of the necessary abilities, and that he is 
called of God to this office.’’ : 

| 115. The meeting for the purpose of recom- 
mending an applicant for the ministry must be 
held in the presence of the Preacher-in-charge, 
Presiding Elder, or a Bishop, who shall ascer- 
tain whether the applicant is free from the use 
of tobacco, and whether he has no more debts 
than he is well able to pay, and then counsel 
with the class in regard to the ability and quali- 
fication of the applicant, and make plain to the 
class the importance of such recommendation 
to the ministry. It is required that two-thirds 
of the members of the class by which a person is 
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recommended to the ministry, must subscribe to 
his recommendation at the aforesaid stated 
meeting. 

| 116. The Chairman of the Conference con- 
cerned is to examine the applicant in the follow- 
ing manner: 

Ques. 1. Have you obtained the pardon of 
your sins, and peace with God through faith in 
Jesus Christ ? 

Ques. 2. Have you the Spirit of God bearing 
witness with your spirit that you are a child of 
God? 

Ques. 3. Is the love of God shed abroad in 
your heart by the Holy Spirit in such a measure 
that you have complete victory over every sin, 
inwardly and outwardly? 

[In case the applicant answers this question 
in the negative, he shall be asked :] 

Ques. 4. Do you earnestly desire it, do you 
seek it with all your heart? 

Ques. 5. Are you acquainted with the Doc- 
trines of Faitn and Discipline of our Church? 

Ques. 6. Will you observe and defend them? 

7 117. If the applicant satisfactorily answers 
all the foregoing questions, before a Quarterly 
Conference, it may recommend him to the An- 
nual or the General Conference by a majority of 
votes; or if before an Annual or General Confer- 
ence, it may give him a license as Preacher on 
Trial by a majority of votes. 

§ 118. In ease a preacher of another Chris- 
tian denomination desires to unite with our 
Church, he shall, instead of the aforesaid rec- 
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ommendation, present a’ certificate from his 
Church, of his standing in office, and a testimony 
of his Christian character from such persons as 
know him, to that Annual or the General Con- 
ference at which he makes application for recep- 
tion. He shall also make a statement or answer 
to the fifth and sixth questions in the above 
Rules for the Reception of Preachers. If he be a 
regularly ordained minister, he shall also assume, 
either orally or in writing, the vows contained 
in our form for ordaining preachers. If the 
Conference concerned considers his credentials 
and statements satisfactory, he may be received 
as a Deacon or Elder, according to the rank 
which he held in his former Church. 


ADVANCEMENT TO ORDERS. 
(a) Deacons. 


7119. The advancement to the office of a 
Deacon is consummated through an Annual or 
the General Conference in the following man- 
ner, to wit: ; 

A Local Preacher on Trial who has proven 
faithful and diligent for six years, has passed 
a satisfactory examination in the prescribed 
course of study for Itinerant Deacons, and pre- 
sents a recommendation signed annually by the 
Presiding Elder; and a Traveling Preacher who 
has been diligent and faithful during a proba- 
tion of two years, either in the Itinerancy or 
under the Presiding Elder, and has passed a 
satisfactory examination’ in the prescribed 
course of study, shall be considered candidates 
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for the office of a Deacon. If they receive a 
majority of the votes in the Conference, they 
shall be ordained in due form as prescribed in 
our ritual for the Ordination of Deacons. 
(J 145.) 

120. Such of our preachers on trial a as com- 
plete a course of study in one of our theological 
schools shall abide a probation of one year, in 
the active work of the ministry. 

| 121. Such as are teachers in our institu- 
tions of learning shall abide a probation of three 
years: and such as, by order of the General 
Board of Missions, are engaged in Mission Work 
among the heathen, a probation of two years, 
after which they shall respectively be consid- 
ered candidates for the office of a Deacon, and 
_ be acted upon in the same manner as herein be- 

fore provided. 
(b) Elders. 

f 122. The advancement to the office of an 
Elder is likewise consummated through an An- 
nual or the General Conference. After a Dea- 
econ has faithfully discharged the duties of his 
office as an Itinerant Preacher among us for two 
years, or has served faithfully as a teacher in 
any of our institutions of learning for three 
years, and has passed a satisfactory examination 
in the prescribed course of study, he may be 
presented to the Conference as a candidate for 
the office of an Hilder, and if he receive a ma- 
jority of the votes of the Conference, he shall 
be ordained in due form as prescribed in our 
ritual for the Ordination of Elders, (f 146.) 
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CHAPTER II. 


Election of Presiding Elders and Bishops. 
(a) Presiding Elders. 


7 123. The Presiding Elders shall be elected 
from among the Itinerant Elders by a majority 
of the votes of an Annual or the General Con- 
ference, for a period of four years. They may 
be re-elected at the end of that time, but not. to 
serve for more than four consecutive years on 
the same district, except in those Conferences 
having only one district. In case of a vacaney in 
the term of a Presiding Elder, the Conference 
may elect a Presiding Elder to fill the unexpired 
term. 

(b) Bishops. 

§ 124. The Bishops shall be elected by the 
General Conference from among the Itinerant 
Elders, by a majority of votes for the term of 
four years; and if they prove to be faithful 
shepherds, live according to the Word of* God, 
and the rules of our Discipline, in true godli- 
ness, they shall always be eligible. If a Bishop 
by reason of advanced age or other disabilities 
is unable to perform the functions of a Bishop 
he shall be placed on the list of Superannuated 
Bishops by the General Conference. 


§ 125. A Superannuated Bishop shall be ex- 
empt from episcopal duties and authority. He 
shall, however, be an advisory member of the 
General Conference, of the Board of Bishops, 
and of all General Boards of the Church of 
which the Bishops are ex-officio members. 
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{ 126. Every minister of our Church must 
have a license, either written or printed, plainly 
stating how far he is empowered by our Confer- 
ence im his official functions, which license must 
be signed by the Chairman and Secretary of one 
of our Annual Conferences. 

127. The licenses of the Bishops are to be 
renewed at every session of General Conference,. 
and signed by the Chairman and Secretary. 








. CHAPTER III. 
Special Duties of the Preachers in the Dis- 


charge of Their Official Functions. 
(a) Local Preachers 
q 128. 


1. It isthe duty of local preachers to preach 
at least once every Sunday unless they be also 
serving as Class-leaders. 

2. They shall exert themselves to find new 
preaching places, serve them faithfully and dili- 
gently, and acquaint the people with our Church 
Discipline at their appointments. Wherever 
the Lord blesses their labor in awakening and 
converting souls, they shall, if practicable, or- 
-ganize the people into classes and incorporate 
them into the adjacent Charge. 

_ 3. When and wherever they are called upon, 
they shall preach funeral sermons; they shall do 
so cordially and never refuse, except there be 
some unavoidable hindrance to prevent them. 
4, likewise they shall be diligent to visit 
the sick and assist the poor and indigent. 

5. It further devolves upon a local Deacon, 

where it becomes necessary, to baptize; to assist 
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in administering the Lord’s Supper; to perform 
marriage ceremonies, and it is required of him. 
above other local preachers, in case of necessity, 
to take the place of the itimerant preachers. 

6. To give the Church a good example in 
benevolence, and to instruct all in this duty, by 
preaching and exhortation; to do works of char- 
ity and mercy, especially to the household of 
God, and also to those who are without. Let 
him not be negligent in this duty in particular. 

(b) Itinerant Preachers in General. 

7129. The special duties of an Itinerant 
Preacher are: 

1. To travel and preach as much as possible 
on his appointed charge, and never neglect an 
appointment, nor omit holding class examina- 
tions at least four times a year in each class. 

2. To see that our Church Discipline is ob- 
served in every respect on his Charge. 

3. Where no Stewards are appointed, to so- 
licit quarterly contributions and note them in 
the Class-leader’s book, that the leader may 
duly collect them; and where there is no Class- 
leader or Steward he shall himself collect them. 
Always appoint the Friday preceding the quar- 
terly meeting as a special day for fasting and 
prayer; and also endeavor to convince the 
friends of their duty to fast, to pray and to 
give alms. 

4. To make pastoral visits in his Charge; 
the sick, the prisoners, the poor and forsaken 
are by no means to be neglected. by him in his 
visitations; he is to assist them as to body and 
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- soul, and by example and exhortation incite 
_ others thereto. He shall at every visit if pos- 
sible have prayer, recommend godliness, econo- 
my and cleanliness, and exhort the people to 
live peaceably, in union and love. . 

5. To form classes wherever the Lord effects 
_ the awakening and conversion of souls through 
his labors. 

6. To read the General Rules for members 
of our Church (f 32-35), or cause them to be 
read, publicly, at least four times a year, in 
each class. They shall be read specially at the 
reception of new members. 

7. As a faithful son of the Gospel, he shall 
receive with reverence the good advice and ad- 
‘monitions of his brethren. 

; (c) Preachers in Charge. 


7 130. Although a preacher to whom is en- 
trusted the charge of a field of labor, is bound 
in a special manner, above all others, to observe 
all that is contained in the preceding para- 
graphs concerning the duties of ‘Itinerant 
preachers, yet upon him devolve also the follow- 
ing additional duties. 

§ 131. He shall see to it, that the other 
preachers on his charge conduct themselves well, 
and that-they lack in nothing. He also shall 
receive members into Church fellowship, accord- 
ing to the directions of our Discipline. 


RECEPTION OF MEMBERS. 
§ 132. The reception of new members shall, 
whenever practicable, be conducted as follows: 
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The preacher shall announce, some time pre- 
viously, at what time an opportunity is to be ~ 
given for the admission of new members, and 
publicly and privately invite such persons as 
manifest an earnest desire to flee from the wrath 
te come, to attend. 

At the time thus appointed, the service shall 
be so arranged that time remains to proceed 
with due solemnity and order. The General 
Rules ({ff 32-35) for members of our Church 
shall then be read before the congregation. 

§ 183. After this an invitation shall be given 
to those who wish to unite to come forward ;- the 
preacher shall then proceed to examine them as 
follows: 

a) Ques. Are you fully determined to re- 
mnounce every sin, and to seek redemption in 
Christ, and in observing our General Rules, to 
live according to the Word of God, and to con- 
tinue steadfast in godliness until death? Are 
you determined by the grace of God, to do so? 
Then answer, yes. 

b) Ques. Have you received Christian Bap- 
tism ? 

(In case a candidate answers in the negative, 
the following shall be asked:] 

c) Ques. Are you willing to be. baptized? 

d) Ques. Are you also willing to support 
the Gospel according to your means? 

If these questions are satisfactorily answered, 
the preacher may receive such persons, provided, 
further, that there be no objections raised. While 
the preacher records their names, some suitable 
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hymn may be sung, after which the names of 
the new members shall be announced, and the 
right hand of fellowship be extended to them. 
The service shall be closed with a suitable prayer, 
an exhortation and the benediction. 

134. When a member in good standing 
moves to another field of labor of our Church, 
the Preacher-in-Charge shall issue to such mem- 
ber a Certificate of Membership and Dismissal, 
and notify the preacher of the charge to which 
said ‘member wishes to transfer, and of his new 
address and place of residence, and also inform 
the Membership Secretary, that he may be 
promptly received and enrolled. Persons moy- 
ing into localities where the Evangelical Associa- 
tion is not represented, may retain their mem- 
bership in their former home Society by faith- 
fully attending to the means of grace and living 
a godly life, and by complying as far as pos- 
sible with their duties as Church members. 

7135. The following duties also devolve 

upon the Preacher-in-charge: 
1. To preside at all meetings of the Society 
and conduct all elections of Class-leaders, Ex- 
horters and Sunday-school officers according to 
our Church Discipline. 

_ 2. He shall, after consultation with the Class- 
leaders and Exhorters of his Charge not earlier 
than one month prior to the Annual Conference, 
revise the roll of members according to the 
changes occurring during the year. 

3. He shall also keep a general and _ per- 
manent church register, accurately recording the 
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names of our members at the various appoint- 
ments on his charge, properly arranged as to 
classes and families, noting therein all changes 
in the records made at the official meeting as 
above directed, viz: deaths, expulsions, with- 
drawals and removals. 

4. To renew the class books and prepare an 
accurate statistical report annually gee 
to oe prescribed rules and forms. 

To record all other important occurrences, 
fouctce with the list of his appointments, for 
the information of his successor in office, and 
submit such records to the Annual Conference. 

6. To investigate charges, place members on 
probation, or exclude them, as the case may re- 
quire, according to the directions of our Church 
Discipline. 

7. When a member in good standing con- 
templates removing from one field of labor to 
another in our Church, the Preacher-in-charge 
shall issue to such member a certificate of mem- 
bership and letter of recommendation. (See Ap- 
pendix IV.) 

8. He shall be diligent in organizing Sunday- 
schools, and exercise a watchful supervision over | 
those already existing on his charge, providing — 
them with the necessary officers, and in consul- _ 
tation with these officers the necessary teachers 
and literature, as prescribed in our Church Dis- 
cipline. He shall encourage his members by pre- 
cept and example to zealous participation in the 
Sunday-school, and in earnestness and love ad- 
monish those who neglect these duties. 
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- 9. He shall see to it that the societies are 
properly provided with our periodicals and with 
such books as may be recommended by our 
Church. 

10. Where the erection of Church edifices be- 
comes necessary on his charge, and there are 
reasonable prospects that they can be erected by 
voluntary contributions, it is his duty to see to 
it that the work is properly begun and executed. 

11. He shall frequently peruse these Rules of 

duty, in order that himself and his colleague, if 
there is one, may strictly observe them; and he 
shall especially implore Almighty God for grace 
to practice them with delight. 
12. In all important matters he shall solicit 
the advice of his brethren in office, especially 
that of the Presiding Elder. He shall give the 
latter information concerning the condition of 
his charge, and of the administration of his 
office; if he is an ordained preacher, he shall 
assist the Presiding Elder in administering the 
Lord’s Supper if necessary. He shall also bap- 
tize according to the Word of God and perform 
the ceremony of marriage when called upon. 
“In this, however, he is to act in accordance with 
the eivil law. 

13. He shall not give liberty to a person who 

- ig not regularly licensed, to preach, except ap- 
plicants for the ministry. 
(d) Presiding Elders. 


7 136. The duties of the Presiding Elder are: 

1. To travel and preach in the District as- 

signed him; to have charge of all the preachers 
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and officials, and oversee the spiritual and tem- 
poral interests of all the societies on his district. 

2. In ease of necessity he has the authority, 

in the interval of the Annual Conferences, to 
change or transfer preachers, and to remove im- 
moral ones, within the bounds of his district, — 
according to the direction of our Churek Dis- 
eipline, and may appoint applicants for the min- 
istry, when recommended by Quarterly Confer- 
ence. , 
3. He shall not be remiss in attending his 
appointed meetings, and in holding the Quar- 
terly Conferences; and at his discretion he shall 
appoint and hold camp-meetings, preach and 
exhort, according to ability, and ever be intent 
to set his brethren in office a good example in 
godliness. 

4. He shall take special care that our Dis- 
eipline be inculeated in all its parts, within the 
bounds of his district. 

5. He shall give the Bishop information, by 
letter in his absence, of the condition of affairs 
on his district, and when the Bishop is on the 
district the Presiding Elder shall meet him 
wherever the Bishop may desire his presence. 


(e) Bishops. 

| 137. The duties of a Bishop are: 

1. To oversee the spiritual and temporal con- 
cerns of our Church in general, and to take care 
that everything is done according to the Word 
ef God and our Church Discipline. 

2. To preside at our Conferences. 
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- 3. With the assistance of the _Presiding 
Elders assign to the preachers their respective 
charges at the Annual Conferences. 

4. To ordain the preachers. 

5. Previous to each Annual Conference to 
project a plan for the arrangement of the 
charges and districts, and the stationing of the 
preachers for the ensuing year; and, likewise, 
before the session of the General Conference, 
jointly with his colleagues in office, prepare a 
divisional scheme of the respective Conference 
' boundaries. 

6. To change, if necessary in the intervals 
of the Annual Conferences, Presiding Elders 
from their districts, with the consent of a 
majority of the Preachers-in-charge. on such 
‘districts; and to change preachers from one 
district to another, with the consent of the 
Presiding Elders of such districts, and from 
one Conference district to another with the con- 
sent of the preacher concerned, and of the Con- 
ference to which he is transferred. Also to 
suspend, depose or- expel disorderly preachers, 
according to the directions of our Church Dis- 
cipline. 

7. Should the Presiding Eldership of any dis- 
trict become vacant during the interval between 
the Annual Conference sessions, one of the 
Bishops shall call the preachers of the district 
into convention and a majority thereof shall fill 
the vacancy from among the elders of the district 
until the next Annual Conference, or arrange to 
have the appointments served as may seem 

87 


q 138-140 Directions for Our Preachers. 


proper in the judgment of the Bishop and a 
majority of the preachers. 

8. At every session of the General Confer- 
ence jointly with his colleagues in office, to de- 
liver a message to that body concerning the gen- 
eral state of the Church. 

7 138. To travel throughout all the Confer. 
ence districts and parts of the Evangelical Asso- 
ciation at large. Moreover he is to observe the 
whole of our’ Church Discipline in his official 
functions; and according to the Word of God, 
watch faithfully over the flock of Christ, feed- 
ing them with wholesome doctrine and guiding 
them with strict discipline. 

7 139. The Board of Bishops:shall have power 
to determine, by a majority vote, all disputed 
questions of our Church-law, especially as to 
the interpretation of our Church Discipline; and 
such interpretation shall thereafter -be binding 
upon all preachers and members of our Church 
until the next General Conference. The point 
for interpretation must be brought before the 
Board by one of the Bishops, and a Bishop may 
submit such questions whenever in his opinion 
circumstances require it. 


CHAPTER IV. 


General Rules and Directions for our Preachers. 
q 140. DIRECTION First. 


Atk preacher of our Church must know God 
as a forgiving Father, and be able to infer from 
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the following criteria the certainty of the pardon 
of his own sins, namely: . 

a) By peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

b) By the witness of the Spirit of God, given 
to his spirit, that he is a child of God. 

ec) By the love of God being shed abroad in 
his heart by the Holy Spirit. 

2. He shall observe our General Rules and 
live according to the Word of God. 

3. He should be in such a state of grace that 
no sin whatever has dominion over him, neither 
within nor without; and if this be not ‘the case 
he should strive without delay to become a par- 


- taker of perfect love; otherwise he cannot abide 


as a true Christian, much less as a teacher of 
the Gospel. 

4. He shall not only acquaint himself with 
the doctrines of our faith, but believe, observe 
and vindicate them by a becoming manner of 
life and conduct, as well as by -preaching and 
exhortation. 

5. He shall preach neither too long, nor with 
unabated loudness. 

6. Introduce fasting and abstinence “into the 


Church by his own example, and exhort thereto 


in a becoming manner. 

7. Instruct the children properly in our 
churches, in private conversation with them, as 
well as by regular catechetical instruction in the 
doctrines of religion. 

8. Visit the sick and prisoners, and assist the 
needy in word and deed. 
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9, Hold Class-meetings, examining the peo- 
ple in a becoming, manner, and giving instruc- 
tions concerning the salvation of their souls. 


q 141. DIRECTION SECOND. 


1. A preacher among us should be diligent, 
and never unemployed; never be engaged in un- 
important matters; never trifle away his time, 
nor waste it at any place with unnecessary 
things. 

2. Be ever serious. Avoid levity, jesting 
and foolish talking. Let his motto be: ‘‘ Holi- 
ness unto the Lord.’’ 

3. Be discreet in conversation; circumspect 
in his association with persons of the female sex, 
and sedate in his general demeanor. 

4. A preacher shall not be allowed to enter 
- into marriage during the time of his probation. 
Let him first consult his elder brethren in office 
before he takes any step towards marriage. 

5. He should ever be disinclined to credit 
accusations, unless they are duly authenticated. 
Let him be cautious about believing what he has 
not personally witnessed, and let him construe 
everything in the best light, as far as may be 
consistent with truth. As is known, the judge - 
always presumes the innocence of the accused 
until guilt is proven. 

6. Let him speak evil of no one; for the word 
of a calumniator, especially if he be a preacher, 
eats as does a canker. Whatever he may think 
of one, let him keep it in his own breast, till he 
reveals it to the one concerned. 
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7. Tell every one under his care, in love and 
with plainness, what he thinks wrong in his con- 
duct and temper; and that without delay. 

-8. Avoid all haughtiness of spirit and man- 
ner. <A preacher of the Gospel is a servant 
of all. 

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

10. Be punctual, and do everything in its 
proper time. 

11. His whole business is to strive to save 
souls. Let him be wholly devoted to this; let 
_ him spend and be spent in this work. He is to. 
visit, not only those who need it most, but all 
who need it. Let him observe that his business 
does not consist merely in preaching so and so 
often, and taking care of this and that society, 
_ but he is to bring as many sinners to repentance 
as possible, save as many souls as he can, and 
_ with all his power incite them to and build them 
up in that holiness without which no man shall 
see the Lord. 


12. Let him ever remember that a faithful 
minister must observe every point in the Dis- 
- cipline, great and small. It will therefore be 
necessary for him to exercise all the gifts of 
judgment and grace which he may possess. It 
does not become him to amend our rules, but to 
observe them; not merely for fear of being 
reprimanded, but for conscience’ sake. 

13. Let him act in all things, not according 
to his self-conceit, but as a son of the Gospel. 
As such it is his duty to employ his time, accord- 
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ing to this direction, in preaching, teaching, 
pastoral visiting and pious meditation. 

14. Above all things, it is the duty of a 
preacher, as far as the societies are entrusted to 
him, to take care of them, and to edify them 
with all diligence, fidelity and circumspection, 
with all the ability given him of God; and he 
should ever remember that he has been called 
and duly ordained to serve the Church of God, 
and not to lord it over God’s heritage, but to be 
an example to the flock of Christ. 

15. If by any means he expects to be a lab- 
orer with us in the vineyard of the Lord, it is 
necessary that he do that part. of the work as- 
signed him, and then and there, as may be 
judged most contributory to the glory of God. 


q 142. Direction THIrD. 


1. In order to be qualified to do the work of 
the Lord as preachers of the Gospel, we must 
keep close to God in prayer and supplication for 
and with each other. 

2. Love each other heartily, and daily draw 
more closely the bond of love and unity. 

3. Put our trust in God. 

4. Always set God before our eyes. 

5. Watch over each other in love, and, as 
often as we meet, affectionately remind each 
other of our duties. 

6. Exercise ourselves in fasting as much as 
our health and calling admit; and observe tem- 
perance at. all times. 
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7. Under no pretext whatever use spirituous 
liquors, except as a medicine. 

8. Not sleep too long in the morning. Let 
us never forget that it is our duty to be early 
engaged in prayer. Let us be awake and em- 
ployed at least sixteen hours of twenty-four: so 
shall we be the better qualified to do the work of 
the Lord. 

9. Take up our eross daily, be it ever so 
pressing, as from the hand of the Lord, with a 
view of ‘profiting thereby, and of becoming ex- 
amples to others. 

10. Whenever practicable, spend an hour of 
retirement in the morning and evening, in secret 
“prayer and meditation on the Word of God. 

11. Steadfastly and diligently, with care and 
attention, read and search the Scriptures, with 
fervent prayer before and after reading, for our 
own edification, endeavoring forthwith to put 
into practice what we have read. 


q 143. DIRECTION Fourta. 


It is further expedient, in order to do the 
work of the Lord, that we observe the following | 
“points: 
~ 1. That we conduct ourselves, upon the whole 
with dignity and seriousness. 

2. That we never disappoint a congregation ; 
always begin the public services on time, and 
open and close them in a becoming manner. 

3. Not dress haughtily, but decently, cleanly 
and becomingly. 

4. Contract no debts if unable to pay them. 
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5. Be true to our trust, and perform our 
promises. : 


6. Duly to instruct the societies in singing 
and praying. : 

7. Our preachers are to seek entrance for the 
spread of the knowledge of God, by prayer and 
supplication to Him for open hearts and doors: 
and to improve the talents, gifts and knowledge 
which God has imparted to them, to spread His 
work abroad; especially where vital religion and 
Christian discipline are yet unknown. Finally, 
our ministers shall avail themselves of such 
means as God points out in His Word, through 
which His Church may be edified and kept in 
the unity of faith; such as preaching, exhorting, 
and pastoral visiting from house to. house; class- 
examination, and reproving sin by word and 
deed. 

8. He who desires to be useful in the | 
of the Lord, must be fervent in prayer, love his 
brethren and sisters cordially, and pray much 
for himself and them in secret. 


q 144. DIRECTION FIFTH. 


The best general method to do the work of 
the Lord efficiently, is: 

1. By exhortation and preaching, to show sin- 
ners the sinfulness of their condition, and con- 
vince them of their need of Divine grace in order 
to be saved. 


2. To point to. Christ as the Fountain of 
grace, and invite sinners to accept Him by faith. 
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3. To build up the edifice of holiness on this 
well-laid foundation, and to do this in every 
sermon. 

4. The best and most effectual way to preach 
Christ, is: 

a) "To preach Him in all His offices. 

b) To declare His law as well as His Gospel, 
both to believers and to unbelievers; and insist 
upon inward and outward holiness. It is to be 
our steadfast aim and firm endeavor thus to teach 
powerfully and soundly. 

ce) To humble ourselves before God, and 
choose the plainest text which presents itself, 
and meditating thereon, pray God in secret for 
grace thus to offer Christ, and to adapt the 
‘sermon to the circumstances and capacity of the 
audience. 

5. Be assured, that if we seriously perform 
these duties for the glory of God and for Christ’s 
sake, God will grant us grace for grace to enable 
us to discharge faithfully our duties as ministers 
of the Gospel. Let us therefore persevere in 
prayer for the needed grace and gifts, for all 
our sufficiency is from Him who is the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift. 
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PART VI. 
RITUAL. 


CHAPTER I. 
j 145. The Ordination of Deacons. 
“On the day appointed for the ordination a sermon or 


exhortation shall be delivered, in which the office and the 
duties of Deacons are to be explained. 


PRESENTATION. 


After this one of the Elders shall present unto the 
Bishop the persons to be ordained, in the following man- 
ner: He shall call their names, one by one, upon which 
they shall arise in their places, and the Elder shall say: 


Bishop: I present unto you these persons to 
be ordained to the office of Deacon. 


The Bishop shall then say to those present: 


Brethren:—If there be any among you who 
knows of any crime or any other impediment 
concerning any one of these persons presented to 
be ordained Deacons, for which he ought not to 
be admitted to this office, let him come forth in 
the name of God, and make known such crime 
or impediment. 


(If any impediment be made known, the Bishop shall 
defer the ordination of that person until such time as the 
accused shall be found clear thereof.) 


_ PRAYER. 


Almighty God, who by thy Divine Providence 
hast instituted divers orders of ministers in thy 
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Church, and didst inspire thy apostles to choose 
into the order of Deacons thy first martyr, St. 
Stephen, with many others, do thou mercifully 
look upon these thy servants, who are called to 
like office and administration. Replenish thou 
them with the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn 
them with innocency of life, that both by word 
and good example they may faithfully serve thee 
in this office, to the glory of thy name and the 
edification of thy Church, through the merits of 
thy beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Thou art, O Lord, the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, and hast been pleased, ac- 
cording to thy great goodness, to take these thy 
servants into the office of Deacons in thy Church. 
We beseech thee, grant them humility, discretion 
and steadfastness, in the faithful discharge of 
their ministry, and give them a ready mind to 
observe all spiritual discipline. Grant, O Lord, 
that they may always have the testimony of a 
good conscience, and, continuing ever stable and 
strong in thy Son Christ’ Jesus, may so conduct 
themselves in this inferior office, that they may 
-be found worthy to be ealled into the higher 
offices of thy Chureh. Assist us, O Lord, with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy 

continual help, that in all our works begun, con- 
tinued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlasting life through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Then the following shall be read, I. Tim. iii. 8-13: 


‘“‘Tikewise must the Deacons be grave, not 
double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
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greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of the 
faith in a pure conscience. And let these also 
first be proved; then let them use the office of a 
Deacon, being found blameless. Even so must 
their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faith- 
ful in all things. Let the Deacons be the hus- 
bands of one wife, ruling their children and their | 
own houses well. For they that have used the 
office of a Deacon well, purchase to themselves a 
good degree, and great boldness in the faith, 
which is in Christ. Jesus.’’ 

Then shall the Bishop, in the presence of those as- 
sembled, examine every one who is to be ordained, after 
the following manner: 

Ques.—Have you the confidence that you are 
inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon 
you the office of a minister, to serve God to the 
glory of His name, and to the edification of His 
Church ? 

Ans.—I have this confidence. 


Ques:—Do you unfeignedly believe ali the 
canonical books of the Old and New Testaments ? 

Ans.—I do believe them. 

Ques.— Will you diligently read and expound 
them unto the people whom you shall be ap- 
pointed to serve? 

Ans.—I will. 

| Ques.—It appertains to the office of a Deacon 
C assist the Elder in divine service; and espe- 
cially when he administers the holy communion, 
to help him in the distribution thereof, and to 
read and expound the Holy Scriptures; to in- 
struct the youth, and, in the absence of an Elder, 
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to baptize. And furthermore, it is his office to 
search for the sick, the poor, and the helpless, 
that they may be visited and relieved. Will you 
do this gladly and willingly? 

-Ans.—I will do so by the help of God. 

Ques.— Will you use all diligence to frame 
and fashion your own life, and the lives of your 
family, according to the doctrine of Christ, and 
make both yourself and your family wholesome 
examples to the flock of Christ? 

Ans.—I will do so, the Lord being my helper. 

Ques.— Will you reverently obey them to 
whom the charge over you is committed, follow- 
Ing with a glad and willing heart, their good 
admonitions ? 

Ans.—I will endeavor to do so, God ‘being my 
helper. 

. Then the Bishop, laying his hands upon the head of 
each of them, shall say: ~ 

Take thou authority to execute the office of 
a deacon in the Church of God. 

Then shall the Bishop deliver to each of them the 
Holy Bible, saying: 

Take thou authority to preach and expound 
the Word of God in the Church of Christ. 


Then one of those appointed by the Bishop shall read 
this portion of the Gospel, Luke xii. 35-38: 


‘‘Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto men 
that wait for their lord, when he will return from 
the wedding; that, when he cometh and knocketh 
they may open unto him immediately. Blessed 
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are those servants whom the Lord, when he 
cometh, finds watching. Verily, I say unto you, 
that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit 
down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
them. And if he shall come in the second watch, 
or in the third watch, and find them so, blessed 
are those servants.’’ . 

Then shall the Bishop pronounce the following bene- 
diction, after reciting the Lord’s Prayer, and praying ex- 
tempore as he may deem expedient: 

The peace of God, which passeth al! under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and-of His Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with you 
always.. Amen. 


CHAPTER II. 
| 146. The Ordination of Elders. 


On the day appointed for this ordination a sermon or. 
exhortation shall be delivered, setting forth the duty and 
office of Elders, and the necessity of such an order in the 
Church of Christ; and also how believers ought properly 
to esteem them in their office 


PRESENTATION. 


After this, one of the Elders shall present unto the 
Bishvp in the following manner all who are to be or- 
dained Elders: he shall call the names, one by one, 
upon which they shall rise. Then he shall say: 


Beloved Bishop: I present unto you these 
persons to be ordained Elders. 
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Then the Bishop shall address those present: 

Brethren:—These are the persons whom we 
purpose, God willing, this day to ordain Elders; 
for, after. due examination, we find naught to 
the contrary, but that they are lawfully called to 
this function and ministry, and that they are 
persons meet for the same. But, if there be any 
of you who knows of any crime or impediment 
for which one or the other of these persons 
ought not to be admitted to this office, let him 
come forth in the name of God, and state what 
such crime or impediment is. 


(If any crime or impediment be alleged, then shall 
the persons concerned not be ordained till the innocence 
‘of the accused be manifested.) 


PRAYER. 
Almighty God, Giver of all good gifts, who 
- by the Holy Spirit has appointed divers min- 
isters and ministerial orders in thy Church, mer- 
cifully behold these thy servants now called to 
the office of Elders. Replenish them with the 
truth of thy doctrine, and adorn them with in- 
nocency of life, that both- by word and example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office, to 
the glory of thy name, and the edification of thy 
Church. O God our Father, we thank thee that 
thou of thy infinite love and goodness hast given 
_to us thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
_ Redeemer and the Author of eternal life—who, 
after he had made perfect our redemption by 
his death, and ascended into heaven, sent forth 
into the world his apostles, his prophets, his evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers by whose labor and 
ministry he hath gathered a great flock in all 
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parts of the world, to the honor and eternal 
praise of thy holy name. We render unto thee 
most hearty thanks for this thy great goodness 
and mercy, and that thou hast vouchsafed to call 
thy servants, here present, to the same office of 
the ministry appointed for the salvation of man- 
kind. We humbly beseech thee, by thy blessed 
Son, to grant unto us and to all who either here 
or elsewhere call upon thy name, the grace that 
we may continually show ourselves thankful unto 
thee for these and all other benefits. Grant, O 
Lord, that we may daily increase and go for- 
ward in the knowledge and faith of thee and thy 
Son, by the Holy Spirit; so that, by these thy 
ministers, as well as by them among whom they 
shall be appointed to minister, thy holy name be 
glorified, and thy blessed kingdom extended. O 
most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send 
upon these thy servants thy heavenly blessings, 
that they may be clothed with righteousness, and 
that thy word, spoken by their mouth, may have 
such success that it may never be spoken in vain? 
Grant, also, that we may all have grace to hear 
and receive what they shall deliver out of thy 
most holy Word, or agreeably to the same, that — 
it may become the means of our salvation; and 
that in all our words and deeds we may seek thy 
glory and the increase of thy kingdom. Assist 
us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy grace, 
and further us with thy continual help, that in 
all our works begun, continued and ended in ° 
thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and finally, 
by thy merey, obtain everlasting life through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Then the following is to be read, Ephesians iv. 7-13: 


““Unto every one of us is given grace accord- 
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ. Where- 
fore he saith, when he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also 
descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
He that descended is the same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things. And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas- 
tors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ; till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
- God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 

the stature of the fulness of Christ.”’ 


After this the following is to be read, John x, 1-16: 


**Verily, verily, I.say unto you; he that enter- 
eth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber. But he that entereth in by the 
door, is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
porter openeth, and the sheep hear his voice; 
and he ealleth his own sheep by name and lead- 
eth them out. And when he putteth forth his 
own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. And a 
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 
him; for they know not the voice of strangers. 
This parable spake Jesus unto them; but they 
understood not what things they were which he 
spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto them 
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again: Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the 
door of the sheep. All that ever came before me, / 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
hear them. I am the door; by me if any man — 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not but 
for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy; I am 
come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the 
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not,. seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and 
fleeth; and the wolf catcheth them, and scatter- 
eth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is 
an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am . 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine.: As the Father knoweth me, even 
so know I the Father: and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which 
are not of this fold; them also I must bring and. 
they shall hear my voice; and there shali be one 
fold, and one shepherd.”’ 


Or the following, John xxi. 15-17: 


‘‘Jesus saith to Simon Peter: Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He 
saith to him again the second time, Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto 
him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
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thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto 
him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord thou knowest all things; 
thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep.’’ 

Or the following, Matt. xxviii. 18-20: 


“‘Jesus came and spake unto them, saying: 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth., Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsover I have com- 
manded you: and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.’’ 


After this, the Bishop may thus address them: 


You have heard, brethren, as well in your 
' private examination as in the exhortation now 
made to you, and in the holy lessons taken out 
of the Gospel, and the writings of the apostles, 
of what great dignity and importance this office 
is, whereunto you are called. And we again 
exhort you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you remember well of what great dignity 
and how weighty the office unto which you are 
called; namely, to be messengers, watchmen and 
stewards of the Lord; to teach and to admonish, 
to feed and provide for the Lord’s family; to 
seek, and to gather in, Christ’s sheep that are 
dispersed abroad, and to be concerned for His 
children, who are yet in the midst of this evil 
world, that they may be.saved through Christ 
forever. 
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Let it, therefore, ever be deeply impressed 
upon your minds, how great a treasure is com- 
mitted to your charge. For they are the sheep 
of Christ, which He bought by His death, and 
for whom He shed His blood. The Church whom 
you are to serve, is His spouse and His body. 
And if this Church, or any member thereof, suffer 
any harm through your negligence, you know 
the greatness of the fault, and also the dreadful 
punishment that will ensue. Wherefore consider 
within yourselves the exalted end of this your 
ministry toward the children of God, toward the 
spouse and body of Christ; and see well to it, 
that nothing may ever be wanting in your labor, 
your care and diligencée, until you have done all 
that lies in your.power, according to your duty, 
to bring all those who are or shall be committed 
to your charge, to such agreement in the faith ~ 
and knowledge of God, and to such maturity of” 
perfection in Christ, that there be no place left 
among you either for error in religious doctrine, 
or viciousness in life. 

Since, then, your office is both of so great 
excellency and difficulty, you see with how great 
care and study you ought to apply your- 
selves, as well that you may show yourselves du- 
tiful and thankful unto the Lord, who has placed 
you in such a great dignity, as also to beware 
that neither you vourselves may offend nor be 
occasion of offence to others. Howbeit, you can- 
not have a mind and will thereto of yourselves; 
for that will and ability are given of God alone; 
therefore it is indispensably necessary for you to 
pray earnestly for His Holy Spirit. And seeing 
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that you cannot by any other means accomplish 
so weighty a work pertaining to the salvation of | 
man, but with doctrine and exhortation taken 
out of the Seriptures, and with a life agreeable 
to the same; lay it well to heart, how studious 
you ought to be in reading and learning the Holy 
Scriptures, and in framing the conduct both of 


_ yourselves and of them that especially pertain 


unto you, according to the rule of the same Scrip- 
tures; and how, for this cause, you ought to lay 
aside all worldly cares and studies. 

We have good confidence toward you, that 
you have well weighed and pondered these things 


_ within yourselves long before this time, and that 


\ 


you have fully determined, by the grace of God, 
to give yourselves wholly to this office, where- 
unto it has pleased God to call you; so that, 
as much as lies in you, you will apply yourselves 
wholly to this one thing, and apply all your ef- 
forts and studies to this end. Also that you will 
continually pray to God, your heavenly Father, 
for the assistance of His Spirit, that by daily 
reading and searching the Scriptures, you may 
erow riper and more capable in your ministry, 
and that you put forth your best efforts from 


time to time, to sanctify the lives of you and 
yours, and so fashion them after the rule and 


doctrine of Christ, that you may be wholesome 
and godly examples and patterns of holiness for 
all people to imitate. 

And now, that this present congregation may 
also understand your minds and ‘wills in these 
things, and that this, your solemn promise, may 
the more induce you to discharge your duties, 

LOT: 
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you shall plainly answer the questions which I 
shall ask you concerning all these things. 

Qwes.—Do you think in your heart that you 
are truly called, according to the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to the office of an Elder? 

Ans.— Yes. 

Ques.—Are you persuaded that the Holy 
Seriptures contain all doctrine necessary for 
eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 
And are you determined to instruct the people 
committed to your charge out of the Scriptures, 
and to teach nothing as necessary to eternal sal- 
vation but what you shall be persuaded may be 
contained in, and proved by, the Seriptures? Is 
this your conviction? Will you strive, by the 
grace of God, thus to act? Then answer, 

Ness J cwalls: 

Ques.— Will you, then, give faithful diligence, 
always so to minister doctrine, the sacraments, 
and Christian discipline as the Lord has com- 
manded? Will you strive to do so, by the help 
of God? Then answer, 

Yes, I will. 

Ques.—Will you be always ready, with all 
faithful diligence, to banish and drive away all 
erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to 
God’s Word: and-admonish and exhort in love, 
both in public and private, the sick as well as 


others, within your whole bounds, as need shall 


require and occasion shall be given? Will you 
do so? 
Ans.—Yes, by the help of God. 
Ques.—Will you, by laying aside all carnal 
studyings after the manner of this world, be dili- 
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gent in prayer, in examining and reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and in such studies as help to 
the true knowledge of the same? Will you 
do so? 

Ans.—Yes, I will. 

Ques.—Will you be diligent to frame and 
fashion yourself and your family according to 
the doctrine of Christ, and to make both yourself 
and them, as much as lies in you, wholesome ex- 
amples and patterns to the flock of Christ? Will 
you strive to do so, by the help of God? 

Ans.—Yes. 

Ques.— Will you maintain and promote, as 

-much as lies in you, peace, quietness, love, and 
unity, among all Christians, and especially among 
those committed to your charge? 

Ans.— Yes, I will do so. : 

Ques.—Will you with reverence ee your 
superiors in office of the Church, unto whom you 
may be submitted according to the regulations 
of this Church? Will you follow, with a glad 
heart and willing mind, their good admonitions, 
as they may deem them expedient, pereine. to 
their godly judgments? 

Ans.—I will do so, the Lord being my wanes 

Then shall the Bishop say: 


The Almighty, who has given you the will to 
do all these things, also grant unto you strength 
and power to perform the same, that He may 
- accomplish the good work which He has begun 
in you through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. _ 

(After this the whole congregation shall be requested 
to kneel- down and secretly, in their prayers, make their 
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humble supplications to God for all these things; for 
which prayers there shall be silence kept for a space. 
Then ‘‘Veni Creator Spiritus’’ shall be alternately 
spoken, line for line, verse after verse, by the Bishop 
and the appointed Elders responsively: 


Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire 
And lighten with celestial fire. ; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above 

Is comfort, life, and fire, and love. 


Enable with perpetual light 

The dullness of our blinded sight. 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

With the abundance of thy grace. 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home, 
Where thou art guide no ul can come. 


Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of both, to be but One: 
That, through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song: 
Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it 1s in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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After this, the Bishop, with the Elders present, shall 
lay their hands severally upon the head of each of those 
that receive the ordination, they remaining on their 
knees, while the Bishop says: - 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for 
the office and work of an Elder in the Church 
of God, now committed unto thee by the impo- 
sition of our hands, to preach the Word of God, 
to baptize, and to dispense the Holy Supper of 
the Lord, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. - 

Then the Bishop shall deliver to each one, kneeling, 
the Bible, saying: 

Take thou authority to preach the Word of 
God, to baptize, and to dispense the Lord’s Sup- 
per in the Church. 

_ Then the Bishop shall pronounce the following clos- 
ing benediction, as he may deem appropriate: 

The peace of God, which passes all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be and remain .with you always. 
Amen. 


CHAPTER III. 
Holy Baptism. 
9147. (a) Form for the Baptism of Infants. 
. The officiating minister shall say: 


Let us begin this solemn service in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


IDE 
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The child (children) *to be baptized will now 
be brought forward. 


ADDRESS. 


Beloved: As this child (these children) is 
- brought forward to be baptized, let us consider 
that through the sin of the first man, Adam, the 


entire human race became sinful, but through | 


the righteousness of the Second man, Christ 
Jesus, the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life, so that now we are placed 
under the righteousness by grace, in such a man- 
ner that the guilt and punishment on account of 
the first transgression is wholly removed, al- 
though our children are, nevertheless, begotten 
of sinful seed and conceived in sin. And Christ 


saith: ‘‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh,’’- 


thus teaching the indispensable necessity of the 
new birth. Yet He also declares concerning 
children, ‘‘Of such is the Kingdom of heaven,’’ 
and ‘‘who so shall receive one such little child 
in my name, receiveth me.’’ The apostle also 
saith: ‘‘For the promise is unto you and unto 
your children,’’ namely the promise of redemp- 
tion and of reconciliation through Chris:. There- 
fore we also recognize this child (these children) 
as a proper subject (s) of holy baptism and here- 


by consecrate it (them) to the Lord by this — 


solemn rite. Let us pray. 


* The officiating minister should use the singular or 


plural number, or the masculine or feminine pronoun, as 
the case may require. 
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PRAYER. 


aaigtiey God, everlasting Father, who of 
thy great love and mercy didst send forth thy 
Son to be the propitiation for the sins of the 
_whole world; O God, our Father, whose dearly 
beloved Son shed His most precious blood to pro- 
eure redemption for all men, who also gave com- 
mandment to His disciples, saying: Go, teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
We beseech thee to regard mercifully our suppli-. 
eation for this child now to be baptized in thy 
name, as we bring him before thee in our pray- 
ers. Grant that he may be led unto renewal of 


heart and a life of faith by the power of the 


holy Ghost, and so be partaker of the heavenly 
_ grace. Create in him a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within him; through -thy 
gracious providence do thou lead him safely 
through the perils of youth, and so endow him 
with wisdom and grace, that he may be kept from 
this present evil world. , Do thou, we beseech 
thee, so order the course of his life, that he may 
be led to serve thee faithfully in thy Church all 
his days, and be received into thine eternal King- 
dom. Amen. 

The officiating minister shall then address those who 
brought the child forward, as follows: 

Beloved in the Lord! You have brought this 
child (these children) forward to be consecrated 
to the Lord by holy baptism. In so doing you 
do well to consider that children are a gift of 
God, entrusted to us by Him, and for whose nur- 
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ture and training He will hold us responsible 
and call us to account. It is therefore your sacred 
duty, to bring up this child (these children) in 
the admonition and nurture of the Lord. You 
have therefore to see to it that you set a good 
example, and as soon as he (they) become (s) © 
capable of comprehending the instruction, to in- 
struct him in the Word of God and the doctrines 
of the Christian religion, in order that he (they) 
may learn to know God our Saviour, as revealed 
in His Word, and may be led to true faith, and 


‘to a proper use of the means of grace, in a godly 


life. 
Then shall the minister say: 


Let us confess our Christian faith by this 
act of holy baptism: 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His 
only begotten Son, our Lord; and that He was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary; that He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; that He rose 
the third day; that He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty, and from thence shall come again, at 
the end of the world, to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, and the holy 
General Church; the communion of saints, the 
remission of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and everlasting life after death. 


Will you have this child baptized in this 
faith, and will you assume, in the name of God, 


114 


Holy Baptism. ; 7 147 


the above divinely given duties, and discharge 
them to the best of your ability? Then answer, 
rakes: 


Then those present rise and the preacher shall say: 


Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. 
Mark, in the 10th chapter, from the 13th to the 
16th verse : 

“fAnd they brought young children to him, 
that he should touch them. And his disciples 
rebuked those that brought them; but when Jesus 
saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the Kingdom 
of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the Kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein. And he took them up 
_ In his arms, put his hands upon them, and bles- 
sed them.”’ 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
- done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil; For thine 
is the kingdqm, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

Then the child is to be named. 

When the preacher is baptizing the child, he shall say. 

I baptize thee in the name of God the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


: PRAYER, 
O God, merciful heavenly Father: vouchsatfe 
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thy blessing to these thy servant and hand- 
maiden, the parents (or guardians) who have 
this day consecrated this child (these children) 
unto thee by the rite of holy baptism, as thou 
hast commanded. We beseech thee, grant unto 
them the inspiration and guidance of thy Holy 
Spirit, that like thy servant Abraham, the 
Father of the faithful, they may command their 
household to keep thy law. So direct them by 
thy Holy Spirit that, both by precept and ex- 
ample they may bring up this child (these chil- 
dren) in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and in the faith of the Gospel, according 
to their solemn promise made before thee here 
this day. May they and their whole family be 
united to our Lord Jesus Christ by a living 
faith, and may they and all whom thou hast 
given them be numbered, at last, among the 
Church of the first-born whose names are written 
in heaven, through the merits of thy Son our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The conclusion shall be made in a suitable manner, 


either with the benediction or as circumstances may ad- 
mit. 


7.148. (b) The Baptism of Adults. 


The officiating minister shall address the people in 
the following manner: 


Dearly Beloved: The Word of God teaches 
that all men are conceived and born in sin. 
Christ says, ‘‘That which is born of the flesh is 
. flesh,’’ and the apostle declares that ‘‘to be carn- 
ally minded is enmity against God,’’ and that 
‘they that are in the flesh can not please God.’’ 
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Jesus Christ and His apostles teach that the new 
birth and cleansing from sin, of which holy bap- 
tism is a representation, are indispensable to-sal- 
vation. I desire therefore that you unite with me 
in calling upon God the Father, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, that of His bounteous goodness 
He may grant unto (this person) these persons 
that which by nature (he) they can not have; 
that (he) they may be baptized, not with water 
only, but with the Holy Ghost, be received into 
the Church of Christ, and made (a) living mem- 
ber (s) thereof. Let us pray. ‘ 


~ PRAYER. 


Almighty and Eternal God, aid of all who are 
in need, helper of all who flee to thee for refuge, 
the life of them that believe, and the resurrec- 
tion of the dead: as thou hast promised by thy 
well-beloved Son to give unto them that ask, we 
pray therefore, that this person (these persons) 
may enjoy the blessings of thy heavenly washing, 
and thus by faith be enabled wholly to overcome 
the world, the flesh and the devil; that the new 
man may be raised up in him (them); that all 
earnal affections may be mortified, and that a 
new and spiritual life may become more and 
more manifest in him (them), and grant unto 
him (them) such power and strength that he 
(they) may be victorious over the world, the 
flesh and the devil, and that as he is (they are) 
dedicated to thee by our ministry and office, he 
_ (they) may also be endowed with heavenly vir- 
tues, and through thy mercy be finally rewarded 
with everlasting life. O bountiful God, Lord of 
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Hosts, whose well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ, shed 
his most precious blood for the forgiveness of 
our sins, and who gave commandment to his dis- 
ciples that they should go and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Regard, we 
beseech thee, our supplications in merey and 
grant that this person (these persons) now to be 
baptized may receive the fulness of thy grace 
and ever remain in the number of thy faithful 
children, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Then shall those present rise, and the officiating min- — 
ister shall say: : 

Hear the words of the Gospel by St. John, 
Chap. ii: 1-8. 

‘“There was a man of the Pharisees, namea 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; the same came 
to Jesus by night, and said unto Him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God; 
for no man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto 
him: How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter the second time into his mother’s 
-womb, and be born? Jesus answered: Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh;. and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth, 
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Shed it listethy and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth; so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit.’’ 

Then shall the officiating minister adaress those who 
desire to be baptized, on this wise: 

Well Beloved:—Youw have come hither, desir- 
ing to receive holy baptism, and have heard how 
the congregation has prayed, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ might graciously receive and bless you, 
save you from all sin, and give you the kingdom 
of heaven and everlasting life. And our Lord 
Jesus Christ has promised-in His Holy Word to 
grant all these things for which we have prayed; 
which promise He, for His part, will most surely 
keep and perform. 

Wherefore, after this promise, made by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, you must also faithfully for 
your part promise in the presence of this con- 
- gregation, that you will renounce the devil and 

all his works, constantly believe God’s Holy 
Word, and ebediently keep His commandments. 

Then shall the officiating minister put the following 

“questions to each of the persons to be baptized: 
Ques.—Dost thou believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and in 
Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord? 
and that He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary? That He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried? ‘That He rose the third day; that He 
~ ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty, and from 
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thence shall come again, at the end of the world, 
to judge the quick and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the 
holy General Church? the communion of saints? 
the remission of sins? the resurrection of the 
body, and everlasting life after death? 

If thou dost steadfastly believe all this, ans- 
wer, aloud, 

Yes. 

If thou wilt be baptized in this faith, answer. 

Yes, 

Ques.—Dost thou renounce the devil and ali 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, 
with all covetous desires of the same, and the 
earnal desires of the flesh, so that thou wilt not 
follow, or be led by them? If thou renouncest 
them all, answer. 

Yes. 

Ques.— Wilt thou then obediently keep God’s 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the 
same all the days of thy life? If thou wilt so 
do, answer, 


Yes, by the help of God. 
; PRAYER. 


O merciful God, grant unto this ~person 
(these persons) now to be baptized in thy name, 
the grace and blessing of thy Holy Spirit, ac- 
cording to thy promise in Christ Jesus, thy well 
beloved Son, to give the Holy Spirit to all that 
ask thee. Thou who hast most graciously de- 
clared: ‘‘Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and you shall be clean; from all your filthi- 
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ness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
_ you to walk in my statutes, and you shall keep 
my judgments, and do them ; ” orant that this 
person (these persons) may also be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit,-and be wholly dedicated 
to thee, and so endowed with strength divine as 
to be able faithfully to perform his (her) (their) 
solemn promise made in the presenee of this con- | 
gregation, to-wit: to have the victory over the 
world, the flesh, and the devil; to remain stead- 
fast by a living faith in thy name, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost : and at last, with the innumer- 
able company of thine elect, be triumphantly 
saved. Amen. 


Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be | 
done jin earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors . And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,’ 
forever. Amen. 


Then shall the officiating minister take each person to 
be baptized by the right hand, and placing him conven- 
iently by the water, according to his discretion, he shall 
ask his name, and then sprinkle or pour water upon him, 
or, if he should desire it, immerse him in water, saying: 


I baptize thee in the name of God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
(He shall conclude the service in a suitable manner, 


with prayer and benediction, or as time and circumstances 
may admit.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 
| 149. The Lord’s Supper. 


When the Lord’s Supper is to administered, a pre- 
paratory discourse and exhortation shall be delivered, to 
invite self-examination, according to the words of the 
Apostle, I. Cor. xi. 23-29, ‘‘The Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread,’’ etc. 


Then shall the preacher, in his own name and in the 
name of all those who are to receive the holy communion, 
all humbly kneeling, make confession as follows, saying: 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Creator of all things and Judge of all 
men, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine 
only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
eross for our redemption; who made there, by 
his oblation of Himself once offered, a perfect 
and all-sufficient sacrifice and complete satisfac- 
tion for the sins of the whole world: and insti- 
tuted and commanded us to continue a perpetual 
memorial of His suffering and death, until His 
coming again; which we now purpose ‘to celebrate 
in memory of His sacrificial death. O merciful 
Father, grant us grace, that we may be enabled 
to partake thereof in true faith. We do not 
presume to approach this thy table, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and 
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under thy table; for 
we have provoked thy just wrath and indigna- 
tion against us, by our manifold sins and trans- 
gressions, which we have committed by thought, 
word and deed, against thy holy Majesty; but 
thou art yet the same God and Father, disposed 
to have merey. Of thy great mercy, thou hast 
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D ociacd forgiveness of sins to all who, with 


hearty repentance and true faith, turn to thee. 
Unto thee all our desires are known, and from 
thee no secrets are hid; have mercy, on us, have 
mercy on us, most merciful Father, for thy Son, 


our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and let all our 


transgressions be cast behind thee into the depths 
of the sea, and never more come into the light 
of thy countenance, and cleanse thou the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit more and more, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name. 

O. Lord, Holy Father, Almighty God! We 
would, with the angels, and all the heavenly 
hosts, say: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory! Glory 
be to thee, thou Most High and God of Mercy! 
Listen to our supplication, Almighty, God, we 


humbly beseech thee, and grant us grace, thou 


God of Mercy, that we, receiving these thy gifts 
of bread and wine which we bless in thy name, 
according to the institution of thy Son, our Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ, in remembrance of His suffer- 


ing and death, may also really partake of His_ 


most blessed body and blood, that our souls and 
bodies may be made pure by the virtue of His 
death, and washed by His most precious blood, 
and that He may evermore dwell in us and we in 


Him. Amen. 


Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 


be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 


done in earth, as it isin heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
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temptation; but deliver us from evil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, , 
forever. Amen. 

After this the minister shall first receive the commun- 
ion in both kinds himself, bread and wine, and then pro- 
ceed to deliver the same to the other ministers, if any 
be present, and after that to the others that are present, 
in proper order, into their hands; and in delivering the 
bread, he shall say: 9 


Eat the bread, which we break, in remem- 
brance that. Christ gave His body for thee, and 
died the bitter death of the cross on Calvary, 
that thou mayest live forever: feed on Him in 
thy heart by faith, and be thankful. 


‘And the minister, delivering the cup, shall say: 


Drink of this in remembrance that Christ’s 
blood was shed for thee, for the washing away of 
all thy sins, and the sanctification of thy soul; 
ae of it in thy heart by faith, and be thank- 

ul. 
Then prayer shall be made after the following man- 
ner: 

We praise thee, we magnify thy name, C 
Most. High God, for thy redeeming love. What’ 
shall we render unto thee for all thy benefits to- 
ward us? We will take the cup of salvation and 
call upon the name of the Lord: We will pay 
our vows now in the presence of all His people. 
Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the 
people praise thee for thy mercy and thy truth. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the 
world, we praise thee for the atonement which 
thou hast made. Glory be to the Father, glory 
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be to the Son, and glory be to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, we humbly be- 
seech thee, in thy fatherly goodness to accept 
this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Grant, that by the merit of the death of thy Son 
our Lord and Saviour, through faith in His 
blood, we and thy whole Church may obtain re- 
mission of our sins, and enjoy all other benefits 
of His holy passion. We present unto thee our 
bodies a living sacrifice, and pray that we may 
not be conformed to this world but that we may 
be transformed by the renewing of our minds, 
that we may prove what is that good, acceptable 
and perfect will of God. Accept this our service 
for Jesus’ sake. Thou that takest away 
the sin of the world, have merey upon us. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God, making 
intercession for us, save us unto the uttermost, 
and further us with thy continual help. And 
unto thee, O Christ, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, in the unity of the God-head, be all 
glory and honor, now, henceforth and forever. 
Amen. 


CHAPTER V. 
gy 150. The Marriage Ceremony. ; 


At the time appointed for the marriage, the persons 
to be married shall step forward, and standing before the 
minister, the bride on the left hand of the bridegroom, 
the minister shall. address those Present and the bridal 
pair in the following manner: 


Ig 
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Dearly Beloved: You are assembled here in 
the sight of God with me, as witnesses, to unite 
these two persons as husband and wife, in holy 
matrimony. Matrimony is an honorable state, 
instituted by God Himself, in the time of man’s 
innocency, and. is commended by St. Paul as be- 
ing honorable among all men, comparing there- 
with the sacred union between Christ and His 
Church. It is therefore not by any to be under- 
taken unadvisedly, but with due consideration in 
the fear of God. 

Since these two persons present have resolved 
now to be joined in matrimony: therefore if any 
can show just cause why they may not he law- 
fully joined together, let them now rise and 
speak, or else hereafter forever hold their peace. 


And turning unto the persons that are to be miarEioe, 
he shall address them as follows: 


I require and charge you both, as you will 
have to answer at the judgment, when the secrets 
of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of 
you knows any impediment why you may not. be 
lawfully joined together in matrimony, you do 
now confess it. 

Upon this, Eph. v: 22-33 may be read: 


Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
bands, as unto the Lord. 

For the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the church: and he is 
the saviour of the body. 

Therefore as the church is subject unto 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands 
in every thing. 
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Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word. 

That he might present it to himself a glorious 
ehurech, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. | 

So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth -his wife loveth himself. 

For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; 


but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the 


Lord the church: 

For we are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones. 

For this cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one fiesh. 

This is a great mystery ; but’/I speak eqnteee 
ing Christ and the church. 

Nevertheless, let every one of you in par- 
ticular so love his wife even as himself; and the 
wife see that she reverence her husband. 

If no impediment be alleged, then shall the minister 
say unto the man: 

[N.] Wilt thou have (N. N.) to be thy wed- 
ded wife, to live together after God’s ordinance, 
in the holy state of matrimony? Wilt thou love 
her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in days 
of good and evil report, poor or rich, in sickness 
and in health; and keep thee only unto her, so 
long till death shall separate you? 

If thou wilt do so, then answer, 
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Then shall the minister say unto the woman: 


[N.] Wilt thou have (N. N.) to be thy wed- 
ded husband, to live together, after God’s ordi- 
nance, in the holy state of matrimony? Wilt thou 
obey him, love, honor, and keep him, in days of 
good and evil report, poor or rich, in sickness 
and in health; and keep thee only unto him, so 
long till death shall separate you? 

If thou wilt do so, then answer, 

Yes. 

If a ring ceremony is desired, the following form 
may he observed: 

[Let the bridegroom hand the ring to the ‘minister, 
who shall return it to the bridegroom. Then the bride- 
groom shall place the ring on the third finger of the 
bride’s left hand, saying: ‘‘ With this ring I thee med 
and pledge thee my trotu.’’] 


: Then shall the minister join their right hands ie 
gether, and say: 


Those whom God hath joined together, let no 
man put asunder. 

Forasmuch as [N] and [N] have consented 
to live together in holy wedlock, and have wit- 
nessed the same before God, and in the presence 
of all these witnesses, and thereto have pledged 
their troth either to the other, and have declared 
the same by joining hands, I pronounce that they 
are husband and wife together, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the iy 
Ghost. Amen. 


The minister: 
Let us pray. 


O eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all, 
mankind. Giver of all spiritual grace, the Au- - 
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thor of everlasting life; send thy blessings 
upon these thy servants, this man and this woman 
whom we bless in thy name; that as Isaac and 
Rebecca lived faithfully together so these persons 
may sincerely perform and keep the vow and 
covenant made between them, and may ever re- 
main in perfect love and peace together, and live 
aecording to thy laws, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

=~ Qur Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. ‘Thy will be 
done in earth, as it isin heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from évil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

After this suitable verses may be sung: 

Then let the minister conclude with the following 
benediction : 

The Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless, preserve and keep you; pour upon 
you the riches of His grace to such a degree, 
that ye may please Him both in body and soul, 
and live together in holy love unto the end of 
your lives. Amen. 


CHAPTER VI. 
151, The Burial Service. 


Before leaving the house of mourning the minister 
officiating shall speak somewhat as follows: 


Beloved: It is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment. In the midst 
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of life we are in death; yea the very entrance 
into this life is already a step toward the grave. 
Let us on this solemn occasion take this truth 
deeply to heart. But let us take comfort from 
the words of our Saviour when he saith: ‘‘I am 
the resurrection and the life: He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall - 
never die.’’ 

After this a hymn may be sung, atid a short Denys 

on offered, followed by Scripture passages: 

It is better to go to the house of mourning 
than to go to the house of feasting: for that is 
the end of-all men; and the living - will lay it to 
heart. Keel. vi: 2. 

Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is; that I may know 
how frail I am. Psa. xxxix: 4. 

Let me die the death of the righteous and let — 
my last end be like his. Num. xxiii: 10. 

For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth. And though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. Job 
MEK 2S 20: 

Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 

» where is thy sting? O grave where i is thy victory ? 
1 Cor. xv: 54, 55. 

After this a hymn may be sung. 

Before the bearers take up the bier, the minister shall 
say: 

Let us now, in a Christian manner, accom- 
pany the remains of the departed’ (N. N.) to the - 
burial place. 
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At the grave, when the remains are laid in the earth, 
the minister shall say: 

Man that is born of a woman, is of few days 
and full of trouble; he cometh up like.a flower, 
and is cut down; he fleeth like a shadow, and 
continueth not. But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
- asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God. bring with him. 

As. it has pleased the Lord, in whose power 
are life and death, to remove the soul of the 
departed (N. N.) from time to eternity, we com- 
mit the body to the cold earth—Earth to earth! 
Ashes to ashes! Dust to dust! But we look for 
a general resurrection at the last day, and for a 
_ blessed immortality in the world to come, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who will appear in ma- 
jesty and in, power to judge the quick and the 
dead ; when the earth and the sea shall deliver up 
their dead, and the corruptible bodies of those 
who are asleep in Him shall. be awakened and 
fashioned like unto His own glorious body. 
- Amen. 

. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto 
me, write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth, Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
‘they may rest from,their labors, and their works 
- do follow them. | jxaive be. 

The minister may then offer the following prayer: 


Merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the Resurrection and the Life: 
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We thank thee that through thy love to us thou 
didst send Him into the world, that we through 
Him might live, and that whosoever believeth in 
Him, though he were dead, yet shall he live; yea, 
that whosoever liveth and believeth in Him shall 
never die. Grant that we being dead with Him 
to sin and raised from its grave, may by living. 
faith live unto Him who died for us and was 
raised from the dead, and that through the 
efficacy and blessings of the atonement, we may 
attain unto the resurrection of the just and unto 
eternal life in His glory. Watch over the dust 
of the departed and assuage the grief of the 
bereaved by the consolation of the Holy Spirit 
and the living hope of a happy reunion in eter- 
nal life, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as_ 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen, 

During the time of interment, several suitable verses 
may be sung, 

The benediction is to be pronounced as follows, or in 


a similar manner: 

May He, who has the power over life and 
death, bless you with the riches of His grace, and 
enable you to obtain an abundarzit entrance into 


His heavenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
| 152. Laying the Corner-Stone of a Church. 


A public service shall be held on the day and at the 
place where a corner-stone for.a church is to be laid. The 
_ minister shall read some suitable portion from the Scrip- 
lures, such as the following: Isaiah xxviii. 16; Ps. exviii. 

23 to the end; Eph. ii. 14, to the end; I. Peter ii. 1-10. 
After reading of the Scriptures, some suitable verses shall 
be sung, when the minister shall pronounce the following 
prayer: 

Almighty God and Creator of heaven and 
earth: thou didst create men and ordain them 
for the praise’and glory of thy great name in 
time and eternity! We have wandered from thee 
by sin and transgression, but thou hast so loved 
“us that according to thy gracious promise and 
great mercy, thou didst, in ‘the fullness of time, 
send thine only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
the world, who is our Lord, and whom thou hast , 
appointed to be the Foundation and Corner-stone 
of the Church—a precious stone, a rock upon 
which thy Church is founded, that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it! We bless thee, 
O Almighty God, that-thou hast spoken and ful- 
filled it: for though the heathen may rage and 
foes arise against the Lord and His anointed, 
and attack His Church, yet she still stands 
founded and built upon the foundation of_the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the 
chief corner-stone. 

We have assembled, O Lord, to lay the corner- 
stone to a building and house in which thy honor 
shall dwell, thy great and glorious name be in- 
voked, the holy sacraments administered, and 
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thy holy Word proclaimed for the salvation of 
men. Aid us, O Lord, that we may not only 
lay a foundation stone to a house built with 
hands, but that, through thy grace, a foundation 
may be laid for a house built of living stones—a 
godly congregation and a holy Church. O thou 
merciful God! We pray in the name of Jesus, 
thy Son, our Saviour, be gracious unto us, and 
let thine eyes be continually upon this place, that 
thy Gospel and the means of grace may be fruit- 
ful in the awakening of sinners, in the instruc- 
tion of the youth in the knowledge of the Lord, 
and in the growth of grace among thy people! 
May the service of thy servants, and the labors 
of thy spiritual builders, be abundantly blessed 
with the unction and influence of thy Spirit that 
many living stones may be gathered and built 
together as a spiritual temple of the Lord. O 
Lord, grant suecess and prosperity to-the enter- 
prise! Do thou thyself build the house, for ex- 
cept the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it. Let peace, unity, prosperity and 
thy favor rest upon all who take part in this 
good work, and grant that it may be successfully 
accomplished to thy glory. Establish, O- Lord, 
a church in this place upon the rock of truth, 
which may for generations abide immovably, 
and-always abound in the work of the Lord. 
Hear us, O Father in heaven, and do abundantly 
above all we can ask, through Jesus Christ our 
’ Lord. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
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our daily bread. And forgive us our aebts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

After prayer, a short address on the portion of Scrip- 
ture read may be delivered, suited to the circumstances, 
followed by appropriate singing. 

Then the officiating minister, standing by the stone 
to be laid, shall order the laying of the same, and if pre- 
parations ‘have been made to enclose documents in it, he 
shall deposit a copy of the Bible, our hymn-book, Disei- 
pline, periodicals, almanac, the name of the preacher, 
those of the trustees and building committee, a synopsis 
of the history of the congregation, and other desirable 
documents, into a box prepared for the purpose, and place 

-the same in the cavity of the stone, after which the 
stone is to be laid in its place. 

The preacher, striking the stone with a trowel or 
hammer, shall say: 


In the name of the triune God we lay this 
eorner-stone as the foundation-stone of a house 
to be dedicated to the service of the Most High 
God, according to the order and rules, and for 
the use of the Evangelical Association. 


The ceremony may be closed with singing and the 
benediction. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


f 153. The Dedication of a Church. 


At the time appointed, the minister of the congrega- 
tion, or some other minister appointed to officiate, shall 
read, first, one of the following portions of Scripture: 
Ps. xxiv, Ps. Ixxxiv, Ps. exxxii, John xvii. Then a dedica- 
tory hymn shall be sung, followed by prayer. After this, 
2 Chron. vi, 18-32 may be read, and another appropriate 
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hymn be sung. ‘Then the dedicatory sermon shall be 
preached, and after that, contributions for the building 
be solicited, if necessary. 

Then the preacher and the congregation shall arise 
before the Lord, and the following declaration be made 
by the preacher: 

Beloved:—It becomes us in this solemn hour 
to appear reverently and humbly before the 
Lord, the God of heaven and earth, the Source 
and Giver of all good, who has given us the 
intention and ability to build a house for His 
name, and it being now accomplished by His 
help, to dedicate it to His service. 

Although the Most High does not dwell in 
temples made with hands, for heaven is His 
throne, and the earth His footstool, and the 
heaven of heavens may not contain Him, much 
less this house prepared by our hands, yet He 
commanded His servant Moses to build a taber- 
nacle, and prepare a place for Him, where His 
honor should dwell. And then at the dedication 
of the tabernacle, and afterward at the temple, 
He sanctioned and confirmed the work by the 
revelation of His glory, as He also subsequently 
graciously accepted the worship and _ sacrifices 
offered, and blessed His people there. Our di- 
vine Redeemer also gives us the blessed assur- 
ance, that He will meet with His people where 
they assemble themselves. 

Thus encouraged and strengthened in faith, 
we have confidence that the Most High, who in- 
habiteth eternity, and dwelleth also with those 
who are of a contrite and humble spirit, will ac- 
cept this house which we have built to His glory, 
at our hands, and regard it with His good pleas- 
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_ ure to the salvation and benefit of those who 
may from time to time here assemble to magnify 
His holy name. 

Having this confidence, we now declare, desig- 
nate, and consecrate’ this house as the (name of 
the church) of the Evangelical Association in 

(name of the place) unto the triune God, to be 

His sanctuary and dwelling-place, where, by the 

singing of His praise, the offering of thanksgiv- 
ing and prayer, reading, expounding, and preach- 

ing His Word, the administration of the sacra- 
ments, and the observance of such other devo- 
tional services, rules and customs, as are adopted 
and practiced in public worship by the Evan-.- 
_gelical Association, agreeably with His Word, 

His honor shall here be magnified and His King- 

dom be built up to the salvation of men. 

_ And that this dedication may be confirmed 

by Almighty God, let us also consecrate to Him 

ourselves, and all we are and possess, without 
reservation or condition, as His property and for 

His service, in accordance with His rightful 

claim through the covenant of grace by Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 


PRAYER. 


Eternal and Almighty God, thou who dwell- 
est in thy majesty above all the heavens, and by 
whose greatness and omnipresence the immensity 
of space is filled, but who didst, in thy great love 
and mercy, promise to dwell among thy people 
upon earth, and’even where two or three are 
assembled in thy. name; be thou pleased, O 
Lord, to come to us in this place, and to bless 
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us who are assembled to give and dedicate this . 
house to thee, that it may be preserved from 
all unholy and common purposes, assemblages, 
and exercises, and be devoted alone to thy wor- 
ship and to the glory of thy holy name. Accept, 
O Lord, our God, most graciously this our offer- 
ing, which thou hast bestowed upon us, and 
which we, in humility of heart, again give to 
thee; and grant that thy favor and good pleasure 
may henceforth rest upon this place, and that 
the Holy Spirit, with all his gifts, may be be- 
stowed and given for our salvation and thy 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Hear, O Lord, thy servants when they pray 
before thee in this place, and grant unto them 
the graces_and gifts of the Holy Spirit, that they 
may serve thee with reverence and all confidence, 
that, realizing their unworthiness, but filled with 
the Spirit of power, love, and godly fear, and 
clothed with holiness, they may stand before thee, 
and perform the duties of their office acceptably 
in thy sight, and beneficially to men, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that all who may in this house 
be consecrated to thee by baptism, may also re- 
ceive the renovation and sanctification of the 
Spirit, and always remain living members of the 
Church among thy children and people. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that all who in this place par- 
take of the Holy Supper, instituted by thee, may 
receive it in humility, faith, and unfeigned love; 
that they may be saved from all sin, filled with 
divine life, and sanctified by the blood of the 
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covenant, and thus serve thee faithfully, and par- 


-take of all the merits of our Redeemer. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that in this place thy precious 


_ Word may always be preached in purity, and 


in the demonstration of the Holy Spirit; that all 
who hear it may understand and receive it into 
their hearts, and by the assistance of thy grace, 


_ may obey and keep it blameless unto eternal life. 


Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that the congregation which 
worship here may be kept in unity of spirit, and 
in the bond of peace, and serve thee in the faith 
of the Gospel, and a blameless life, continually 
prospering through thy favor. Amen. 

And now, O Lord God, arise and dwell in 


‘this place, thou and the ark of thy covenant. Do 


thou always hear the prayers and supplications 
of thy servants, children, and all who seek thee 
in this place. Let thine eyes be open day and 
night to protect and show mercy to all who ap- 
pear before thee at this place, and to magnify 
thy grace to all generations. Grant that thy 
servants may go before thee and thy people 
clothed with salvation, and thy saints rejoice 
in thy mercy. 

Grant, O Lord, that we and all thy people, 
founded upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, of which Jesus Christ is the corner- 
stone, may grow unto a temple in the Lord, and 
be brought at last into that house above, not 
made with hands, to the honor, praise and glory 
of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 


be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
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done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not ‘nto 
temptation; but deliver us from evil: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 


To be closed with the doxology and apostolic bene 
diction. 
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PART VII. 
TRIALS. 





CHAPTER I. 
A. Rules for the Trial of Members. 


7 154: We are, it is true, fully persuaded that 
it is not in the power of man to eradicate all the 
tares from the Church. Experience teaches also 
that persons who would adjust everything ac- 
- eording to their own will, in removing offences, 

_often bring upon themselves the most harm. Yet, 

we are also convinced that, if we love each other 
cordially, fervently pray for one another, watch 
' over ourselves and each other in love, and ex- 
hort each other to discharge our duties, not 
speaking of the faults of any man behind his 
back, much less of our brethren and sisters; but 
reprove those who sin in our presence, with pru- 
‘dent moderation, in humility, and in sincere love; 
we may then be assured that, if we thus sincerely 
strive to do good, the enemy will be restrained 
‘in a great measure ; yea, even he that would cher- 
ish the enemy in his bosom, can not easily remain 
among us, if we thus love each other fervently. 
Yet such members as lead a disorderly life, and 
will not suffer themselves to be admonished, shall 
be duly brought to trial. 

7 155. The trial of an accused member shall 

be held under the chairmanship of a Bishop, the 
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Presiding Elder or the Preacher-in-charge of the 
Society of which the accused is a member, and 
before a select number, of not less than five or 
more than seven members of the Church within 
the bounds of the Annual Conference, who shall 
be appointed by the chairman, and shall consti- 
tute a Trial Committee, but who, if at all avoid- 
able, shall not be members of the Quarterly Con- 
ference of the charge of which the accused is 
a member. 

7 156. The trial shall be conducted in the 
following manner: 

The accused and the accuser shall be brought 
face to face. But if this can not be done, let evi- 
dence be otherwise procured as best it can. 

If the accused member is found guilty by 
the decision of a majority of the Trial Commit- 
tee, and the crime be such as is expressly forbid- 
den in the Word of God, sufficient to exclude a 
person from the kingdom of grace and glory, he 
shall be expelled. If the accused person evade 
a trial by absenting himself, though duly in- 
formed as to time and place, and should the eir- 
cumstantial evidence of the accusation be strong 
and presumptive, let him be esteemed es guilty 
and be accordingly expelled. Though the wit- 
nesses be not of our Church, their testimony may 
nevertheless be heard. 

{| 1o7. In all cases of neglect of duty of any 
kind, imprudent and un-Christian conduct, in- © 
dulging in sinful tempers or words, or disobe- 
dience to the order and Discipline of our Church, 
the Class-leader or Preacher-in-charge shall, how- 
ever, first reprove such person privately. If the 
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person acknowledge his fault, and evince proper 
humility, he shall be borne with. On a second 
offence: the Class-leader or Preacher-in-charge 
shall take one or two members with him, and re- 
peat the reproof with double earnestness. 
Should a third offence occur, the case shall be 
brought before a Trial Committee, and if then 
there be no sign of real humility, the offending 
member shall be excluded. But if such member 
at the investigation before the Trial Committee 
should again appear humbled and promise to 
reform, said member may be suspended for a 
probationary period of not less than three nor 
more than six months. Should, however, the 
Preacher-in-charge after consulting with the 
Class-leader and Exhorter of the class, conclude 
that no real improvement has taken place during 
the period of probation, the guilty member is 
then to be excluded. 

7158. If any member is found sowing the 
seed of dissension in our Church, as for example 
by inveighing against either our doctrines or 
Discipline, such person shall first be reproved 
by the Preacher-in-charge, and if he persists in 
such practice, he shall be duly brought to trial, 
and if then there be no signs of improvement, 
-he shall be excluded from the Church. 

»’ 9 159. Nevertheless, if in any of the above 
mentioned cases the preacher differ in judgment 
from the majority of the select committee, con- 
cerning the innocence or guilt of the accused 
person, then he may refer the case to the next 
Quarterly Conference. Likewise the person ad- 
judged guilty shall also have the right of appeal 
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to the next Quarterly Conference, provided that 
there be an interval of not less than ten days — 
between the time when the verdict of the Trial 
Committee is rendered and the next session of 
the Quarterly Conference, otherwise he has the 
right of appeal to the second ensuing Quarterly 
Conference. 


B. Arbitration. 


7160. Should any disagreemént arise be- 
tween members of our Church relating to debts 
or demands which the parties concerned cannot 
peaceably adjust, the Preacher-in-charge shall 
minutely inquire into the circumstances of the 
case, and, after having consulted two or three of 
the neighboring Class-!eaders or other judicious 
brethren, he shall recommend to the contending 
parties to submit the matter to the decision of 
arbiters, one arbiter each to be severally chosen 
by the parties concerned, and the third to be 
nominated by the two chosen arbiters, provided 
that such arbiters are all members of our Church. 

{[161. Should either of the parties appear 
dissatisfied with the judgment rendered, such 
party may then apply to the next Quarterly 
Conference of the charge of which he is a member 
for a second arbitration, and if the Conference 
see sufficient cause, it shall be granted; each 
party shall then choose two arbiters, and these 
four together a fifth, the judgment of a major- 
ity of them shall be final, and either of the par- 
ties refusing to abide by such decision shall be 
excluded. 

162. If any member of our Church shall 
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refuse, in such cases to submit the matter to 

arbitration, if. recommended as above directed, 

_ such person shall likewise be excluded, according 
to the directions of our Discipline. 

7 163. If any of our members shall enter a 
legal process against another member, or against 

~any organization or institution of our Church, 
respecting any matter which might have been 
amicably adjusted by following the above direc- 
tions, and before the said measures above re- 
‘commended have been applied, such member or 
members shall be excluded in accordance with 
the rules of our Discipline, unless: a) The de- 
mand be of a purely legal nature requiring a 
process of law, as for example executors’ or ad- 
ministrators’ accounts, or b) In case such mem- 
ber or members can prove that there was actual 
danger of losing the money or property which 
he claims, by the delay incident to an ecclesiast- 
ical investigation. 

| 164. No person clearly convicted of fraudu- 
lent dealing in buying or selling, or other finan- 
cial transactions, such as insolvency, shall be 
retained as a member of our Church, but agree- 
-ably with the apostle’s injunction shall be put 
away from among us. 

7165. If at any time any member of our 
Church shall fail in business, contracting debts 
which he shall afterwards be unable to pay, the 

~ Preacher-in- charge shall appoint three compe- 
tent men to examine his accounts, and if it ap- 
pear to them that such member has conducted 
himself otherwise than as becomes an honest man, 
or has contracted debts without a reasonable 
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prospect of being able to pay them, it shall be 
considered sufficient cause for a. trial, and he 
shall be dealt’ with according to the directions 
of our Discipline. 

7166. Whenever a Trial Committee has de- 
clared a verdict and fixed a penalty, the said 
penalty shall be carried into effect, in the case 
of members, by the Preacher-in-charge; in the 
case of ministers, by the Bishop or Presiding 
Elders. 

7 167. In case there is a complaint from any 
person who has been excluded or placed on pro- 
bation that justice was not done, an appeal shall 
be allowed to the next Quarterly Conference; 
and the majority of the members present. shall 
finally determine the matter. 

168. An excluded person cannot be accord- 
ed the privileges of the Church, particularly of 
- the Lord’s Supper, without confession and re- 
pentance. A member on probation shall not be 
permitted to partake of the Lord’s Supper dur- 
ing the period of his probation, or be eligible for 
office or have a vote in the Church. 

169. In all the cases under B. a Bishop, or 
Presiding Elder or Preacher-in-charge shall pre- 
side, and all charges preferred against any of 
our members shall be presented in due time in 
writing. 


“ CHAPTER II. 
C. For the Trial of Church Officers. 


(a) The Trial of Class-leaders and Exhorters. 
170. The trial of a Class-leader or Exhorter 
146 
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shall be held under the chairmanship of the 
Bishop, Presiding Elder or Preacher-in-charge, 
and before a Trial Committee of the class, or if 

-necessary from other classes, designated by the 
Chairman of the trial, to which Committee one 
or two Class-leaders or Exhorters, as the ease may 
be, of our Church may be added, and, according 
as the transgression or offence may prove. to be, 
he shall be suspended on probation, in or out of 
office, or be removed or expelled, by a majority 
of the Trial Committee in accordance with the 
Discipline of our Church. 


171. Whenever a Class-leader or Exhorter 
who is excluded or suspended, shall consider 
himself aggrieved or unjustly dealt with, he 
shall be allowed an appeal-to the next Quarterly 
Conference, which shall finally determine the 
matter. 


(b) The Trial of Preachers. 


172. If a Preacher is under report of being 
guilty of un-Christian conduct, or of a crime ex- 
pressly forbidden in the Word of God as suffi- 
cient to exclude from the Kingdom of grace and 
glory, proceedings shall be had as follows: 


-In ease there be no Bishop present, the Pre- 
siding Elder shall eall together as many min- 
isters of the Church as he shall think proper, 
yet not less than five, and bring the accuser and 
the accused face to face. If the accused be 
clearly convicted of the alleged offence he shall 
be suspended from all his ministerial functions 
and privileges of Church membership until the 
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next Annual Conference which shall fully con- 
sider and finally decide the case. 


7173. But if the accused be a Presiding 
| Elder, the Bishop shall act or call in the Presid- 
ing Elder of an adjacent district who shall ap- 
point the Trial Committee and act as Chairman 
of the trial. 

§ 174. In ease a Presiding Elder has charges 
against.a preacher on his District, the trial of 
such preacher shall, in the absence of a Bishop, 
be conducted by the Presiding Elder of an adja- 
cent District, appointed by the Bishop. 

175. If the accused and the accuser can- 
not be brought face to face, and the supposed 
delinquent seeks to evade the trial, it shall be 
received as presumptive evidence against him; 
and out of the mouths of several witnesses sen- 
tence shall be passed upon him. Nevertheless, 
even in this case, the Annual Conference shall 
finally determine the matter. 

7 176. But, if the case be such that a preacher 
under the above-mentioned accusation cannot be 
immediately examined, then shall the Bishop, or 
the Presiding Elder of the same District, suspend - 
such a Preacher from the exercise of ministerial 
functions, until his trial can be held. 


{ 177. In ease of improper words, actions or 
temper, the accused shall be reprimanded by his 
superior in office. Should he repeat the offence, 
~ one, two, or three preachers are to be taken as 
witnesses, to enforce a second reproof. If he be 
not then cured of the evil, he shall be tried at 
the next Annual Conference, and, if found guilty 
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and incorrigible, he shali be deposed from office 
and excluded. : 

~ § 178. In ease of preachers who hold forth 
_ doctrines contrary to the Word of God and the 
' teachings of our Church, let the same mode of 
procedure be observed as in cases of gross immor- 
“ality. But if such a preacher solemnly obligate 
himself to abandon and cease from disseminat- 
mg such erroneous doctrine both publicly and 
privately, he shall be borne with until the mat- 
ter be laid before the next Annual Conference 
for determination. 

7.179. When a minister in the Itinerancy, 
after having signified his willingness to travel ac- 
-eording to the directions of the Conference and 
our Discipline, declines to accept the field to 
which he was appointed, he shall be located; and 
if, during the year, he ceases to do the work to 
which he was assigned, except for sickness or 
other unavoidable circumstances, he shall be 
dealt with in accordance with paragraph 172 of 
the Book of Discipline. 

§ 180. Charges against a preacher shall be 
presented in writing, signed by those who intend 
to prove the offence charged; and a copy of such 
charges shall be furnished the accused at an early 
day. 

§ 181. It shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Annual Conference to preserve, carefully, 
the record of all the proceedings of the trial, be 
it held by the Conference or a Trial Committee 
appointed by that body, and all the documents 
relative to the case, with the charges and their 
specifications, which documents only shall be 
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received by the Court of Appeals (fff 192-199) 
as evidence in the ease. 

_§ 182. Preachers who have been or who may 
be appointed to labor in heathen lands, or such 
as are in the direct employ of the Board of Mis- 
sions, shall be amenable to the Board of Missions 
for their moral and official conduct. In case of 
charges, a Bishop shall preside at the trial in like 
manner as the Discipline directs in case of 
charges of a similar character, ministers to have 
the same right of appeal to the Appellate Court, 
as in case of charges tried by an Annual Con- 
ference. 

Should such missionaries live within the 
bounds of an Annual Conference, they are en- 
titled to all the rights and privileges of other 
members of an Annual Conference. 

183. In all cases of investigation and sen- 
tence by an Annual Conference an appeal to the 
Court of Appeals (J 192-199), shall be allowed, 
if the condemned shall, within ten days of the 
time sentence is passed, or of receiving notice 
thereof, declare his intention of taking an appeal. 

(c) The Trial of Bishops. 


] 184. For his personal and official conduct a 
Bishop, as also a Superannuated Bishop, is 
amenable to the General Conference, which may 
depose him from office, or expel him from the. 
Church, or both. 

7] 185. If in the intervals of General Confer- 
ence a Bishop, as also a Superannuated Bishop, 
be accused of immoral conduct, or of disseminat- 
ing false doctrine, the procedure shall be as fol- 
lows: u 
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The accuser shall go to the Bishop in person, 
after due notice of his purpose so to do, and 
shall fully state the matter of complaint, with a 
view, if possible, of correcting any misapprehen- 
sions. If after such interview the accuser shall, 
notwithstanding, remain convinced of the Bish- 


-op’s guilt, then accuser and accused shall each 


choose-an Elder in good standing, and these two 


' shall select three more’ Elders, and said five 


Elders shall form a committee of inquiry; who 
shall go to the Bishop and examine him upon the 
matters complained of. If, after such examina- 
tion, a majority of said committee shall adjudge 
that there is reasonable ground for any such ac- 


‘cusations, and that the same are of such a nature 


as to justify a full trial, they shall so notify the 
accused and accuser; and thereupon the latter 


shall formulate the matters of complaint in writ- 


ten charges and specifications, and shall furnish, 
in due time beforehand, a copy of the same to 
the accused Bishop and one to the President of 


the Trial Court for General Conference officers. 


s 


(If 192-199.) 


7 186. The President of said Trial Court (be- 
ing the tribunal for the trial of General Con- 
ference officers in the intervals of General Con- 
ference) shall thereupon convene the same and 
cite the Bishop in due time beforehand to appear 
before it for trial. The accused shall have the 
right, of peremptory challenge, yet not so as to 
reduce the number of the Trial Court below nine. 
If the Trial Court shall find the accused guilty 
as charged, by a two-third’s vote, it may suspend 
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or depose him from office as Bishop and preacher, 
or expel him from the Church. 

7 187. In ease the accused fail, within ten 
days after notice from the accuser, to choose 
such Elder upon the committee of inquiry, then 
such Elder shall be chosen for him by one of the 
other Bishops. ~ 

7 188. In all cases, however, the Bishop thus 
tried shall have the right to appeal to the Gen- 
eral Conference, provided he shall give notice of 
such appeal within ten days after receiving no- 
tice of his sentence from the President of said 
Trial Court. 

7 189. In case there be much evil report 
against a Bishop, based merely upon rumor, and 
no person appears as accuser, then it shall be the 
duty of the Presiding Elder in whose district 
the Bishop resides to be the accuser and inform | 
the Bishop, and perform the part. above pre- 
seribed for an accuser. 

7 190. If, however, the aforesaid committee 
of inquiry shall be of opinion that there is no 
good cause for further action, they shall acquit > 
the accused, and this acquittal shall render un- 
lawful and invalid any subsequent proceedings 
upon the same accusations until the ensuing Gen- 
eral Conference. Such acquittal, in case a neces- 
sity therefor arises, shall be published in the 
official papers of the Church, which publication 
shall constitute sufficient notice thereof to all 
members and preachers. 

The committee of mquiry shall organize by 
electing a president and secretary, and, in case a 
trial is ordered, shall submit a detailed report of 
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their proceedings to the President of the Trial 
Court. : 
191. None of our ministers, in whatever 
order of office he may stand, who is expelled 
from our Church, is allowed to perform any 
official functions, nor can he be recognized 
among us, without true penitential confession 
and reformation, and without being received 
anew aS a member into our Church, and as a 
preacher- on trial. In case a minister is de- 
posed from the ministry, expelled from the 
Church, or withdraws either under charges or 
in some other irregular manner, his preacher’s 
license and ordination papers shall be an- 
_nulled, and he shall surrender them to the 
Bishop or to his Presiding Elder. 


CHAPTER III. 
Trial Court and Court of Appeals. 


7,192. The General Conference shall qua- 
drennially elect fifteen Elders and five alter- 
nates to constitute a Court of Appeals for 
preachers, and a Trial Court for General Con- 
ference officers. 

§ 193. No one who has not been an Elder in 
our Church in good standing, for twelve con- 
secutive years, shall be elected as a member of 
this Court, nor shall more than two members 
‘be chosen from any Annual Conference. 

7 194. This Court shall have jurisdiction in 

_all eases of appeal from Annual Conferences. 
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It may confirm or revoke sentences of suspen- 
sion from office, expel the guilty from the 
Church, and in cases of suspension, it may add 
expulsion, or it may remand back for new trial. 
In all such cases its jurisdiction shall be com- 
plete and final, excepting when new trials are 
ordered. 

§ 195. This Court shall also, be a Court of 
Trial; as such, it shall be its duty and it shall 
have power to try a Bishop, when placed under 
charges according to our Discipline, during the 
interval between General Conference sessions; 
and it shall also try officers of the General Con- 
ference, viz., the Editors, General Book Agents, 
the Executive Secretary-Treasurer and the Field 
Secretary of the Missionary Society, and the Su- 
perintendent of the Orphan Home, when placed 
under charges of official misconduct. ~It shall in 
such cases have power to suspend from office 
until General Conference. 

196. A Bishop shall preside at all sessions 
of this Court, but he shall have no vote; but if 
no Bishop be present, the Court shall eleet a 
Chairman from among its members who, how-. 
ever, shall not thereby be deprived of his vote. 
The Court shall also elect a secretary and 
treasurer. 

7 197. This Court of Appeals shall be called 
into session at Cleveland, O., or, if necessary, 
elsewhere, by the Bishops, whenever there is - 
any business to transact. In case there should 
be no Bishops, then the first one on the list of 
the Court of Appeals, as published by General 
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Conference, shall call the Court. Its expenses 
shall be defrayed by the Publishing House. 
7 198. Eleven. members shall constitute a 
quorum, and all decisions shall be by a two- 
thirds majority of the votes of those present. 

Vacancies shall be filled by the body itself. 

-§ 199. This Court shall submit a full report 
of all cases not finally decided, to the General 
Conference, to which it is amenable, for review 
and decision; but its final decisions are to be 
preserved in its own records. 
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PART VIII. 


THE TEMPORAL ECONOMY OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, 





~ CHAPTER I. 
A. Salary of Preachers. 


7 200. The annual salary of the Itinerant 
Preachers shall be determined by the various 
Annual Conferences, who shall decide upon the 
same at their annual sessions, or if they see prop- 
er, refer the matter to the several Quarterly 
Conferences. The claims for salary as also the ~ 
amounts actually received, shall be reported to 
the Annual Conferences. 

J 201. The annual salary of the officers of the 
Publishing House shall be such as may be or- 
dered by the General Conference. 

202. No preacher among us shall be sup- 
ported who has not been received into the Itiner- 
ant ministry by an Annual Conference, unless 
he be employed to fill a vacant charge or is ap- 
pointed to serve under the Presiding Elder. 

Local preachers have an. allowance in such 
eases only, when they temporaily fill the place 
of a traveling preacher; and then only if they 
desire it. 

{| 203. Preachers who can no. longer serve 
according to the directions of the Conference, 
and our Discipline, but are not entirely disabled, 
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_ shall serve according to the directions of the 
Conference to which they belong; and in case 
they refuse to follow such directions no support 

shall be granted them. 

j 7 204. If a preacher locates in consequence 
of physical infirmities, but is still able to follow 
some business or vocation, or has some other 
source of income, yet not sufficient to support 
himself and his family, his circumstances shall 
be inquired into by a committee appointed for 
that purpose by the Conference to which he be- 
longs, and a report thereof be brought to said 
Conference, which shail thereupon determine 
such support as he may need. 

205. The support of the poor, Superdnnu- 
ated and worn-out Itinerant preachers, and their 
families, or the widows and orphans of such 
preachers shall be Beenote’ by the Annual Con- 
ference. 

J 206. In case, however, that a widow, ae 
as above mentioned, should marry, she thereby 
excludes herself and her children from the above 
stated support; and if she withdraws from our 
Church, or is expelled therefrom she likewise 
forfeits thereby her claims to the Church for her 
support. In the latter case, however, the or- 
phans shall be entitled to their proportionate 
support from the Conference to which they be- 

long. 


B. Publishing House Officers. 
1 207. In case a Book Agent or Editor is 


not re-elected, or by reason of physical infirmi- 
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ties or old age is at any time unable to continue 
longer in the active service of the Church in 
any capacity, he and his family shall derive 
their support from the profits of the Publishing 
House, the amount of such support to be de- 
termined by the General Conference. 


C. Salary of the Bishops. 


7 208. The annual salaries of the Bishops 
shall be determined by the General Conference, 
and shall be apportioned to the various Con- 
ferences and collected by them according to the 
following plan:—The General Conference shall . 
divide the aggregate amount required for the 
support of the Bishops among the Annual Con- 
ferences. This division shall be made by taking 
the average of the figures arrived at by comput- 
ing the share of each Conference on the basis of 
membership and also on the basis of the total 
amount raised in the respective Annual Confer- 
ences for preachers’ salaries, not however inelud- 
ing missionary appropriations. Each Annual 
Conference shall raise its designated amount ac- 
cording to its own discretion, and pay it to the 
treasurer of the Episcopal Fund, at Cleveland, 
O., who shall submit a quadrennial report to 
the General Conference of the total receipts. 
Annual Conferences in heathen lands shall be 
exempted from this regulation. In case an An- 
nual Conference fail to raise the entire amount 
thus apportioned the deficit shall be paid by the 
Publisking House and deducted from the An- 
nual Conference dividend to which said Con- 
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ference is entitled. The Bishops’ salaries shall 
be paid monthly by the Publishing House, the 
House to be reimbursed out of the Episcopal 
Fund. The Publisher shall be the treasurer of 
the Episcopal Fund. The annual salary of a 
Superannuated Bishop shall be one-half of the 
salary of a Bishop as determined by the General 
Conference. 


209. Wherever our Bishops or Superannu- 
ated Bishops preach, the several appointments 
shall make up their share cf traveling ex- 
. penses. But in case the collections exceed-the 
traveling expenses of the Bishops, the surplus 
‘shall flow into the Episcopal Fund and shall 
be credited to the respective Annual Conferences. 
In the case of a Superannuated Bishop, such 
surplus of collections shall be credited toward 
his salary. 


The joint proceeds of such collections and 
the traveling expenses shall be reported to the 
Board of Publication annually by the Board of 
Bishops. 

Be it further enacted that the traveling ex- 
penses of the Bishops from their respective places 
_ of residence to Galveston Texas, and return; 
Regina, Sask., and return; and to Stuttgart, 
Germany, and return, shall be paid by the 
Missionary Society; but that all traveling ex- 
penses of the Bishops within the bounds of our 
European Conferences and of those on the Pa- 
cifie Coast and in Texas, and in the Canadian 
Northwest, shall be paid out of the collections 
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received at the various preaching appointments. 
All the traveling expenses incurred by the Bish- 
ops in visiting our work in heathen lands, shall 
be paid by the Missionary Society. 

7 210. When a Bishop’s term of service ex- 
pires, and he is not re-elected, and is not eligible 
to superannuation, he shall have the right to 
claim his membership in the Annual Conference 
to which he belonged at the time of his election. 
Should he at any time afterward become unable 
to travel or to serve the Church in any other 
capacity, the General Conference shall determine 
the amount of support he may require, which 
shall be paid him monthly from the proceeds of 
the Publishing House. 


CHAPTER II. 


THE SUPERANNUATION FUND OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Constitution of the Superannuation Furd. 
I, NAME. 


211. A Permanent Fund is hereby created, 
to be known as The Superannuation Fund of 
the Evangelical Association. This Fund is to 
be sustained by annual collections in all the eon- 
gregations throughout the Church (excepting 
in Europe and in non-Christian lands), and by 
donations, bequests, devises, annuities, minister- 
ial payments of dues and ‘other sources of in- 
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come. All bequests for Conference Claimants 

of the Evangelical Association, the custody or . 
administration of which is not otherwise. desig- 
nated, are > to flow into this Fund. 


t Ii. OBJECT. 


J 212. To provide and pay annuities to Itin- 
erant ministers of the Evangelical Association 
who by reason of old age or disability are no 
longer qualified to continue in active service; to 
provide and pay an annuity to the widow of any 
Itinerant minister, and in the event of her death 
or remarriage by providing and paying to the 
children under sixteen years of age in accordance 
with the rules that may be adopted by the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Evangelical Association 
or adopted by the management and approved by 
the said General Conference. 


Ill. MEMBERSHIP. 


f 213. All Itinerant Ministers of the Evangel- 
ical Association (except such as are already Con- 
ference Claimants or hold a Superannuated or 
Supernumerary relation and all native ministers 
in non-Christian lands) in the United States 
and Canada, and ministers and lay missionaries 
(male) in non-Christian lands appointed by said 

Evangelical Association, under sixty-three years 
of age and who can comply with the conditions, 
are eligible for membership in the Fund. It is 
hereby provided that from the date of organiza- 
tion of this Fund it shall be obligatory upon all 
ministers of the Evangelical Association in the 
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United States and Canada and all ministerial 
and lay missionaries (male) in non-Christian 
lands to become members of this Fund at the 
time of their reception into the Itinerancy or 
appointment as missionaries. The said lay mis- 
sionaries (male) shall be subject to the same 
conditions and have the same rights as ministers ~ 
who are members of the Fund. 


IV. DUES. 


_ § 214. A minister to become a member and 
participant of this Fund must pay into the 
treasury of the Fund, until he becomes an an- 
nuitant, an annual sum according to the tables 
of rates attached hereto and marked Exhibit A. 
The nearest birthday shall determine the age of 
the applicant. 

Ministers shall pay as dues twenty per cent 
of the annual rates into the Fund (See Exhibit 
A) and the Church at large eighty per cent of 
such annuity rates by personal contributions, 
donations, devises, bequests, and annuity gifts. - 
The ministers’ rate shall be paid annually in ad- 
vance or if he so elects he may make payment 
semi-annually, subject to the rules of the Fund 
(See Exhibit B). 

When Itinerant ministers, holding positions 
as General Officers of the Church or as represent- 
ing any institution or organization of the Church 
to which they devote their time exclusively, 
unite with this Fund, they shall each pay their 
personal premiums (Exhibit A), but in addition 
thereto it shall be obligatory upon such institu- 
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- tions or organizations to pay annually into the 
Superannuation Fund a sum equal to three per 
cent of the annual salary of each such officer or 
representative. The Bishops shall pay their per- 
sonal premiums (Exhibit A), but in addition 
thereto shall pay the three per cent additional 
amount out of the surplus of their episcopal 
collections. This shall apply to officers of the 
General Conference, the Missionary Society, the 
Board of Church Extension, the Sunday School 
and Alliance Secretary, to the Principals, min- 
isterial professors, teachers, and agents of our 
Educational Institutions, to all Itinerant minis- 
ters appointed by such authorities to serve in 
the Evangelical Association, but outside of the 

’ pastorate or presiding eldership, and to all] mis- 
sionaries (male) under appointment in non- 

- Christian lands by the Board of Missions of the 

Evangelical Association. 


V. FORFEITURE. 


7 215. When a minister ceases to be a mem- 
per of an Annual Conference and a lay mission- _ 
_ ary (male) ceases to, be employed as a mission- 
ary of our Church in non-Christian lands he shall 
be entitled to receive one-half of the amount 
paid by him into the Fund and forfeit all claim 
to further benefit. 
B VI. VALUATION OF FUND. 


§ 216. The rates fixed for ministers being on 
the actual cost basis according to tables of mor- 
tality and disability of ministers in the U. S. A. 
and the Standard Insurance Table so far as it 
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relates to their wives, the Fund shall be valued 
on the basis of such tables at the end of each 
Quadrennial period, and, if necessary, a read- 
justment be made in the rates of Exhibit A, so — 
as to maintain the absolute solvency of the 
Fund and thus guarantee to every minister pay- 
ment in full of the amount provided. 
VII. CERTIFICATES OF MEMBERSHIP. 


| 217. Certificates of membership shall be is- 
sued providing for benefits in the form of an- 
nuities payable in annual installments to dis- 
abled members who have complied with the re- 
quirements of the Fund. 

Certificates shall not be operative in any 
manner as claims against the Fund until after 
the fifth year of membership and until the five 
years’ dues have been paid in full. Certificates 
shall not be valid for claims against the Fund 
for the full amount of annuity unless the entire 
yearly dues shall have been provided for, that 
is, unless the entire 100% of said yearly dues 
(ineluding the 20% to be paid by the minister 
and the 80% by the Church) shall have been 
paid into the treasury. The Fund, however, will 
be obligated to pay to the holder of a Certificate, 
or to his widow or minor children, an amount 
of annuity proportionate to the yearly dues 
which shall have been paid in and receipted for 
by the Treasurer, the said amount to be deter- 
mined from time to time by the Board of Ad- 
ministration or the General Conference. 

1. Every Itinerant minister of the Evangel- 
ical Association who has complied with the re- 


164 


Constitution of the Superannuation Fund. § 217 


quirements of the Fund and who is certified as 
actually disabled and has been placed upon the 
list of Superannuated preachers by his Annual 
Conference shall receive an annuity during dis- 
ablement of ten dollars ($10.00) for each year of 
active service in the Itinerancy of the Evan-. 
gelical Association, and in the case of lay mis- 
-sionaries (male) in non-Christian lands ten dol- 
lars ($10.00) for each year of actual service as 
a missionary of the Evangelical Association in 
non-Christian lands, not exceeding in the aggre- 
gate five hundred dollars ($500.00) per annum. 
‘ihe term ‘‘active service’’ is to be interpreted so 
as to include not only the work in regular fields 
of labor but all additional years of service as an 
Itinerant in the interests of any Society, Board 
or Institution of the Church by appointment or 
permission of the General Conference or an 
Annual Conference. At seventy years of age 
an Itinerant minister may, if he so desires, be- 
come an annuitant by virtue of his age and 
without certificate of disability, provided he 
ceases to do regular ministerial work. 

If a minister’s Itinerant service is broken 
into several terms by different acts of Superan- 
nuation, his annuity is to be determined by the 
total number of years of active service in the 
Itinerancy. The period for computing the an- 
nuity of a minister received from another church 
shall commence from the time of his reception 
into the Itineraney of our Church. 

The certificate of Disablement and Superan- 
nuation must be issued by the vote of the An- 
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nual Conference of which each minister is a 
member. The Annual Conference judges wheth- 
er the minister is physically or mentally dis- 
abled for the active service of the ministry. The 
Board of Missions or its Executive Committee 
judges of the disability of ministerial and lay 
missionaries in non-Christian lands. 

A member of the Fund who is suspended by 
an Annual Conference or a lay missionary sus- 
pended by the Board of Missions shall receive 
no annuity from the Fund for the peiiod of his 
suspension. 

If a minister is located by his Conference or 
a lay missionary is dismissed by the Board of 
Missions he ceases tc be a member of this Fund. 
One half of the dues he-has paid in shall be re- 
funded to him and he thereby forfeits se claims 
upon the Fund. 


2. The widows of deceased Itinerant minis- 
ters and the widows of lay missionaries of the 
Evangelical Association in non-Christian lands- 
who have complhed with the requirements of the 
Fund shall receive annuities beginning et the 
death of the husband and continuing until the 
death or remarriage of the widow. The amount 
of such annuity shall be one-half of the an- 
nuity actually being paid to the husband at the 
time of his death, or if he is not receiving an an- 
nuity at the time of his death, one-half of the 
amount that would have been paid had he be- 
come disabled at that time. Such widows shall 
receive from the Annual Conference having 
jurisdiction a certificate of eligibility. A widow 
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whose husband was permanently superannuated 
at the time of -their marriage shall have no 
claims upon this Fund. 

3. The minor child or children of deceased 
Itinerant ministers or of the aforesaid lay mis- 
sionaries of the Evangelical Association who 
have complied with the requirements of the 
Fund shall receive annuities beginning at the 
death or remarriage of the widow and continu- 
ing while under the age of sixteen. The amount 
that would have been paid to the widow is to be 
divided equally between the children, each 
child’s portion ceasing at death or at the age of 
sixteen. In no case, however, shall the amount 
of annuity paid to any one such child exceed the 
sum of $100. Such minor child or children shall 
receive from the Annual Conference having jur- 
isdiction a certificate of eligibility. 


VIII. COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE RELATIONS. 


7 218. Every Annual Conference shall ap- 
point a Committee on Conference Relations 
whose duty it shall be:—1st. To make careful 
inquiry into the fitness of every minister who 
is a cand’date for reception into the Itinerancy 
and to make their recommendations to the Con- 
ference in accordance with the results of their 
inquiry; 2nd. To take into consideration the 
proposal for the Superannuation of any Itin- 
erant minister of the Conference. the sole ques- 
tion for their consideration in this case being, 
**Ts the minister recommended for superannua- 
tion or asking for the same, really worn out or 
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temporarily disabled in the Itinerant service ?”’ 
The Committee then reports its opinion to the 
Conference which disposes of the question by 
a majority vote. 

The Committee on Conference Relations, or 
the Board of Administration, shall require of — 
a minister recommended for or seeking super- 
annuation medical examination by a_physi- 
cian named by itself. This shall not apply 
to ministers who have been in the Itinerancy 
for forty years or longer or who have reached — 
the age of seventy. 


IX. MANAGEMENT. 


J 219. The business of the Fund shall be 
managed by a Board of Administration of 
eighteen directors, nine of-whom shall be min- 
isters and nine laymen, all members in good 
standing of the Evangelical Association. They 
~ shall be elected for the next ensuing four years 
by the General Conference and shall be amenable 
to that body for the management of the Fund. 
The proceedings of the Board are to be sub- 
mitted to the General Conference. . The 
Board shall have power to appoint agents and 
other employees and shall fix the salaries or 
compensations of officers and of agents and other 
employees. 

In ease of the death, resignation or disquali- 
fication of the General Secretary or of any other 

168 


Constitution of the Superannuation Fund. { 220, 221 


member of the Board during the quadrennium, 
_ the Board is authorized to fill the vacancy. 
The stated meetings of the Board of Admin- 
_ istration shall be held on the first Thursday after 
_ the first Tuesday of October at 9 a. m., or such 
other times as the Board itself may determine, 
and seven members shall constitute a quorum. 
The place of meeting shall be Cleveland, Ohio, 
~ or such other place or places as the Board may 
from time to time determine. Special meetings 
may be held at the call of. the Executive Com- 
mittee. 


X. OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


J 220. The officers of the Fund shall be a 
President, Vice-President, General Secretary, 
Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and such other 
officers as the Board of Administration may 
- deem necessary for the proper management of 
the business. These officers shall be elected an- 
nually at the close of the meeting in October and 
shall hold offices until their successors are 
elected. : 

There shall be two standing committees: 

The Executive Committee ; The Finance Com- 
mittee. The President and General Secretary 
shall be ex-officio members of the standing com- 
mittees. 


XI. RULES. 
9.221. The management of the Fund is 


herewith empowered to adopt rules for annuity 
rates, payments to annuitants and other mat- 
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ters connected with the business of the Fund, 
subject to review by the General Conference, 
but said rules shall be binding upon all persons 
and operative as to all agreements and con- 
tracts. 


XII. AMENDMENTS. 


J 222. Amendments to the By-Laws may be 
proposed at any stated meeting, and may be 
adopted at the next succeeding meeting of the 
Directors in accordance with this Constitution, 
by a vote of the majority of the Board, pro- 
vided that amendments affecting rates, dues, 
and payments of annuities, shall not be valid 
until approved by the General Conference of 
the Evangelical Association. 


XIII. CONFERENCE CLAIMANTS. 


J 223. Resolved, That for the time being the 
Annual Collections for Conference Claimants 
and the Publishing House Dividend flow into 
the respective Annual Conference treasuries, 
as heretofore, for distribution among such super- 
annuated preachers as are or may be in needy 
circumstances; with this proviso that each An- 
nual Conference pay a certain increasing per- 
centage of these collections annually into the 
Superannuation Fund as the General Confer- 
ence may from time to time determine. That 
this percentage during the next Quadrennium 
shall be as follows:—During the Conference 
year 1912-1913, ten per cent; 1913-1914, eleven. 
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z per cent; 1914-1915, twelve per cent; 1915-1916, 


fifteen per cent; which amounts are to be paid 
by the Annual Conference Treasurer to the 
Treasurer of the Superannuation Fund. 

Resolved, That we will endeavor to raise 
$15,000 annually as Conference Collections for 
this purpose, and that this sum be apportioned 
among the Annual Conferences by the Board of 
Administration of the Superannuation Fund. 

Ministers who are members of the Superan- 
nuation Fund and become annuitants, but whose 
annuity does not place them above need, shall 
have their just claim for special relief from the 
Annual Conference Treasury, as well as those 
-who may not be members of said Fund. 


XIV. CONTINGENT FUND. 


q 224. A Contingent Fund is hereby ereated 
into which shall flow:—annually (1) a certain 
percentage of the collections for superannuated 
preachers, widows, and orphans as may be de- 
termined from time to time by the General Con- 
ference. (2) The sum of two thousand dollars 
annually out. of the donations, bequests, etc., 
of the Church for the Superannuation Fund. 

The expenses of administration shall annual- 
ly be paid out of this Fund, the balance to re- 
main at the disposal of the Board of Administra- 
‘tion for the proper inauguration of the Fund 
and its adjustment. 

Resolved, That this Superannuation Fund 
shall not go into operation until at least 300 
desirable persons have become bona fide mem- 


bers. 
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J 225. Table of Rates. 
EXHIBIT A. EXHIBIT B. 
ANNUAL SEMI-ANNUAL 
AGE a % 
20% Dues for 20% Dues fo 

FULL Ministers SLED, Ministers 
21 $57.01 $11.40 $29.36 $5.87 
22 56.39 11.28 29. 5.81 
23 56.26 11.25 28.97 5.79 
24 56.45 11.29 29 07 5.81 
25 56.96 11 39 29 32 5.86 
26 57.72 11.54 29.73 5.95 
27 58.61 11.72 30.18 6.04 
28 59.82 11.96 30.81 6.16 
29 61.18 12.24 31.51 6.30 
30 62.73 12.55 32.31 6.46 
31 64.43 12 89 33.18 6.64 
-32 66.38 13.28 34.19 6.84 
33 68.46 13.69 35 26 7.05 
34 10.75 14.15 36.44 7.29 
35 73.26 14.65 37.73 7.55, 
36 75.98 15.20 39.13 1.83 
37 78.91 15.78 40.64 8.18 
38 82.11 16.42 42.29 8.46 
39 85.42 17.08 43.99 8.80 
40 89.24 17.85 45.96 9219 
41 93.26 18.65 48.08 9.60 
42 98.23 19.65 50.49 10 10 
43 102.27 20.45 52.67 10.53 
44 107.35 21.47 55.29 11 06 
45 112.86 22.57 58.12 11.62 
46 118.94 23.79 61.25 12.25 
47 ~ 125.53 25.11 64.65 12.93 
48 132.75 26.55 68.36 13.67 
49 140.68 28 14 72.45 14.49 
50 149.47 29.89 17.00 15.40 
51 159.18 31.84 81.98 16.40 
52 169.96 33.99 87.53 17 51 
53 181.95 36.39 93.71 18.74 
54 195.48 39.10 100.67 20.14 
55 210 82 42.16 108.57 21.7L 
56 228.28 45.66 117.56 23.51 
57 248.49 49.70 127.97 25.59 
58 272.09 54.42 140.13 28.03 
59 300.62 60 12 154 82 30.96 
60 333.63 66.73 171. 22 34 36 
61 374 17 74.95 193 62 338.60 
62 426.51 85.30 219.65 43.93 
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- CHAPTER III. 
The Charitable Society. 


{| 226. There shall be a benevolent fund, to 
consist of and to be supported by the voluntary 
donations and bequests of our friends. This 
fund shall be under the direction of trustees 
chosen by General Conference; and the interest 
and all income of the same shall be applied only. 
to the support of Superannuated and worn-out 
Itinerant preachers and their families, and of 
the widows and orphans of such preachers, ac- 
-ecrding as our Discipline directs ({{] 200-206). 





CHARTER 


Of the Charitable Society of the Evangelical 
Association, 


q 227. Be it known, that John Seybert, Jacob 
Hammer, Joseph Hammer, Eli Hammer, Samuel 


- Rickert, John P. Leib, William Wildermuth, 


and Andrew Schwalm, all citizens of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, have formed them- 
selves into a society, for the purpose of creating 
and establishing a fund for the relief and sup- 
port of the Itinerant Superannuated or worn- 
out ministers, their wives and children, widows 
-and orphans, of the Evangelical Association, 
in the United States of America and beyond; 
and being desirous to acquire and enjoy the 
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powers and immunities of a corporation or body 
politic in law, agreeably to an Act of Assembly, 
passed the sixth day of April, 1791, entitled ‘‘ An 
Act to confer on certain Associations of citizens 
of this Commonwealth, the powers and immun- 
ities of corporations or bodies politic in law,”’ 
have agreed upon the following articles for their 
government :— 


ARTICLE 1. The name, style, and title of 
this corporation shall be, ‘‘The Charitable So- 
ciety of the Evangelical Association,’’ and shall 
be located in the borough of Orwigsburg, in the 
eounty of Schuylkill, and Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; and shall be managed and con- 
ducted by nine trustees; five of whom shall at 
all times constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business and the present trustees shall con- 
sist of all the members of this Society, to wit: 
John Seybert, Jacob Hammer, Joseph Hammer, 
Eli Hammer, Samuel Rickert, John Rickert, 
John P. Leib, William Wildermuth, and An- 
drew Schwalm, they and their successors, quali- 
fied and appointed as is hereinafter mentiuned, 
are hereby vested with full powers for carrying 
into effect the benevolent and charitable pur-, 
poses in this instrument mentioned and de- 
elared. 


ARTICLE 2. The said trustees and their suc- 
cessors, by the name, style, and title aforesaid, 
shall be able and capable in law to take, receive, 
have, hold, possess, and enjoy ali and all man- 
ner of lands, tenements, rents, annuities, fran- 
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chises, and hereditaments, and any sum of 
money, and any manner and portion of goods 
and chattels, given, granted, or devised unto 
‘them, or their successors, by any person or per- 
sons, bodies politie or corporate, agreeably to 
the ‘intention of the donors respectively, and 
according to the objects, articles, and conditions 
in this instrument mentioned and declared: 
Provided, that the clear yearly value or income 
of the messuage, houses, lands and tenements, 
rents, annuities, or other hereditaments and real 
estate of the said corporation, and the interest 
of money by it lent, shall not exceed the sum of 
six thousand dollars; and by the name, style, 
-and title aforesaid, shall be able and capable 
in law, to sue and be sued, plead and be im- 
pleaded, in any court or courts, before any 
judge or judges, justice or justices, in all man- 
ner of suits, complaints, pleas, causes, matters 
and demands whatsoever, and all and every 
matter and thing therein to do in as full and 
effectual a manner as any other person or 
persons, bodies politic and corporate, within 
this Commonwealth, may or can do. 


ARTICLE 3. In ease of death, resignation, or 
expulsion from Chureh membership, according 
to the rules and discipline from time to time 
adopted by the Itinerant ministers of the said 
Evangelical Association in the General Confer- 
ence assembled, of any or more of the members 
of the said corporation or their successors; then 
and in such ease it shall be the duty of the re- 
maining trustees, to elect men to fill such vacan- 
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cies till the ensuing General Conference, and to 
nominate double the number of those whose seats 
may have been vacated, as aforesaid, and to 
make a representation thereof in writing to the 


‘Itinerant ministers of the said Association in 


( 


their next General Conference assembled, whose 
duty it shall be, then and there to proceed and 
choose, and, by a majority of votes, appoint one 
or more persons, as the case may be, out of the 
whole number of those nominated by the 
trustees, as aforesaid, to fill such vacancy or 
vacancies, in order to keep up the number of 
nine trustees forever; and upon every such 
choice and appointment, a certificate shall issue 
from the said General Conference, signed by 
their president, and countersigned by their 
secretary, and directed to the trustees of the 
said corporation, containing the name or names 
of the person or persons so chosen and ap- 
pointed ; which said certificate shall be registered 
in the books of the said corporation; and the 
person or persons thus chosen and appointed, © 
shall be vested with all the powers and im- 
munities of a membership of the said corpora- 
tion: Provided nevertheless, that no person or 
persons shall be eligible as a trustee or trustees 
of the said corporation, who has not been a 
member of the said Evangelical Association ac- 
cording to the Rules and Discipline thereof, as. 
aforesaid, at least one year next proceding his 
or their election and appointment, as aforesaid, 
and who shall not be at least twenty-one years 
of age. 
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ARTICLE 4. The said corporation shall meet 
at least once in every year, for the dispatch of 
their necessary business, at such time and place 
as a majority of them may judge most conven- 
ient and proper; when so met, they shall have 
power to make such by-laws, rules, and regula- 
tions, for their government in the management 
of their affairs, as a majority of them may judge . 
necessary ; and also at every such annual meet- 
ing, they shall proceed to choose, and by a ma- 
jority of votes appoint two of their own number 
to act, the one as president, and the other as 
secretary to the said corporation, who may con- 
tinue them in office from year to year, as a 
majority of the said Ever asnos may think 
proper. 

ARTICLE 5. It is provided and seule that, 
if at any time hereafter a majority of the trus- 
_ tees should deem it expedient, by deed or other-.. 
wise, to grant, bargain, sell, convey, or other- 
wise dispose of any part or parcel of the estate, 
real or personal, of, and belonging to, the said 
corporation, or charge or encumber the same; 
then and in such ease it shall be their duty to 
make a representation thereof in writing to the 
Itinerant ministers of the said Association, in 
their next General Conference assembled, who 
shall then and there judge of the necessity or 
expediency of such proposed sale; and if two- 
thirds of the ministers assembled as aforesaid, 
shall consent and agree thereto, a certificate shall 
issue from the said General Conference, signed 
by their president, and countersigned by their 
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secretary, declaring such approbation and con- 
sent, and specifying the kind and amount of the 
property to be sold, or otherwise to be disposed 
of, which certificate shall be transmitted to the 
said trustees, who shall cause the same to be 
recorded in the books of the said corporation: 
Provided always, that the moneys arising from 
such licensed sale shall be vested by the said 
trustees as soon as conveniently may be, in such 
other securities and property as in the judg- 
ment of a majority of them will be most pro- 
ductive and safe;-and provided further, that the 
annual interest and income arising from the 
money so vested, shall be exclusively applied in 
“ the manner and for the uses and purposes in 
this instrument mentioned and declared. 

ARTICLE 6. The annual rents, interests, and 
income of the estate, real and personal, which 
now does, or at any time hereafter may, belong - 
to the said corporation, and their successors, 
shall by them be held subject to the exclusive 
order and. control of the Itinerant ministers of 
the Evangelical Association in the United States, 
in their General Conference from time to time 
assembled; and the said ministers thus assem- 
bled, are hereby vested with full powers, to ap- 
propriate and point out the mode of applying 
the same to the objects under the limitations, 
and for the uses and purposes herein mentioned 
and expressly declared. 

ArtTIcLE 7. The objects and design of the 
fund hereby intended to be established, is ex- 
pressly for the purpose of relieving the distress, 
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and supplying the deficiencies of Itinerant and 
Superannuated or worn-out ministers of the 
Evangelical Association in the United States of 
America, who remain in connection with, and 
continue subject to, the order, and control of the 
General Conference, as also for the relief of the 
wives and children, widows and orphans, of such 
ministers, and for no other use, intent, or pur- 
pose whatever. 

ARTICLE 8. No sum exceeding one hundred 
dollars, shall in any one year be appropriated 
and applied to the use of an Itinerant Superan- 
nuated or worn-out single minister; also, that 
no sum exceeding two hundred dollars in any 
one year shall be applied to the use of an Itin- 
erant Superannuated or worn-out married min- 
ister; and that no sum exceeding one hundred 
dollars in any one year shall be applied to the 
use of such widows of such ministers, as are 
herein before mentioned and described; and also, 
that no sum exceeding twenty-five dollars shall 
be applied in any one year to the use of each 
child or orphan of such ministers as are herein 
before particularly mentioned and described. 

ARTICLE 9. No sum or sums of money, un- 
der any pretence whatever, shall be drawn from 
the fund hereby intended to be established, other 
than for the uses and purposes, and under the 
limitations and restrictions herein before ex- 
pressly mentioned and declared: Provided nev- 
ertheless, that the trustees of the said corpora- 
tion, and their successors, shall have power to 
draw and apply from time to time as such 
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money belonging to the said fund, as in the judg- 
ment of a majority of them may be wanting, to 
defray all the necessary expenses of conducting 
the business of the said corporation. 

ArtTIcLE 10. It shall be the duty of the 
trustees, to cause regular and fair accounts to 
be kept, in books to be provided for that pur- 
pose out of the funds of the said corporation, 
as it respects the kind and amount of the capital 
stock, and of the annual interest and income 
thereof, as of all and every sum or sums of 
money which shall from time to time be drawn 
therefrom, for the objects under the limitations, 
and for the uses. and purposes herein before 
particularly mentioned and declared; and fur- 
ther, it shall be the duty of the said trustees 
and their successors at every General Conference 
of the ministers as aforesaid, to prepare and lay 
before them a statement of the affairs.of the said 
fund, for their inspection and examination, 
’ which said statement shall be signed by the 
president and countersigned by the secretary of 
the said corporation, certifying that the same 
is fair and correct. 

7 228. The Secretary of each Annual Confer- 
ence shall annually, about the time of New Year, 
inform the Treasurer of the Charitable Society, 
how many Superannuated preachers, and their 
families, or widows and orphans of such preach- 
ers, there are in his Conference, and what is 
their condition, and what are their needs. 

7 229. Persons who, from love for the work 
of the Lord, desire to bequeath anything to the 
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Evangelical Association for this purpose in their 
last will or testament, be it money or its equiva- 
lent, must devise it to The Charitable Society of 
the Evangelical Association, at Orwigsburg, 
Schuylkill County, Pa. 

Surely, God will not suffer such acts of love 
and mercy to pass unrewarded. 


' CHAPTER. IV. 
Missions. 


(a) Home Missions. 


7 230. Our ministry shall take an active part 
in the missionary cause, and establish missions 
wherever circumstances may admit of it. And 
therefore it shall be the duty of each Annual 
Conference, where missions have been or are to 
be established, to appoint a standing Missionary 
Committee, who shall annually make an estimate 
of the probable cost of each mission under the 
supervision of the conference, and add the names 
of the missions, their location and of the mis- 
sionaries. Such estimate is to be presented to 
the General Board of Missions at its annual 
meeting, by the representative of the Conference 
Missionary Society, in order that an appropria- 
tion for the costs may be made, and a copy of 
the report be entered upon the record of the 
Board, and that the Treasurer-of the Confer- 
ence Missionary Society may know the amount 
he is entitled to draw from the Treasurer of the 
Missionary Society of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion... 
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J 231. It is recommended, that within the 
bounds of each Annual Conference there be 
established a Conference Missionary Society, 
auxiliary to the Missionary Society of the 
Evangelical Association, with branches on the 
several circuits, stations and missions, under 
such regulations as the Conferences respectively 
shall prescribe. Each Conference Missionary ~ 
Society shall annually transmit to the Exec- 
utive Secretary of the Parent Society a copy 
of its annual report, and shall also notify the 
Treasurer of the amount collected in aid of the 
missionary cause, which amount shall be sub- 
ject to the order of the Treasurer of the Parent 
Society. ; 

(b) Foreign Missions. 

§ 232. Our foreign missions shall be under 
the supervision and control of the General Board 
of the Missionary Society of the Evangelical - 
Association, as directed by the Constitution of 
said Society. (See Appendix.) 
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CHAPTER V. 
Our Publishing House. 


{ 233. Our Publishing House shall be located 
in Cleveland, Ohio. It shall be under the super- 
vision of the General Conference. 

{| 234. In the intervals of the General Con- 
ference it shall be managed by a Board of Publi- 
cation appointed by the General Conference. 
This Board shall consist of the Bishops, eight 
Elders, and six laymen. 
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q 235. The Elders and Laymen of the Board 
are to be elected by the General Conference from 
their several districts. For the purpose of elect- 
ing the Elders, the territory of the Church shall 
be divided into eight districts, from each of 
which one member of the Board ‘shall be chosen; 
for the purpose of electing the six laymen, the 
Church in America shall be divided into six 
districts by the General Conference; that the 
delegations of the various Annual Conferences 
within each of these districts shall jointly nom- 
_Inate two laymen, one of whom shall be elected 
by the General Conference to represent the dis- 
trict in the Board of Publication for the en- 
suing quadrennium. 

{| 236. The Board shall be amenable to the 
General Conference, and shall submit a record 
of its proceedings for examination and approval. 
In the intervals between the General Conferen- 
ees the Board can or may determine the duties 
of the members, and in case of unfaithfulness 
declare the seat of a member vacant, and fill all 
vacancies from the district which the excluded 
member represented. 

{ 237. The Board of Publication shall hold 
an annual meeting in the Publishing House, for 
the purpose of transacting its business, at which 
meeting it shall make all necessary provisions for 
the successful management of the Publishing 
House, and at their discretion shall authorize 
such publications as have been recommended by 
the General Conference, and with the assistance 
of the General Publishing Agents fix the price 


of the same. 
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q 238. The Board shall examine the accounts 
of the Publishing Agents and the condition of 
the Publishing House, as also estimate its value, 
and submit a careful Report! of the same to Gen- 
eral Conference. 

J 239. The surplus profits accruing from our 
Publishing House, after retaining a sufficient 
amount to carry on its business and such other 
expenditures as may be authorized by General 
Conference, shall be applied to the support of 
the Superannuated and Itinerant preachers and 
their families, and of the widows and orphans 
of such deceased preachers. 

7 240. The Board shall annually determine 
the dividend to be appropriated to the several 
Annual Conferences, and shall divide the same 
in the following manner, to-wit: 

The first one-fourth of the annual dividend 
shall be equally divided among the several An- 
nual Conferences of North America. The re- 
maining three-fourths of said dividend among 
said Conferences, in proportion to the amount 
received by the Publishing House, from’ the 
patronage of the respective Conferences. 

J 241. Provided, however, in case the whole 
of said income be not needed for the above 
named purpose by the Conference, the surplus 
shall be paid into their Conference treasury, 
and shall be available for other cases of need_ 
among the preachers. 

242. The Board shall elect four of its mem- 
bers to constitute an Executive Committee. The 
duties of the Executive Committee shall be to 


184 


i) 


Our Publishing House. { 243-245 


see that the provisions of the Board are ear- 


ried into effect by the General Publishing 


Agents and Editors. It also shall have power 
to provide for all cases of necessity in the 
interval of the meetings of the same, and to 
eall special meetings of said Board. 

| 243. The General Conference shail elect 
the requisite number of Publishing Agents and 


‘Editors quadrennially. 


244. The Editors shall properly conduct 
the publication of our periodicals and such other 
publications as may have been committed to their 
supervision by the General Conference and such 
editorial management shall always be in har- 
mony with the spirit of the Holy es and 
of our Discipline. 

7 245. The Christliche Botschafter, the 
Evangelical Messenger and the Evangelische 
Botschafter, are in a special sense the organs of 


th Chureh. Accordingly the aim and purpose. 


of the editorial conduct must ever be to enhance 
the honor of God, to foster the interests of the 
Evangelical Association, and to promote the 
spread of the true knowledge of God and the 
true welfare of mankind; the subjects and ar- 
ticles appearing in the columns of these organs 
shall always be such as are treated from a 
Christian standpoint and in harmony with the 
Discipline of the Evangelical Association. 

These periodicals especially should guard, 
advocate and defend.the interests of the Evan- 


gelical Association in all its parts. The Editors 
shall also publish, without unnecessary abbre- 
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viation, the proceedings of official Conferences 
and Boards, when such are presented for publi- 
cation. In eases of controversy, the respective 
communications are to be treated impartially, 
and the authors shall be accorded the rights 
customary in public debate. Offensive person- 
_ alities and improper expressions are in all cases 
~ to be eliminated. 


J 246. The promulgation of false doctrine on 
the part of an Editor shall be treated as official 
misconduct. 


7 247. The general Publishing Agents shall 
conduct the entire book and publishing business 
according to the direction of the Board, and shall 
keep correct,account, and shall apply the pro- 
ceeds of the business as directed by the Board. 
They shall publish an ‘annual report in our peri- 
odicals, setting forth the financial condition of 
the House, together with the dividend, if any, 
accruing to each conference, and pay the same 
to the respective conference treasurers. 


Jj 248. The Publishing Agents and Editors 
shall be amenable to the Board of Publication 
for their official conduct, which may bring the 
same to trial before the Court of Trial for Gen- 
eral Conference officers, as provided in {ff 192- 
199, which court shall have power to depose - 
them from office. 

Charges against a General Book Agent or 
Editor, for official misconduct, must be signed 
by not less than three members of the Board of 
Publication. 
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q 249. Any vacancy occurring in the office of 
_a Publishing Agent or Editor in the interval 
of General Conference sessions, shall be filled by 
the Board of Publication. 

| 250. Every Preacher-in- charge shall be a 
local Agent of our Publishing House. 
§ 251. The discount on all books and pam- 
_phlets published by our House shall be deter- 
mined by the Publishing Agents and the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

q 252. A Superannuated or Supernumerary 
_ preacher who served in the active Itinerancy for 
a period of twenty-five or more years shall be 
entitled to both the Christliche Botschafter and 
the Evangelical Messenger free, postage excep- 
ted; the widow of such a preacher shall be en- 
titled to either of these papers. If such a 
preacher has served in the Itinerancy during a 
period less than twenty-five years, he or his 
widow shall receive either of the aforesaid papers 
free, postage excepted. 


CHAPTER VI. 
Directions Concerning the Building of Church- 
es and the Duties of Trustees. 

J 253. In places where the societies have be- 
come so numerous that private dwellings are 
‘generally too small conveniently to hold the 
meetings, and especially in towns and cities, 
where congregations are generally large, it is 
necessary to build churches. The building of 
church edifices shall be undertaken and executed 
in the following manner: 
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254. The preacher shall, where it may be 
practicable on a field of labor, and especially in- 
the vicinity of the place contemplated for the 
building, issue proposals and circulate subserip- 
tion lists. And if they meet with sufficient en- 
couragement to warrant the undertaking, the 
members of the society shall be called to meet, 
by the Preacher-in-charge (who shall preside), 
and by a majority of votes of the members pres- 
ent proceed to elect a Building Committee and 
Trustees; as soon as the money subscribed is 
collected, the building may be commenced; in 
like manner let the building of parsonages be 
undertaken, except that on charges composed of 
several societies the Trustees shall be elected by 
the Quarterly Conference, with due regard to 
the civil law. 

7 255. To secure the right of property of our 
churches and parsonages, with the appur- 
tenances thereof, let all the deeds be executed 
econformably to the laws and customs of the 
respective States wherein the property is located. 
It is necessary in point of law, as well as for 
other causes, that all our deeds be registered or 
recorded, directly after they. are executed. The ° 
President or Secretary of the local Trustee 
Board is the custodian of the Church and par- 
sonage documents, such as deeds, mortgages; in- 
surance papers and similar documents. 

{| 256. No person shall be elected. as a Trus- 
tee of any of our churches who is not a member 
of the Evangelical Association; and whenever a 
Trustee is excluded from our Church, or with- 
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draws therefrom, his office as a Trustee shall 
terminate. 

257. There shall be at least three or more 
Trustees elected for every such building, who 
shall be elected for three years, or until their 
successors are elected, and in case one of them 
die, or be excluded from the Church, or resign 
his office, the number shall always be kept up by 
new elections. This Board of Trustees shall be 
entitled to a representative in Quarterly Con- 
ference, such representative to be elected from 
among its own members. 

§ 258. The Trustees shall supervise the real 
estate and other property of the Society. They. 
shall take care to keep it in good condition and 
repair, and shall see to it that the church and 
parsonage are open to the preachers of the 
Evangelical Association, whose duty it is to 
serve, according to the directions of the proper 
ecclesiastical authorities, as well as to all meet- 
ings, which are held with the consent of the 
-Preacher-in-charge and Presiding Elder, in 
which, by songs of~praise, prayer, the reading 
and preaching of the Word of God, the admin- 
istering of the sacraments and other religious ex- 
ercises, in acordance with the Word of God, and 
the recognized rules of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion, the cause of God is promoted and His King- 
dom advanced. They are to take care that the 
direction in {J 263 in reference to free pews is 
observed, that all disturbances of worship be 
suppressed and deliberate disturbers duly pun- 
ished, whenever necessary to preserve order. 
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7 259. The Trustees shall.annually hold a 
meeting, some time before the last Quarterly 
Conference, to elect their president, vice-presi- 
dent, secretary, treasurer and representative to 
the Quarterly Conference, as also to prepare an 
annual report of their proceedings, and of the 
condition of the property of the society, and 
present the same to the Quarterly Conference. 
Special meetings may be called by the President 
upon request of three of the Trustees. 

7 260. In all their transactions the Trustees 
shall observe the pertinent directions of our 
Discipline, and in no case presume to exercise 
authority over the occupancy of the pulpit, the 
time of the public services, or attempt any in- ~ 
fringement of the prerogatives of the various 
Conferences, of the Presiding Elder, and of the 
proper ecclesiastical officials, in regard to the af- 
fairs of the society, or by the Preacher-in-charge. 

7 261. In ease of the withdrawal, removal 
resignation, death, or termination of office of one 
or more of the Trustees of any society, which 
for any reason is unable to elect his or their 
successor or successors, Or in case we desire to 
‘secure Church property where no society exists, 
the Preacher-in-charge, or in case there be no 
Preacher-in-charge, the Presiding Elder of the 
nearest adjoining field of labor or district shall 
order an election of Trustees from among the 
members of such fields of labor, as may be most 
contiguous to the property in question, taking 
care that such election be conducted in accord- 
ance with the civil law. 
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{ 262. The Building Committee shall be care- 

ful that the structure be plain and cheap, never- 
the less decent, durable and spacious. 

{| 263. As it is ordained that the Gospel shall 
be preached to all, and, according to the Apostle 
James, the poor should not be slighted or 
neglected, therefore the seats in all our churches 
shall always be free, without respect of person, 
for all who come to hear the Word of God. 


CHAPTER VII. 


Directions for Securing Church Property and 
Incorporating Congregations. 


7 264. In all conveyances of ground, for the 
- erection of houses of worship, or upon which 
they may have been already erected, let the fol- 
lowing clause be inserted in the proper place: 

‘‘In trust, to be kept, used and maintained 
as a place of divine worship, by the ministry 
and membership of the Evangelical Association 
with power to dispose of and convey the same, 
subject to the Discipline, usages and ministerial 
appointment of said Church or Association, as 
- from time to time authorized and- declared by 
the General Conference of said Association, and 
- the Annual Conference i in whose bounds the said 
premises are situate.’ 

7 265. In all conveyances of ground for the 
erection of dwelling houses for the use of the 
preachers, or upon which they may have already 
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been erected, let the following clause be inserted 
at the proper place: 

‘‘In trust, to be kept, used and maintained 
as a place of residence for the use and occupancy 
of the preachers of the Evangelical Association, 
who may from time'to time be stationed in said 
place, with power to dispose of and convey the 
same, subject to the Discipline and usage of said 
Association, as from time to time authorized 
and declared by the General Conference of said 
Association, or by the Annual Conference within 
whose bounds said premises are situate.’’ 

7.266. 

Articles of Incorporation. 

Certificate of Association, made this day of 

A. D. — between the persons whose 
names are hereunto subscribed. 








ARTICLE I. 


The name of this incorporation shall be —— 
Church of the Evangelical Association in -—— 
County, State of 





ARTICLE II. 

The object of this Society shall be the pro- 
motion of the interests of religion in our midst, 
and the spread of Scriptural holiness through- 
out the world. 

ARTICLE IIT, 


The members of this Society shall consist of 
the members of the society, from time to time, 
as shown by the records thereof. 
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ARTICLE LY. 


The officers of this Society shall consist of a 
Board of Trustees, of three or more persons, 
chosen from its members, in such manner, time 
and place, as shall be specified in its by-laws or 
by the Discipline of the Evangelical Association. 
The -said Trustees shall have the sole manage- 
ment and control of all the property of the 
Society, subject to the present or any future 
provisions of said Discipline and the provisions 
of the Annual Conference in whose bounds such 
property is situate, and may adopt by-laws not 
inconsistent with said Discipline and the provi- 
sions of said Annual Conference and the laws of 
the State. 


i. 


ARTICLE VY. 
The officers of said Board shall consist of a 


- President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treas- 


urer, to be annually chosen from among the 
members of the Board, who shall perform the 


duties usually assigned to such officers. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The following named persons shall constitute 
the Board of Trustees of the Society for the first 
year of its existence, and until their successors 
are elected, viz: 

ArticuE VII. 


The Board of Trustees shall hold an annual 


‘meeting before the last quarterly meeting on the 


charge, at which time the officers of the Board 
shall be appointed, and an annual report shall be 
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prepared, setting forth the doings of the Board 
during the year past, and the condition of the 
property belonging to, and in trust of, the So- 
ciety, a copy of which shall be presented to the 
Quarterly Conference. Special meetings of the 
Board and Society shall be called by the Presi- 
dent, when requested by three Trustees or by 
the Preacher-in-charge. 
ArtIcLE VIII. 


All vacancies oceurring in the Board of 
Trustees shall be filled, and all the business of 
the Society shall be conducted in strict con- 
formity to the Discipline of the said Evangelical 
Association, and the provisions of the Annual 
Conference, in whose bounds the property is 
situate. 

ARTICLE IX. 


All conveyances of property to this Society 
shall be deeded in trust, that said property shall 
be used, kept, maintained, and disposed of, for 
_ the use of and benefit of the ministry and mem- 
- bership of the Evangelical Association. - Any 
real estate of said Society held in trust for said 
Evangelical Association, shall be sold and con- 
veyed, by the said Trustees, in the corporate 
name thereof, when the said Trustees shall be 
authorized to do so by the Annual Conference 
in whose bounds said real estate is situate. 


ARTICLE X, 


The Society assumes to itself all the rights, 
powers, privileges, and immunities which are 
now, and which may, during the existence there- 
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of, be conferred by law upon societiés of a sim- 
ilar character, and adopts as its by-laws the 
Discipline of the Evangelical Association. 

' In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our 
hands and seals the day of A, D. 











CHAPTER VIII. 
Institutions of Learning. 


{ 267. Any one, or more, of our Annual Con- 
ferences shall be permitted to erect within their 
boundaries institutions of learning, under the 


‘following restrictions: 


1. No conference or conferences shall under- 
take the erection of such an institution of learn- 
ing, without reasonable prospect of being ‘able to 
carry out such an enterprise without becoming 
involved in debt. 

2. All such institutions shall, if possible, be 

in part, and, if practicable, fully- endowed. 
_ 3. All institutions of this kind in our Church 
shall be conducted as institutions of the Evan- 
gelical Association and be under the supervision 
of the General Conference. 

4, Care shall be taken that in said institu- ~ 
tions only persons be employed as teachers, who 
believe in the Christian religion, and are of a 
good religious and moral character. 

5. The Sacred Scriptures shall be read daily 
in the presence of the students, and prayer 
offered with them.. 
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6. That the directions of the General Con- 
ference relative to institutions of learning, in 
~our Church may be the more effectively carried 
out, the Board of Bishops, together with editors 
of the Christliche Botschafter and Evangelical 
Messenger, shall constitute a Board of Visitors 
~ of such institutions, whose duty it shall be, and 
who shall have full authority to enforce all reg- 
ulations and enactments of the General Con- 
ference in regard to such institutions of learn- 
ing and shall, in case the trustees or other man- 
aging boards of such institutions violate any of 
the enactments of General Conference, be au- 
thorized and it shall be their duty to formulate 
and present charges against such board to the 
appellate court of our Church, which shall have 
jurisdiction in all such cases to decide the mat- 
ter. But either party shall have the right to 
appeal to the General Conference, which is to 
render the final decision. 
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Questions of Law, 


a 
Questions of Law. 


The General Conference has provided that 
‘the Board of Bishops shall collate the Questions 
of Law from the Records of the General Con- 
ference, and prepare them for insertion in the 
revised Discipline.’’ It was further ordered, by 
resolution, ‘‘that the decision of this General 
Conference, in regard to the legal value of the 
Questions of Law, be printed in the beginning of 
the chapter containing the Questions of Law.’’ 

The formulation of the aforesaid decision 
was, toward the end of the Conference, referred 
_ to the Committee on Questions of Law; but ow- 
ing to the great amount of business it remained 
undone. Nevertheless, we permit ourselves to 
give expression to the opinion of said committee, 
which is well known to us, upon this subject, 
and which, without doubt, would have obtained 
the endorsement of the General Conference, 
namely : 

The Questions of Law are to be regarded, not 
as laws of our Church, but as interpretations of 
our laws by the highest authority, the General 
Conference, and as such are conclusive in regard 
to the subjects treated. They are therefore to be 
carefully heeded. 

THE Boarp or BIsHors. 
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QUESTIONS oF LAW. 


Ques. 1. When should the election of Stew- 
ards take place—at the beginning or at the 
close of the year? 

Ans. In all ordinary cases, at the close of 
the Conference year. 

Ques. 2. Is the law, according to which a 
Preacher on Trial, who has completed a full theo- 
logical course and served one year in the Itiner- 
ancy, is to be ordained as Deacon, to be applied 
to preachers who have studied in institutions not 
belonging to our own Church? 

Ans. Said provision has reference only to 
institutions of our Church. 

Ques. 3. What is the official relation of a 
_ preacher who has taken a letter of dismissal and 
commendation from a (his) Conference; and be- 
fore he is received into another Conference—. e., 
during the time intervening—and how long is 

said letter valid? 

- Ans. On receiving his letter of dismissal 
Sad commendation, his membership in the Con- 
ference which gave him the letter ceases; and in 
case he subsequently unites with another Confer- 
ence, he shall be responsible for his moral and 
official conduct, during the interval, to the Con- 
ference acting on his reception as a member of 
its body. 

In reference to the question, how long a 
preacher’s letter of dismissal from a Conference 
is valid, we answer, until an opportunity be af- 
forded to present such letter at the proper place. 
Should a preacher continue to reside within the 
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limits of that Conference which gave him his 
letter of dismissal, he shall deposit it with the 
Quarterly Conference within whose bounds he 
resides, and shall be considered a member of the 
same till he removes. A letter of dismissal shall 
only be valid till the next session of the Annual 
Conference that issued it, in case the holder of it 
does not move away. 

Ques. 4. What is the relation of a church- 
member on taking a certificate of dismissal ? 

Ans. With the receipt of the certificate, the 
rights of such a member cease in the class or con- 
gregation from which such member withdraws. 
If, however, with this certificate, such a one un- 
ites with another class or congregation, he shall 
be responsible for his conduct, during the inter- 
-val, where he is received. 

Ques. 5. In ease a Preacher in charge in 
conducting investigations and in other matters, 
pursues an illegal course and does not heed the 
advice of the Presiding Elder; or, if a Presiding 
Elder in conducting or in holding investigations, 
or in any official action pursues an illegal course, 
and does not heed the advice of the Bishop ; what 
further steps are to be taken in such a case? 

Ans. The Presiding Elder has, in aceord- 
ance with our Discipline, to see to it that it is 
inculeated in all its parts. In ease, therefore, a 
Preacher in charge proceeds illegally, or refuses 
to correct illegal proceedings, the Presiding Elder 
shall take the matter in hand, rectify such illegal 
proceedings, and report the preacher to his con- 
ference. But, in such a case, a Presiding Elder 
should act with much caution and discretion, 
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and ask the advice of his brethren in office. But, 
in the case of a Presiding Elder, if in any official 
action he proceeds illegally, the Bishop shall pro- 
_ ceed in like manner as does the Presiding Elder 
in the case of a Preacher in charge. In all cases 
the Bishop has this authority. 

~ Ques. 6. Is it the opinion of the General 
Conference that, according to-our Discipline, a 
Presiding Elder can be elected for more than 
two successive terms? 

Ans. A Presiding Elder may always be re- 
elected. 

Ques. 7. Does it require a majority of the 
entire class to elect a class-leader or an exhorter, 
or only the majority of those who, after due an-_ 
nouncement has been made, are present? 

Ans. A majority of those present. Should, 
however, a considerable number of the class not 
be able on account of unavoidable circumstances, 
to attend the meeting appointed for election of 
leaders, the election should be postponed. 

Ques. 8. What is the nature of. the power 
of a Preacher in charge in conducting the elec- 
tion of a class-leader or an exhorter? Is it a 
nominating, vetoing, or deciding power? 

Ans. His power is deciding and vetoing. 
It should, however, be exercised only when cir- 
cumstances make it necessary. © 

Ques. 9. What is to be done with members 
who, though they have the ability, pay nothing 
towards the support of the ministry nor mission- 
ary cause? Or, in other words, how should a 
miser be treated ecclesiastically ? 
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Ans. Proceed with such as neglect their 
duty in this respect, according to our Church 
Discipline, as with others who neglect their duty. 
Misers however, are to be dealt with as are other 
eross transgressors and sinners. 

Ques. 10. Can a person, not a member of 
our Church, prefer charges against a member of 
the Church, and must such charges be enter- 
tained ? 

Ans. It should be left to the discretion of 
those in charge of the administration to enter- 
tain or not to entertain such charges, according 
to circumstances. In all such cases, however, 
only a member of the Church can appear as 
plaintiff at an investigation. 

Ques. 11. Can the investigation of charges 
against a class-leader be held by a Presiding 
Elder or Bishop; and is a class-leader under ob- 
ligation to submit to an investigation which is 
not conducted according to the rule of our 
Church Discipline: (ff 170-171) ? 

Ans. The investigation of a class-leader can 
be held by a Presiding Elder or Bishop, but it 
must be conducted in accordance with the direc- 
tions of our Church Discipline, under the above- 
named rule. No one is under obligation to sub- 
mit to an illegal investigation, yet he should not 
seek redress, or his rights, in an arbitrary, but 
disciplinary and legitimate way. 

Ques. 12. In case a preacher withdraws from 
the Evangelicol Association, be it under charges 
or otherwise, and subsequently desires to return 
to the same, has an Annual Conference the right 
to receive him again in his former standing (in 
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_ which he left) without being first received as a 
member into the Church and recommended by 
his class as a candidate for the ministry? 
Ans. There may be mitigating circumstances 
under which his reception might be admissible; 


but in a strictly legal way, without important. 


mitigating circumstances, it can not be done. 

Ques. 13. If it is not allowed, according to 
our Discipline, to license a candidate for the 
ministry who has more debts than he is able to 
pay, should not, in accordance with the spirit 
and intention of this rule, the license of such 
ministers among us, as through worldy specula- 
tion, have made more debts than they are able 
to pay, be withheld; or, in case they are Itiner- 
ant preachers, should they not at least be lo- 
eated ? 

Ans. Yes; such a preacher can be located, 
deposed from office or expelled from the 
Church. ; 

Ques. 14. If charges are preferred and in- 
vestigated by a committee, and the offenses 
charged are of such a nature as to exclude a 
person from the kingdom of grace, and con- 
sequently from the Church, can an investigating 
‘committee declare the accused guilty and inflict 
the penalty, according to the provisions of an- 
other paragraph of our Discipline? Is such a 
course of procedure not a modification of the 
charges by the committee of investigation? Has 
a committee the right to do so? 

‘Ans. An investigating committee must de- 
cide under which paragraph of the rules of in- 
vestigation the charges come, and must frame 
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the verdict and inflict the penalty according to 
such paragraph. To place the charges under 
one paragraph, and form the verdict, and inflict 
the penalty according to the provisions of an- 
other paragraph of the rules, would be unau- 
thorized and illegal; hence no committee among 
us has the right to pursue such a covrse. 

Ques. 15. If evil reports against a preacher 
are circulated, which are of such a nature as to 
call for an investigation, is it disciplinary for 
the Presiding Elder to appoint a committee and 
try the case, or must. he wait till formal charges 
are presented? 

Ans. In such eases the Presiding Elder 
should endeavor to ascertain whether it is prob- 
able that these reports have sufficient foundation 
to eall for an investigation. If he deems it nee- 
essary, but no one prefers charges against the 
aecused, so that the Presiding Elder himself 
must bring the charges, he should present them 
to one of the Bishops. In ease of an open trans- 


gression, he should, as soon as the transgression 


is known, after consulting with some of his 
brethren in office, suspend such a preacher from 
his ministerial functions, and institute an in- 
vestigation as soon as practicable. 

Ques. 16. When members of the Church are 


reported as walking disorderly, and the matter 


is of such a nature as to call for an investigation, 
is it disciplinary in such a ease for the Preacher 
in charge to call a committee and try the case; or 
must he wait till formal charges ere preferred ? 

Ans. In such cases, after he has exhorted 
and reproved the member in question, according 
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to the direetion of God’s Word and our Discip- 
line, and no real change for the better takes 
place, and if no one else is willing to act as ac- 
cuser, the preacher himself should prefer charges 
either to the’ Presiding Elder or one of the 
Bishops. 

Ques. 17. Is it in all cases necessary to have 
formal charges with specifications preferred in 
order to proceed with an investigation, and 
should, with the charges, the paragraph in the 
Discipline be specified under which they are 
brought ? 

Ans. In all cases of disciplinary proceed- 
ings against any member, be it lay-member or 
preacher, the complaint or charges and specifi- 
cations should be stated as briefly and plainly 
as possible, and in the investigation only the 
points presented in the charges shall be acted ~ 
upon. A correct copy of the complaints or 
charges shall be furnished to the accused by the 
accuser at an early day, so that he may have 
sufficient time to prepare himself for the investi- 
gation. The committee of investigation has to 
decide under which paragraph of the rules gov- 
erning investigations the charges are to be placed. 

Ques. 18. If charges are brought against a 
Class-leader or Exhorter before his Quarterly 
Conference, is it legal for the Quarterly Con- 
ference to institute a trial and appoint a com- 
mittee, or should the case simply be referred to 
the Preacher in charge; since, in ease of ar. ap- 
peal, the Quarterly Conference is his court of 
appeal ? 

Ans. Vf the accused receive due and timely 


205 


Questions-of Law. 


notice of the matter in question, or if, without 
such notice, he declares himself prepared for the 
investigation, the Quarterly Conference may at 
once proceed to investigate the matter. But, if 
the accused has not had notice prior to the ses- 
sion of the Quarterly Conference, or has not had 
sufficient time to prepare for the investigation, 
the matter shall simply be referred to the 
Preacher in charge; or, in ease he is unable to at- 
tend to it, to the Presiding Elder, who shall pro- 
ceed with the case according to our Discipline. 

Ques. 19. Can a Local preacher be a member 
of one Quarterly Conference while he resides 
within the bounds of another Quarterly Con- 
ference? a : 

Ans. No. A Local preacher can be a member 
only of that Quarterly Conference in the 
bounds cf which he resides. 


Ques. 20. Is it according to our Discipline 
for any preacher among us to be a member of a 
Quarterly Conference within the bounds of one 
Annual Conference and at the same time a mem- 
ber of another Annual Conference ? 

Ans. No such relation can be recognized 
among us, excepting such members of Annual 
Conference as are employed by the proper au- 
thorities at Northwestern College and Evangeli- 
eal Theological Seminary, and such as are em- 
ployed as assistant publishers and assistant 
editors of our Church periodicals. 

Ques. 21. What right has a preacher belong- 
ing to one Annual Conference to accept work 
within the bounds or under the jurisdiction of 
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another conference in the interval between the 
- meetings of his own Conference ? 

Ans. <A preacher cannot transfer himself or 
be transferred from one Conference to another 
in the intervals of Conference, except in the spe- 
cial manner pointed out in the Discipline under 
the provisions relating to the duties of Bishops. 

~~ Ques. 22. Is it lawful for an Annual Con- 
ference to ordain a preacher on probation who, 
at the same time, is a member of another Annual ° 
Conference ? s 

Ans. He may be so ordained provided that 
his own Conference has voted him the ordination. 

Ques. 23. Can an Itinerant preacher accord- 
ing to the law and order of our Church, reside 

_ within the bounds of one Annual Conference 
and at the same time be a member of another 
Annual Conference ? 

Ans. No. 

Ques. 24. Can a member of our. Church, 
according to the law and.order of our Church, 
permanently live within the bounds of one con- 
gregation and at the same time be a member of 
another congregation? 

Ans. According to the natural order of 
things, every church-member should belong to 
that congregation within the bounds of which he 
resides; but these bounds may not be determined 

_ so easily under all circumstances. But no mem- | 
ber should live beyond the pastoral care of the 
minister of that congregation to which he be- 
longs. 

Ques. 25. How is a man to be considered 
who has been a preacher in our Church, but who, 
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without good credentials, leaves the Church, or 
is deposed from his office or expelled from the 
Church? Do all his rights of office which our 
Church had granted him cease with his depart- 
ure from the Church? 

Ans... Yes. ; 

Ques. 26. What is the relation of a Local. 
preacher who moves into another Annual Con- 
ference without having a recommendation or cer- 
tificate of membership? Is he a member in the 
Conference in which he now resides? 

Ans. No member without a certificate of 
membership and no preacher without credentials 
can be a member or a preacher in that Conference 
into which he may remove. 

Ques. 27. Who shall preside at the annual 
meetings of a congregation at which the election 
of trustees takes place? 

Ans. Whereas, the Preacher in charge re- 
presents the Church, it is his duty to preside at 
these and all other meetings of the society. 

Ques. 28. . Should not the alternate for a del-~ 
egate to the General Conference also be exam- 
ined before he takes his seat? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. 29. In case a Presiding Elder does not 
reside within the bounds of his district, is he 
then a member of the Quarterly Conference 
where he resides? 

Ans. A Presiding Elder is not an actual 
member of any Quarterly Conference. 

Ques. 30. Is it lawful, when charges of im- 
moral conduct against a minister are being inves- 
tigated at an Annual Conference, to allow mem- 
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bers of the Conference who act as attorneys for 
the plaintiff or defendant, or such as are called 
as witnesses, to serve also at the same time as 
jurors and to east their vote for conviction or 
acquittal of the accused? 

Ans. We have no disciplinary rule prohibit- 
ing this, and it has often been permitted in eccles- 
lastical investigations. 

Ques. 31. Are the Holy Scriptures, or any 
part of them, admissible as evidence in a trial for 
heresy ? 

Ans. The Holy Scriptures are indeed the 
foundation of our life and of our faith; but as 
our conception of the Holy Scriptures is ex- 
_pressed in our Articles of Faith, in our Catechism 
and in the Deelarations of the General Confer- 
ence, these confessional documents must be ac- 
cepted as-the standard of doctrine in trials for 
heresy. 

Ques. 32. Who is the proper custodian of 
documentary evidence, and of the minutes of 
the proceedings in a trial? 

Ans. The secretary of the trial committee. | 

Ques. 33. Has’ the custodian of such docu- 
ments of a trial the right to withhold written 
arguments, or pleadings, without the consent of 
their authors? 

Ans. So soon as such written argument or 
plea is filed with the secretary, it belongs to the 
trial documents, and is no longer the private 
property of its author. ; 
, Ques. 34. Has the plaintiff no right of ap- 
peal anywhere, under any circumstances? 

Ans. No. 
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Ques. 35. Has the presiding officer of a trial 
the prerogative to give counsel to the trial com- 
mittee as to what verdict it should render, 
whether of conviction or acquittal, and has he 
‘the right to give additional evidence, either for 
plaintiff or defendant, after the evidence is all 
in, and the ease is closed? 

Ans. It is not only the right but the duty 
of the chairman to give all necessary instruction 
to the trial committee; but he has no right to in- 
troduce new evidence in his instructions to the 
committee after the evidence has been closed. 

Ques. 36. Must a Local preacher present his 
credentials as preacher to the Conference into 
whose bounds he removes before he ean be en- 
rolled as preacher, or is this optional with the 
Conference which receives him ? 

Ans. A Local preacher must have credentials 
from the Conference from which he removes. 

Ques. 37. May candidates for the office of 
Deacon (f/f 119-121) and for the office of Elder 
({ 122) who have not completed the course of 
study for junior preachers be ordained to these 
offices ? 

Ans. Acecrding to our rules every ecandi- 
date shall pass a full examination in the said 
course of study before he can be ordained, but 
there may be exceptional cases, upon which the 
Conferences themselves must decide. 

Ques. 38. Is an Annual Conference justified 
in granting an itinerant preacher credentials to 
another designated conference, if there are, to 
say the least, strong grounds of suspicion that 
his moral or official conduct has not been correct ? 
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And is such designated Conference obliged: to | 
receive such a preacher if he moves within its 


bounds? 


Ans. When there are no charges against a 
preacher of our Church who desires to remove 
to another Annual Conference, he is entitled to 
credentials; and inasmuch as, according to our 
Discipline, the residence of a preacher deter- 
mines his Conference relation, it is admissible 
- for his Annual Conference to give him. creden- 
tials to the conference within the bounds of 
which he already resides or intends to reside. 

Ques. 39. When a Conference votes Deacon’s 
orders to a preacher, does it thereby also receive 
him into the Itinerancy, or must this be done by 
a special act? 

Ans. Reception. into the Itineraney requires 
a special act of the Conference. 

Ques. 40. Has a Conference the right to ap- 
propriate money out of its Conference treasury 
to a Presiding Elder who falls short in his 
salary ? 

_Ans. If the claims of the Conference bene- 
ficiaries are covered, the Conference has a right 
to pay such money to preachers who fall short 
in their salary. 

Ques. 41. Has a Bishop or Presiding Elder 
- the right to give a preacher on probation per- 
mission to perform the marriage ceremony, and 
to baptize ? 

Ans. Such permission does not depend upon 

a Bishop or Presiding Elder, but upon the pro- 
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~ visions of our Discipline, and upon the laws of 
the several States. 

Ques. 42. Is it permissible for the ME 
Bishop to place upon the list of ministerial ap- 
pointments the names of such itinerant ministers 
of the Annual Conference as hold appointments 
in the schools or benevolent. institutions of the 
Church, as Evangelists, temperance workers, or 
as Chaplains of the Army or Navy, or in other 
public institutions? 


- Ans. Yes. 


{ 
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i, 
Conference and Missionary Secretaries. 


It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Annual Conference to record the names of all 
the preachers in separate lists, according to their 
order in the ministry, as follows: 

1. [timerants: 1) Elders; 2) Deacons, 3) Pro- 
‘bationers. 

2. Local Preachers: 1) Elders; 2) Deacons; 
3) Probationers. 


It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Annual Conference Auxiliary Missionary So- 
ciety to report to the Secretary of the Annual 
Conference, the name of the person elected as 
representative to the General Board of Missions, 
in order that the name may be published in the 
Conference proceedings. 
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III. 
Directions for Statistical Reports. 


Resolved, That it be the duty of each 
Preacher in charge of a station, circuit or mis- 
sion, to properly fill out the statistical blanks, 
as ordered by the General Conference, and hand 
the same to the Statistical Secretary on the first 
day of the Conference session. 

_ Resolved, That a General Statistical Secre- 
tary be elected by the General Conference, for 
the period of four years. : 

Statistical Secretaries shall report to,the Gen- 
eral Statistical Secretary as soon as possible after 
the Annual Conference session, in order that he 
may prepare the tables of statistics for the year, 
said tables to be considered official. 

And it shall further be the duty of the Con- 
ference Statistical Secretaries to furnish dupli- 
eate copies of their reports to the Secretaries of 
the Annual Conferences for record. 

Resolved, That the General Statistical See- 
retary be instructed and directed to have the 
following blank reports printed for the Confer- 
ence Statistical Secretaries: 

1. Table of Merbership. 

2. Table of Church Property and Finances. 

3. Table of Periodicals. 
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IV. 
Formulas for Certificates. 
A. FOR PREACHERS. 


This: certifies; that Rev. «os o.s 5 ISTH ginko 
(Preacher on Probation, Deacon or Elder) in the 
Base ti Conference of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion, and we recommend him for reception in the 
same order. 


ita od Rep neat ae me Chairman. 
(Signed)... WEE RO Secretary. 
ee ake Sik ae neue: 19.. 
B. FOR MEMBERS. 

Phisceertines; that AS Bo ae is a 
member of the Evangelical Association of...... 
(name of the charge). of the. 2... Conference 
and is recommended for reception to other con- 

- gregations. 
CSIC G toe ee ea. SPs 
Preacher in charge. 
es ene Rigahara hs ares, 19; 
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CONSTITUTION 


Of the Missionary Society of the Evangelical 
Association. 


ARTICLE 1. 


This Society shall be called ‘‘The Missionary 
Society of the Evangelical Association of North 
- America.”’ 


ARTICLE 2. 


The object of this Society is to enable the 
Evangelical Association to prosecute its mission- 
ary work at home and abroad in an \ organized 
and effective manner. 


ARTICLE 3. 


In order to become a member of this Society, 
a contribution of at least $1.00 is required. A 
contribution of $25.00 makes one a Jife member, 
and a contribution of $50.00 an honorary life- 
member, the last named, with the privilege of 
participation in the business sessions of the 
Board, but without a right to vote. 


ARTICLE 4. 


The officers of the Society are a President, 
the Bishops of the Evangelical Association as 
Vice-Presidents, an Executive Secretary who 
shall also be the Treasurer, and a Field Secre- 
tary. The President shall be elected annually by 
the Board of Missions. The Executive Secre- 
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tary and Treasurer and the Field Secretary shall 
be chosen for a term of four years by the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Evangelical Association, 
which shall also fix the salaries of these officers. 
For their official conduct the Secretaries and the 
_ Treasurer are accountable to the Board in the 
intervals between the General Conferences. In 
case of a vacancy in these offices, it shall be sup- 
plied by the Board of Missions or the Executive 
Committee. 


ARTICLE 5. 


_ The different Conference Missionary Societies 

and the Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
- Evangelical Association are Auxiliaries of this 
General Society, and are under the supervision 
of the:Board of Missions. The Conference Aux- 
iliaries shall annually report their operations 
to the Executive Secretary and furnish the 
Treasurer with a precise report of their finan- 
cial condition. 


ARTICLE 6. 


The business, the property, and all the affairs 
of the Society shall be-managed and controlled 
_ by a Board, consisting of the officers of the So- 
ciety, one delegate from each of the several Con- 
ference Branch Societies, one delegate from the 
Woman’s Missionary Society, the Missionary 

Secretary of the General Young People’s Al- 

liance and the three members of the Executive 

Committee elected annually by the Board, and 

six lay delegates. The Conference delegates are 

to he elected at the annual meetings of the re- 
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spective Conference Branch Societies, and are to 
be legitimated by the due publication of their 
names in our Church organs. The lay-delegates, 
however, are to be elected by the General Con- 
ference in the same manner as lay delegates are 
elected for the Board of Publication. In the 
absence of the lawfully elected Conference dele- 
gates or alternates, the Bishop under whose im- 
mediate supervision such Conference is, shall be 
its representative. Those missions which belong 
to no Annual Conference, but are under the 
direction of the Board, shall likewise be repre- 
sented by the Bishop under whose supervision 
such mission stands. 


ARTICLE 7, 


The said Board shall assemble every autumn 
at a place and on a date duly appointed, in order 
to counsel concerning the Missionary Society of 
the Evangelical Association, and to make ar- 
rangements for the most efficient prosecution of 
the work in both the Home and Foreign fields. 
For this purpose the Board 

(a) Shall procure exact and full information 
concerning the condition and the prospects of 
the missions under its supervision, and make 
adequate appropriations for the proper opera- 
tions of the same. 

_(b) It shall have power to establish missions 
in the Home or Foreign fields, beyond the 
bounds of the Annual Conferences, to supply 
them with preachers from the various Annual 
Conferences, with their consent, and to provide 
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for the maintenance of such missions out of the 
funds of this Society. It shall have power to 
build churches and residences for missionaries 
in foreign lands; to build, equip and maintain 
schools, hospitals and orphanages; to provide 
training schools for native workers and preach- 
ers. The Missions within the bounds of the 
various Conferences are supplied by the respec- 
tive Conferences. 


(ec) Shall consider carefully the instructions, 
recommendations and estimates, which may be 
presented by the delegates of the various Con- 
ference Missionary Societies, and accordingly 
determine what amount each Treasurer of the 
‘Conference Missionary Societies shall be allowed 
to draw from the funds of this Society. 


(d) Shall be empowered to borrow money, 
_in ease of necessity, for the prosecution of the 
missionary cause; yet it must also at the same 
time make arrangements for the return of such 
money as soon as possible. 


(e) Shall likewise have power to adopt the 
by-laws necessary for the regulation of its 
business, to examine accounts of incidental ex- 
penses and to pay them at discretion, to 
determine the amount of support of sick and of 
superannuated missionaries, as also of the 
~ widows and orphans of deceased missionaries 
under their supervision. Nevertheless it shall 
allow no one more support than the other super- 
annuated ministers, or widows and orphans in 
the Evangelical Association receive. 
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(f) For its official conduct the Board is 
accountable to the General Conference, to which 
also it shall submit the Record of its proceedings 
and an accurate exhibit of its financial manage- 
ment for examination. 


ARTICLE 8. 


There shall also be an Executive Committee, 
whose business location shall be at Cleveland, 
Ohio. The members of the said Committee shall 
be the officers of the Society, and the three mem- 
bers elected by the Board annually who shall 
also, by such election, be constituted members 
of the Board. 

It is the duty of this Committee, in the in- 
tervals between the Board meetings, to see to it 
that the arrangements of the Board are duly 
earried out. For this purpose it is to hold meet- 
ings every month, or as often as necessary, in 
order to investigate the finances of the Society, 
to receive reports from the various missionaries, 


and to take counsel in regard thereto; to supply . 


vacancies in its own body as also in the mission 
field of the Society; establish new mission sta- 
tions in fields or countries already taken up by 
the Board of Missions or General Conference, 
assign the places of residence and work of the 
various missionaries, upon consultation with the 
Bishop in charge; especially direct and super- 
vise the work in the foreign fields and non- 
Christian countries, with special reference to 
developments and needs of the work on the one 
hand, and the resources of the Church on the 
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other, and: in no case shall the expenditures ex- 
ceed the appropriations made by the Board. It 
may also select and appoint missionaries and 
recall them, and in general provide for every 
case of pressing necessity which may arise be- , 
tween the annual sessions of the Board. The 
Executive Committee is accountable to the 
Board of Missions for its administration and 
shall submit the proceedings to said Board an- 
nually for examination and approval. 


ARTICLE 9: 


In the meetings of the Board, nine members 
shall constitute a quorum, and in those of the 
. Executive, five. 


ARTICLE 10. 


The duties of the officers are as follows: 

(a) The President is to preside at the meet- 
ings of the Board and of the Executive Com- 
mittee, in case of a tie to cast the deciding vote, « 
and in general to perform all the functions of 
the presiding officer of a legally organized body. 

(b) In the absence of the President, the 
Senior Vice-President present shall preside, and 
in the absence of all the Vice-Presidents, a mem- 
ber chosen by the Board or Executive Commit- 
tee, as the case may ag shall take the President’s 
place. 

tey? "The mene Secretary shall keep a 
full and correct record of the transactions of 
the Board of Missions and of the Executive 
Committee; conduct all correspondence relative 
to.the administration of the missionary affairs 
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of the Society and all the correspondence arising 
from the business transactions of the Board and 
its Executive Committee; receive the reports of 
the missionaries, bring them to the knowledge 
_ of the Board or Executive Committee, file them, 
and publish them at his discretion. He shall 
annually present a report of his work and survey 
of the conditions of the cause of missions in our 
Church to the Board and a Quadrennial spose 
to the General Conference. 


(d) The Treasurer shall keep a record of all 
subseriptions, receive the money paid on the 
subscriptions for life and honorary. member- 
ships, membership fees, bequests, and in general 
all moneys of the Society, duly credit the same, 
keep an accurate account of all receipts and dis- 
bursements, in order to render a proper report 
to the Board, at its annual meeting, and he shall 
pay out moneys as directed by the Board and its 
. Executive Committee. He shall also record the 
annual reports of the condition of the treasuries 
of the various Conference Missionary Societies, 
and render a report upon the same to the an- 
nual meeting of the Board. He shall also con- 
duct the legal business of the Society as the 
Board or its Executive Committee shall from 
time to time direct. His remaining time he 
shall employ in traveling and collecting in the 
interests of the missionary cause, according to 
the directions of the Board or its Executive 
Committee. 


(e) The Field Secretary shall make a study 
of the field and stations occupied or to be oceu- 
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Ried both in the Home and Foreign fields, and 
introduce the most approved methods of mission- 
ary operations and administration; he shall 
travel under the direction of the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Board of Missions, deliver mis- 
sionary addresses and sermons, spread mission- 
ary intelligence by means of the Church periodi- 
cals and special literature, stimulate the spirit 
and practice of giving for missions, secure funds 
for the missionary operations of the Church, both 
at home and abroad, and direct as far as possible 
the work of organization in all the congregations. 
He shall annually render a report to the Board. 


ARTICLE 11, 
It shall be the duty of the Preacher-in-charge 
“to co-operate with the Board of Missions and 
its Secretaries in the introduction of the most 
_ approved methods of missionary finances, to as-' 
sist in the circulation of missionary literature, 
and to seek in every way to educate and inspire 
his people to aid in the evangelization of the 
world. He is furthermore to do his utmost to| 
organize a Woman’s Missionary Society in every 
congregation. 
ARTICLE 12. 

It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder 
to see that well planned methods are adopted 
on each charge for the education of the people 
on the subject of missions. 

ARTICLE 13. 

The Womaii’ s Missionary Society of the 

Evangelical Association shall have its own Con- 
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stitution and By-Laws and officers for the prose- 
eution of its work. It shall have power to open 
and establish and direct special lines of mission- 
ary work with the consent and approval of the 
Board of Missions. Its Treasurer shall submit 
an annual report of its receipts and expenditures 
to the Treasurer of the General Society. All 
its operations shall be under the supervision of 
the Board of Missions, and it shall submit its 
proceedings annually to the Board of Missions 
for approval. 


ARTICLE 14. 


Each Conference Missionary Society shall 
annually furnish the Executive Secretary and 
Treasurer of this Society with a report of its 
finances, and pay out to its missionaries the 
moneys on hand only on the order of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary. In case there is a surplus 
remaining in the treasury, not intended for 
their use by direction of the Board, such surplus 
is to be credited to the next year’s appropriation. 


ARTICLE 15. 


All bequests, moneys, and property may be 
immediately used for missionary purposes, ex- 
cept in case the testator directs the same to be 
placed in a Standing Fund. All societies and | 
persons contributing at least the sum of five 
dollars for missions, shall be entitled to deter- 
mine for which missions their contributions shall 
be used, and the Treasurer shall eredit the same 
accordingly. However, in case the contribu- 


224 


Constitution of the Missionary Society. 


tions exceed the needs of such missions, they 
shall flow into the Current Fund. 


ARTICLE 16. 


| 
Missionaries who are not appointed by an 
Annual or the General Conference, nor by a 
Bishop or the Board or its Executive Committee, 
can not receive support from the treasury of 
this Society, and the salary of the missionaries 
shall be as nearly as possible equal to that of 

other itinerant preachers. : 


ARTICLE 17. 


Every missionary serving under the direct 
‘management of the Board shall annually furnish 
the Executive Secretary with a report con- 
cerning the condition and prospects of the mis- 
sion placed under his charge. 


ARTICLE 18. 


This Constitution can be amended only by 
_ the General Conference upon the recommen- 
dation of the Board, or by the Board upon the 
recommendation of the General Conference. 
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VI. 
CONSTITUTION - 


OF THE 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 





Plan of Church Extension. 


There shall be a Board of Church Extension 
of the Evangelical Association to be duly incor- 
porated according to law, with such powers and 
prerogatives as may be necessary to carry out the 
object of its appointment. Its object shall be to 
assist needy congregations in the erection of 
houses of worship. 

The Board shall be composed as follows: 1. 
The Bishops, one of whom shall preside, but if no 
Bishop be present, the Board shall elect a Presi- . 
dent pro tem. 2. A Corresponding Secretary 
and a Treasurer. 3. The Annual Conferences 
shall be grouped by the General Conference into 
eight districts, from each of which one elder shall 
be elected as a member of the Board by the Gen- 
eral Conference on the nomination of the dele- 
gates from each district respectively. 4. The An- 
nual Conferences of America shall also be 
grouped into six districts by the General Con- 
ference for the purpose of electing six laymen. 
From each of these districts a layman shall be 
elected by the General Conference on the nomi- 
nation of the delegates from each district re- 
spectively. 
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The term of service of the members shall be- 
gin immediately after their election and continue 
during the ensuing four years and until their 
successors shall be duly chosen, unless otherwise 
ordered by the General Conference. If a vacancy 
occur by death, resignation, or otherwise during 
the interval between the sessions of the General 
Conference , the Board shall have power to fill 
the vacancy from the same district in which such 
vacancy occurs. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall be elected 
by the General Conference.. The Treasurer shall 
be elected by the General Board from among its 
members. There shall also be an Executive Com- 
mittee, consisting of the Bishops, the Corre- 


‘sponding Secretary, the Treasurer, and two ad- 


ditional preachers, and one layman, to be elected 
by the Board. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall act as the 
Recording Secretary of the Board and shall con- 
duct the correspondence of the Board and of the 
Executive Committee, devote himself to the work 
of securing funds and otherwise promoting the 
interests of the Board. In all his official work 
for the Board he shall be subject to the authority 
and direction of the Board. Should any vacancy 
in his office occur, the Board shall have power to 
fill the vacancy until the next session of the Gen- 


eral Conference. His salary, as also that of the 


Treasurer, shall be fixed by the General Board. 

The Corresponding Secretary and the Treasurer 

shall each make an annual report to the Board 

and a quadrennial report to the General Confer- 

ence. The Treasurer shall hold the funds of the 
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Board subject to its orders, and pay out no 
money nor make any investment of funds except- 
ing upon the instruction and by order of the Gen- 
eral Board or Executive Committee. For his 
official work for the Board he shall be subject’ to 
the authority and the direction of the Board. 

The Board shall hold its annual meetings in 
Cleveland, Ohio, or in such other places as it shall 
from time to time determine. It shall have power 
to make such by-laws not in conflict with the 
Discipline of the Church or the Charter, as will 
enable it: 1. To provide for and administer a 
Loan Fund; 2. To establish and manage an An- 

nuity Fund; 3. To take and hold in trust for the 
_ Evangelical Association any real or personal 
property ; to dispose of the same for the use and 
benefit of the Association, and generally to do 
all and singular the matters and things which 
shall be necessary and lawful in the execution of 
its trusts; provided, however, that all amounts 
received in Loan Fund and Annuity Fund shall 
be used only for loans on adequate security ; and 
provided further, that the aggregate amount of 
interest and annuities payable shall never be ai 
lowed to exceed the aggregate amount of interest 
receivable; and provided also that the expenses 
connected with the administration of the busi- 
ness of the Board shall be paid out of the interest 
received on the loans made by the Board. 

It shall hear the reports of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary and the Treasurer and act vpon 
them. The minutes of the Executive Committee - 
shall be subject to its approval. The Board shall 
be amenable to the General Conference, which 
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shall review its proceedings. ‘he Loan Fund 
of the Board shall be used only for the purpose 
of assisting new churches, and always only in 
the form of a loan. In no instance shall money 
be donated. No money shall be loaned to such 
ehurches unless the application hereinafter pro- 
vided for be properly signed, endorsed by the - 
Annual Conference Board of Church Extension 
and approved by the General Board or its Exe- 
ecutive Committee. 

Without the concurrent action of both Boards 
no loan to churches situated within the bounds 
of Annual Conferences can be granted. The 
General Board shall, however, have the sole right 
to appropriate funds for churches in mission ter- 
ritory not yet under the control of any Annual 
Conference. It shall be empowered in this man- 
ner to co-operate with the Bishops and the Board 
of Missions in extending the work of the Lord 
into new territory. In all such cases, however, 
the title to such property shall be vested in the _ 
General Board of Church Extension. The money 
thus loaned to needy churches shall be at a nom- 

-inal rate of interest only, to be fixed from time 
to time by the General Board and sufficiently 
large to meet the running expenses of the Board. 
- No loan from the Loan Fund to any one needy 
church shall be for longer than a period of five 
years. 

All money in the Annuity Fund shall be in- 
vested upon first-class security and at the law- 
ful rate of interest. The President, the Secretary 
and the Treasurer are authorized and instructed 
to sign, on behalf of the Board, such documents 
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as the cancellation of mortgages and other secur- 
ities. 

Expenses incurred by the General Board or 
its officers in the discharge of official duties con- 
nected therewith shall be paid by the Treasurer. * 


The Board shall also have authority to make 
provisions for honorary membership. Eleven 
* members shall constitute a quorum at all meet- 
ings. : 

There shall also be a Church Extension Board 
in each Annual Conference, consisting of the 
Presiding Elders and such additional members: 
as the respective Annual Conferences may 
choose; the whole number not to exceed seven 
nor to be less than three. All applications from 
needy churches for loans must have the endorse- 
‘ment of their respective Annual Conference _ 
Boards, before the General Board or its Exeeu- 
tive Committee can act upon them. ~ 

An annua! collection for Church Extension’ — 
shall be taken in every congregation of the 
Church, the proceeds to flow directly into the 
treasury of the General Board. 

Any funds for chureh building purposes 
which have been secured by any Annual Confer- 
ence prior to this time shall remain at the sole 
future disposal of the respective Annual Confer- 
ences possessing such funds; but that all funds 
hereafter contributed for general Church exten- 
sion purposes shall flow into the treasury of the 
General Board; and that nothing.in this Consti- 
tution shall be so construed as to conflict in any 
manner with any church building movements 
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which any Annual Conference may see fit to 
carry on. : 


FORM OF APPLICATION FOR HELP. 


All applications for help must be in accord- 
ance with a prescribed form prepared by the 
General Board, and shall set forth: 1. The loca- 
tion, size, value and title of the ground, and 
whether the deed is made in trust for the Evan- 
gelical Association in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the Discipline. 2. The name of 
the legal incorporation of the church. 3. The 
number of church-members, of Sunday-school - 
_ children, the population of the place, and its 
_ prospects. 4. An estimate of the cost of church 

property when completed. 5. The amount of 

reliable subscriptions which are or can be se- 
~ eured. 6. How much debt will remain, includ- 

ing the amount asked for from this Board. 7. 
The amount of fire insurance and name of com- 

pany, or if not yet insured, where it will be. 8. 

Any additional facts necessary to a proper con- 
~ clusion on the part of the Board. 


\ 
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Wik 
CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


EBENEZER ORPHAN HOME, 
FLAT ROCK, OHIO. 
cig 
-The name of this Institution shall be: THE 
EBENEZER ORPHAN HOME OF THE EVANGELICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 
Il. 


The object of this Home shall be ta receive 
poor orphan children ,to supply to them as much 
as possible their parents, to bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and 
in general to care in the best manner for their 
physical, mental and eternal welfare. 


Hl. 


The Home, with all belonging to it, shall be 
under the management of a Board of Trustees of 
eleven members, of whom three may be lay mem- 
bers. This Board shall be elected by the Gen- 
eral Conference for four years, to which it shall 
be amenable and submit a precise record of its 
transactions. 

IV. 


The annual meeting of this Board shall be 
held in Autumn at the Home, to-look earefully 
into the manner in which the Institution is con- 
ducted, attend to all other business devolving 
upon it and to elect its officers. 
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V. 
_ The officers of the Board shall be a Presi- 
dent, Vice-president, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The President shall preside at all the meet- 
ings of the Board. In his absence the Vice- 
president shall take his place; and in the absence 
of both, the Board shall elect one of its members 
as chairman. 

The Secretary shall record all the proceed- 
ings of the Board and conduct its correspond- 
ence. 

The Treasurer shall receive all moneys, gifts, 
legacies, and in general all contributions for the 
- Institution, receipt for and manage the same, 
and, upon an order signed by the President and 
Secretary pay any necessary expenditures. At 
the annual meeting he shall present a precise re- 
port of the management of his office and of the 
financial condition of the Home, to the Board. 
The Board may also elect a Treasurer who is not 
a member of its body. The salary of the Treas- 
urer shall be fixed by the Board, but in case he 
be a General Conference officer, that body, with 
the Board, shall fix and regulate the same. 

The Board of Trustees has the power’ to 

make such by-laws as they may deem necessary 
for the successful management of the Home; 
provided, always, that they do not conflict with 
this Constitution. 
phe VI. 

For the immediate management of the Home 
and its interests the following appointments shall 


be made: 3 
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a) A Superintendent, who shall be elected 
by the Board of Trustees every four years. 


b) An Executive Committee to be elected by 
the Board and from among its members. 


c) A Board of Directors consisting of the 
Superintendent and four other persons to be ~ 
annually elected by the Board of Trustees. 


VII. 


The management of the Home, as well as 
that of the farm connected with the same, shall 
be under the supervision of the Superintendent, 
whose duty it is to conduct the same according 
to the precise direction of the respective Boards 
in the interest of the Evangelical Association and 
for the benefit of the orphans in every sense as a 
Christian family. He is to see to it that the 
‘children regularly attend public worship, that 
they receive thorough religious instruction; and 
that, so far as in him lieth, they be not only 
brought up decently, but trained to become true 
Christians. ; 


The Superintendent shall hire the necessary 
help with the consent of the Directors, teachers 
excepted. 


At the annual meeting the Superintendent 
shall submit to the Board a correci and detailed 
report concerning the family in the Home, the 
school and the conditions of the Home, needed 
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arangements, buildings, improvments, and the 
life in the Institution in general. 

In the interim of the General Conference the 
Superintendent is responsible for his official con- 
duct to the Board of Trustees, but in other mat- 
ters to the General Conference. 

In ease the office of the Superintendent be- 
comes vacant in the interim of the General Con- 
ference, it shall be filled by the Bishops and 
Board of Trustees by a new election. 


VIII. 

_ The Executive Committee shall carry out all 
the matters referred to it by the Board, and 
transact all other necessary business between the 
- sessions of the Board; arrange, in conjunction 
with the Superintendent, for the necessary 
schools, superintend the same, employ the neces- 
sary teachers, fix their salaries, and when neces- 
sary call an extra session of the Board of Trustees. 
For its business management the Executive Com- 
mittee is responsible to the Board of Trustees, 
to whom they shall submit their proceedings for 
ratification. 

Ix, 


‘ The Board of Directors forms an advisory 
committee to the Superintendent; at its sessions 
the latter presides. Its duties are: To decide on 
the reception and dismissal of children, the remu- 
neration of guardians for the keeping of children, 
and all other important matters that may occur 


in the management requiring considerable 


changes and expenditures, and which have not 
been passed upon and cannot be postponed till | 
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the session of the Executive Committee or Board 
of Trustees. To transact its business, the Board 
of Directors shall meet monthly, or oftener, if 
necessary, and keep a correct record of all its 
transactions, which shall be submitted to the 
Board of Trustees at its annual meeting. 
Upon the place and time of its sessions the 
Board of Directors may itself decide. 
In case’ the Superintendent differs from the 
_mayority of the Board of Directors, he shall have 
the right to appeal to the Executive Committee. 
x: x 
At all the meetings of the Board of Trustees, 
the Executive Committee and the Board of Di- 
rectors, the majority of the members shall con- 
stitute a quorum, and all vacancies occurring 
in these bodies shall be filled by the respective 
bodies themselves. 
x1 


Only poor orphans from two to twelve years 
of age shall be received into this Homie, and only 
in extreme cases of need shall the Board of Di- 
rectors be permitted to receive neglected children 
whose parents are still alive, or children under 
the age stipulated, and none shall be kept longer 
as wards of the Home than until they are sixteen 
years of age. Girls may be retained in the Home 
to the age of eighteen years in exceptional cases, 
if considered necessary in the estimation of the 
Superintendent and the Board of Directors. 


XII. 


Every child delivered to the Home shall be 
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bound over to it by legal contract. The Board 
of Directors may, however, in case advantageous 
Christian homes offer themselves, part with chil- 
dren under sixteen years and place them there, 
and legally bind them over to the respective 
families. Under no consideration shall wards of 
the Home be given to persons who are not Chris- 
tians, no matter how tempting the conditions 
may otherwise be. 
XI. 

When children who have arrived at the stip- 
ulated age are dismissed from the Home,. the 
Superintendent and Board of Directors shall see 
to it that they find employment and homes under 
- Christian influence ; and those so dismissed shall 
be as much as possible under the supervision of 
the Superintendent as their guardian until they 
have reached their majority. 


XIV. 


Although the Ebenezer Orphan Home at 
Flat Rock, Ohio, is an Institution under the 
management of the Evangelical Association, the 
Board of Directors shall not be prohibited from 
taking children, whose parents have not been 
members of the Evangelical Association, upon.the 
- same terms as those of members of the Church. 

XV, 

The Board of Directors shall see to it that 
under no circumstances children mentally weak 
or children with physical ailments—but espe- 
cially such as may suffer from contagious diseases 
—are received into the Home, and they shall 
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therefore be examined on their arrival by a phy- 
sician, and in ease they suffer from any disease, 
they shall be returned with those who brought 
them. 

- XVI. 


It shall be the eare of the Board of Trustees 
that the Institution be properly endowed with an 
endowment fund, and that the same be safely in- 
vested and profitably managed. All thus di- 
rected legacies, endowment notes, as well as 
other contributions for this purpose, shall be 
added to the endowment fund. It shall under 
no circumstances be allowed to use any of this 
fund for current expenses of the Home. The 
capital. forming this fund shall be loaned out 
only on first mortgages upon real estate situated 
as near as possible in the vicinity of the Institu- 
tion, and such property shall represent at least 
double the value of the amount loaned upon it. 


XVII. 


This Constitution can only be changed by a 
two-thirds majority of the members of General 
Conference. 


238 


ee oe oe 


Constitution of the Sunday-school and Tract Union. 
VIII. 


CONSTITUTION 


of the Sunday-School and Tract Union of the 
Evangelical Association. 


ARTICLE I. 


This Society shall be called ‘‘The Sunday- 
School and Tract Union of the Evangelical Asso- 
~ elation.”’ 
$ ArvIcLeE II. 
The object of this Society shall be to promote | 
the interests of the Sunday-schools and the 
Young People’s Alliances of the Evangelical 
Association by aiding the Church in the publi- 
eation and distribution of pertinent religious 
literature, namély periodicals, books, tracts, 
pamphlets, ete. 


Articte ITI. 


Any person paying annually the sum of 
twenty-five cents shall be a member of this so- 
ciety; any person paying the sum of five dollars 
at one time, without specifying it for any par- 
ticular purpose, shall be considered a life mem- 
ber; and any person paying $10.00 at one time 
shall be an honorary member. All life and hon- 
orary members shall be annually entitled to a 
number of tracts free of charge, the former to 
the amount of twenty-five cents and the latter 
to the amount of fifty cents. 
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‘ArticLe IV. 


The further transaction of the business of 
the society and management of its property, 
shall be vested in a Board of Managers, namely, 
the General Sunday-school Board, which is 
elected by the General Conference, composed of 
nine members—five preachers and four lay mem- 
bers—who shall annually be elected. This 
Board, however, shall only expend money for 
objects which are for the furtherance of the 
society. Whenever donations are made they 
shall consist of books and tracts. 


ARTICLE V. 


The officers of this Society shall be: a Presi- 
dent, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a T'reas- 
urer. The Board shall elect its own officers, and 
their duties shall be those usually pertaining to 
these offices. The Treasurer shall receive all 
moneys, which are collected according to the 
directions of the Church in the congregations — 
and in the Sunday-schools and keep a correct 
record of the same. He shall make neither pay- 
ments nor loans without the direction of the 
Board or its Finance Committee, and shall keep 
an accurate account of all his receipts and ex- 
penditures and submit his report annually to 
the Board for its approval. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The Board of Managers shall have the power, 
if necessary, to fill vacancies which may occur 
during the year; to make provisions for the 
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publication and circulation of Sunday-school 
books and tracts; to issue appeals to the Church 
for co-operation in the efforts to accomplish the 
objects of the society, to collect and expend 
funds for the same, and to appoint committees 
of finance and appropriations and an Executive 
Committee to transact the business during the 
interim of the sessions of the Board. The Board 
shall be amenable to the General Conference 
for its actions. 
ARTICLE VII. 

Every Annual Conference of the Evangel- 
ical Association. may organize a Sunday-school 
and Tract Union, as auxiliary to this society, 
with the power of adopting such measures as 
they may deem best adapted to the furtherance 
of this society. 

ArtTICLE VIII. 

This constitution can only be changed by the 

General Conference or by its permission. 
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IX. 


CONSTITUTION 
of the Evangelical Bible Society. 
1. NAME. 


This Society shall be known as ‘‘The Evan- 
gelical Bible Society.’’ 


2. OBJECT. 


The sole object of this Society shall be to 
distribute and to encourage a wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures, without note or com- 
ment. | ; 


‘ 


3. SCOPE, 


This Society shall add its endeavors, ac- 
cording to its ability, to those employed by other 
societies for circulating the Seriptures through- 
out the world. 


4. MEMBERSHIP. 


Any person paying annually any sum he 
pleases into its treasury, shall be a member of 
this Society, and any person paying the sum, 
of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) at any one time, 
without specifying it for any particular pur- 
pose, shall be considered a life member; and 
any person paying $50.00 or more at one time, 
shall be considered an honorary member. <An- 
nual. Conferences of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion making contributions to the treasury of 
this Society by free-will offerings from their 
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fields of labor, may share in the benefits of the 
Society. 
5. PRIVILEGES. 


Each life-member shall be entitled to an 
annual donation in Bibles or Testaments to the 
amount of $1.00, each honorary mémber to the 
amount of $2.50. Preachers, deaconesses, col- 
porteurs of the Evangelical Association may, 
upon application to the Committee on Distribu- 
tion, receive Bibles and Testaments for mis- 
sionary purposes free of charge. Each member 
of the Society and all ministers of the Gospel 
shall be entitled, under the direction of the com- 
mittee on distribution, to purchase Bibles and 
Testaments at the Society’s prices, which shall 
be as low as possible. 


6. BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


The Board of Publication of the Evangelical 
Association as elected from time to time by Gen- 
eral Conference of said Association shall con- 
stitute the Board of Directors of this Society. 
The officers of the Board of Publication shall 
also be the officers of the Board of Directors. 


7. COMMITTEE ON DISTRIBUTION. 


The Board of Directors shall annually appoint 

_a Committee on Distribution, who shall have 
charge of all grants of books for domestic and 
foreign distribution not to exceed the sum of 

$50.00 at any one time to one person or object. 

Special grants shall be recommended to the 

Board of Directors for their approval. They 
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shall also from time to time recommend to the 
Board of Directors for distribution or publica- 
tion such editions as from their experience and 
knowledge of the public wants,:they may deem 
expedient. 

8. AUXILIARIES. 

Every Annual Conference of the Evangel- 
ical Association may organize itself into an 
Auxiliary of this Society, with power of adopt- 
ing such measures as they may deem _ best 
adapted to the furtherance of this society. 


9. ANNUAL MEETING. 


The annual business meeting of the Board 
of Directors shall be held at the same place and 
in connection with the session of the Board of 
Publication. The fiscal year of the Society to 
run from September Ist to August 31st. A 
complete report of the year’s transaction is to 
be furnished to the Board by the agent whom 
the Board of Directors shall appoint for the 
term of one year. 

10. LEGACIES, ETC. 


This Society shall receive legacies, annuities 
and other free-will offerings, and each preacher- 
in-charge shall be authorized to receive such 
contributions for the Society. 


11. CLAIMS OF LAW. 


This Society claims for itself all rights, pow- 
ers, privileges and immunities, which are now, 
and which may, during the existence thereof, 
be conferred by law upon societies of a similar 
character. 
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x 
COURSES OF STUDY. 
‘Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 


_ a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, right- 


ly dividing the word of truth.’’ II Tim. 2: 15. | 

A graduate of one of our institutions of 
learning may present the credits received in non- 
theological subjects and branches required in the 
course of study for junior preachers, in lieu of 
an examination in such studies, provided such 
eredits are equivalent to the minimum grade re- 
quired for passing. Graduates of our theological 
seminaries shall be exempted from examination 
in the course of study, except in such branches 


- as are not covered in the Seminary course. (The 


eredits from any other institution of learning 
recognized by the Board of Education as of 
equal rank with the above named schools may 
be accepted as evidence of the scholarship of the 
candidate. ) 

The Board of Bishops shall formulate a uni- 
form oral doctrinal test, which shall be applied 
by the Board of Examiners of each annual con- 
ference to all candidates for deacons’ orders. 
Furthermore, the candidates exempted from ex- 
amination in all the branches of the regular 


- course of study shall be required to write a ser- 
_mon annually as follows: The first-year, on the 


person of Christ; the second year, on the plan of 
redemption; the third year, on Christian perfec- 
tion. These sermons are to be examined as to 
doetrine, rhetoric and homiletics. 


For the Applicants for the Ministry. 
A knowledge of all the common branches is 
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For Travelling Preachers. 


On the following subjects an examination is 
required: + 

1. United States ee or History of the 
Country in which the applicant lives. Text- 
book, any History used in a High school. 

2, Outlines of History.—Swinton. , 

3. Outlines of Church History.—Hurst. 

4. Seriptural History.—Blaikie. 

5. History of the Evangelical Association, 
Ist and 2nd Period.—Yeakel. 

6. Chureh Discipline-—Parts I, II, III, IV. 

7. Theological Compendium. —Binney. 

8. How to Conduct a Sunday-school.— 
Lawrence. . 

9. Catechism of the Evangelical Association. 
—KEscher. 


For Travelling Preachers. 


FIRST YEAR, 


1. Manual of Christian Doctrine, page 1-185. 
—Banks. 

2. Biblical Geography.—Hurlburt. 

3. History of the Evangelical Association. 


'. 8rd Period to end.—Yeakel. 


4. Church Discipline—Parts V, VI, VII, 
VIE. 

5. Introduction to Old Testament.—Raven. 

6. Modern Rhetorie——Merkley. 

7. General History, Revised, page 1-304,— 
Myers. 

8. A written sermon on the fall of man to 
be examined with reference to doctrine, rhetoric 
and homiletics. 
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For Travelling Preachers. 


SECOND YEAR. . 


‘1. Manual of Christian Doctrine,.page 189- 
to end.—Banks. 
2. History of Evangelical Association, Vol. 
- I1.—Yeakel., 
, 3. Church History, Ancient and Mediaeval. 
—Fisher. 
4. Introduction to the New Testament.— 
Kerr. 
5. Old Testament Theology.—Oehler. 
6. General History, revised, page 305 to end. 
-—Myers. 
7. A written sermon on the Person of Christ. 
To be examined as to doctrine, rhetoric and 
homiletics. 


THIRD YEAR. 


1. New Testament Theology.—Stevens. 

2. Systematic Theology. (The Christian 
Faith. )—Curtis. 

3. Preparation and Delivery of Sermons.— 
Broadus. 

4, History of Missions.—Warneck. 

5. Church History, Modern Era.—Fisher. 

6. Psychology—Hill or Angell. 

7. A written sermon on the Plan of Redemp- 
tion. To be examined as to doctrine, rhetoric and 


—_ homiletics. 


FOURTH YEAR. 


1. Personal Salvation.—Tillett. 
2. Hermeneutics.—Terry. 
3. Religion, a Rational Demand.—Kirn. 
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TIicading and Reference for Junior Preachers. 


4. Logie —Hill, Jevon or Creighton. 

5. Pastoral Theology.—Hoppin. 

6. Christianity and the Social Crisis.— Rau- 
schenbusch. 

7. Digest of the Discipline.—Breyfogel. 

8. A written sermon on Christian Perfection. 
To be examined as to doctrine, rhetoric and 
homiletics. 


FOR FURTHER READING AND REFER- 
ENCE FOR JUNIOR PREACHERS. 





_ FIRST YEAR. 


Landmarks of the Evangelical Association. 
—Breyfogel. 

Life of Bishop Seybert.—Spreng. 

Christian Purity.—Foster. 

How to be a Pastor.—Cuyler. 

Life of Christ.—Andrews. 

Life of St. Paul.—Stalker. 

Sermons.-—Wesley. 

Quiet Talks on Power.—Gordon. 

Propaedeutie.—Schaff. 


SECOND YEAR. 


Cause and Cure of Infidelity.—Nelson. 

Tongue of Fire-—Arthur. 

Sermons.—Robinson. 

Divine Art of Preaching.—Pierson. 

The Incarnation and Recent Criticism.— 
Crooks. 

St. Paul the Traveller—Ramsey. 
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_ Reading and Reference for Junior Preachers. 
. THIRD YEAR. 


Sinlessness of Christ.—Ullman. 
Modern Doubt and Christian Belief.— . 
Christlieb. i 
Sociology.—Wright. 
Christian Archaeology.—Bennett. 
The Conflict of Christianity with Heathen- 
s  ism.—Uhlhorn. - 


FOURTH YEAR. 


History of Missions.—Warneck. 

The Atonement.—Miley. 

History of the Reformation.—Fisher. 

Problems of the Old Testament.—Orr. 

Hymns that are Immortal.—Hogue. 

Theism: or Paths that lead to God—Tigert. 

The Sinner and his Saviour.—Spreng. 

Commentary’s Suggested.—Clarke. 

Commentary.—Henry. 

Commentary. Jamieson, Faussett and 
Brown. 

Pulpit Commentary. 

Treasury of David.—Spurgeon. 








. FOR LOCAL PREACHERS. 


A Local Preacher on Trial, in order to be 
ordained as ‘a Local Deacon, is required to pass 
‘a satisfactory examination in the prescribed 
course of study for Itinerant Deacons.’’ (See 
7 119). 
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